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It 4s but loft labor , that ye haſten to rije up eas ty, aud jo lats tate 
reſt , and cat the bread of carefulneſs ; for ſo he, giveth his be- 
loved ſleep. Pal. 127. 3. , 
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PREFACE: 


. ROASHE deſire of happineſs is ſo 


* extinguiſh it, This runs thro the 


_ tions, preſerves its ſelf entire. The 


- 


THE 


"W* _ . coeſtential with our nature , 
© fo interwoven and incorporate 
with it , that nothing but 


the deſolution of the whole frame-can 


\ vo 
_ 


whole race of mankind, and amidſt 


the infinit variety of other inclina- 


moſt various contradidory tempers do 


yet 


_— 


The Preface. 


yet conſpire in this, and men of the 
mo} unequal fortunes, are yet equal 
im their wiſhes of being bappy. 
But this concurrence as to the end 
' & not more univerſal then the diſa:; 
greement about the way, Every inan 
would have happineſs , but wherein 
that conſiſts, or how it is to be at- 
tain'd, has bind very dive! /ly opin'd. 
Indred the ultimate ſupreme happi- 
neſs as it is originally inherent in 
| God; ſo it is wrapt up in.thoſe clouds 
and darkneſs, which, as the Pſalmift * 
faies, are round about him P/al, 18, 
11. Andwe can ſee nothing of it, but 
in thoſe pleams and raies he is 
pleas” 4 to dart out upon us ; fo that 
all our eſtimates as to our #Iy feli- 
. Cty, muſt be meſur'd by thoſe revela- 
tions be has made of it. | 
But < 


The Preface. 


| But one would think, our temporal 
happineſs were as much a myſtery as 
cur eternal , to ſee what variety of 
blind purſuits are made after it. One 
man thinks tis ſeated on the top pin- 
' nacle of honor, and climbs till per- 
haps -he falls head-long. Another 
thinks it. a - mineral, that muſt be 
dig'd out of the earth, and toils tolade 
himſelf with thick clay, Hab.2. 6. 
and at laſt-finds a grave, where he 
' ſought his treſure. A third ſuppoſes 
it confi;ts in the variety of pleſures, 
and wearies himſelf in that purſuit , 

, which only cloies 'and diſappoints. 

Tet every one of theſe can read you 
lefures of the groſs miſtake and folly 
of the other , whil;} himſelf is equal- 
ly deluded. 
2 Thus do men chaſe an "3 


good, vg 


_ 
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good, till they meet with real evils; 
| I herein expoſing themſelves to the ſame 
w cheat Laban put upon Jacob ; they 
Y -. ſerve for Rachel, and are rewarded 
il with Leah , court fancied beauty, and 
marry leath d deformity. Such deluſive 
felicities as tbeſe are the largeſſes of 
the Prince of the Air ,, who once at- 
temted to have inveigled even Chriſt 
"himſelf, Mas. 4. | 
But Goas propoſals are more ſin- 
Ceres he' knows how andy, how falje 
a foundation all theſe external things - * 
Muſt make, and therefore warns us not 
to buildſo much as our preſent ſatisfa- 
Gion upon them , but fhews us a- mere 
certain, a more compendious way to 
acquire what we gaſp after , by tel- 
ling us that a3 Godlineſs in Tape 
of the next, ſo contentment for 1/75 
world 


5 


The Preface. 
world is great gain, 1 Tim. 6.6, It 
# indeed the unum neceffarium, the 
one point in which all the lines of 
worldly happineſs are concentred, and 
to complete its excellence, tis to be had 
at home : nay indeed only there. We 
need not ramble in wild purſuits after 
it , we may form it within our own 
breaſis : no man wants materials for 
it , that knows but how to put them 
' together. 
And the direfing to a Skill | 
z the only deſign of the enſuing Tratt; 
which coming upon ſo kind an er- 
i rand, may at leaft hope for an unpre- 
Y . |. judic d reception, Contentment 75 a 
thing we all profeſs to aſpire to, jand 
therefore it cannot be thought an un- 
friendly office to bw to condud 
men t0 it, How far the enſuing con- 
ſode- 


The Preface. x; 


federations may tend to that end, 1 


muſt leave to the judoment and ex- 
perience of the Reader , only deſiring 
him, that he will weigh them with 
that ſeriouſneſs which bejits a thing 
wherein both his happineſs and duty 
are concern'd : for in this (as in ma- 
ny other inſlances) God has ſo twift- 
ed them together , that we cannot be 
innocently miſerable. The preſent in- 


felicities of our murmurs and impa- 


tiencies have an appendent puilt , 
which will conſign us to a more irre- 
verſible flate of 4 iatisfaion here- 
ger. . | . 


*, 


| CONTENTMENT. 


Fr 


— 
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'F | SECT. I. | 
|| of the neceſſary Connexion be- 
tween. Happineſs and Con- 


j tentment., 


OD who is eſſentially hap- 
py in himſelf, can receive 
no- accelon to his felicity 
by the poor contributions 
|. of men, He cannot there- 
| fore be ſuappos'd to have made them up- 
on intuition of increafing, but com- 
|| municating his happineſs. And this his ori- 

| ; A ginal 
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_ of his Economy towards them,” When 
lapſed man had counterplotted againſt 
himſelf, defeated the purpoſe of the Di- 
vine goodneſs, and plunged his whole 


we nature into the oppoſite ſtate ofendleſs mi- 
Þ ſery ; he yet reintorc'd his firit deſign, and 


| - the death of his Son, recovers him to 
I  _ * his former capacity of bliſs. And that it 
lf | might not only be a bare capacity ,, he 
has added all other. methods. proper to 
| Wn work upon a rational creature. He has 
ſhewed him his danger, ſet before him in 
perſpeCtive that eternal Tophet, which 
heis advis'd to ſhun. On the other ſide 
| he has no leſs lively deſcrib'd the heavenly 
MM. | Fernſalem , the cgleſtial Country to which 
18 | he is to aſpire: nay farther has levell'd 
» his road to it, leads him not as he did 
the Iſraelites throxthe wilderneſs, thro 


m4 

lr 2984 intricate mazes to puzle his underſtand. 
i ing ; thro a land of drought wherein were 
-. #& fiery Serpents and Sco:props, Deurt. 8. 150 
MN to diſcourage and aftright him', © but has 1n 


. the Gofpel chalkr our a plain, a fate, nay 


[i che eaſe of the way, and in the end to 
"3 7 which it leads, as heaven 15to Canaav. - 
; . ; | 2, Br 


 Binal deſign is very viſible in all the parts 


an expedicnt as full of wonder as mercy, 


- a pleſant path as much ſuperior borh in 
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2. By doing this, he has not only fe- 
| Eured our grand*and ultimate happineſs, 
& © but provided for our intermed:al alſo. 

> Thole Chrittian duties which are to carry 


[- 
bo us to heaven, are our retrcſhment, our 
I Viaticum-in our jouray ; his yoke is not 


4 to-gall and tret us, but an.engine by which 
we may witheaſe ( and almolt infenſibly ) 
draw all the clogs anq4 incumbrances of 
X human life. For whether we take Chri- 
ſtianity in its whole complex, or in its 


Ee « hogs ; 
_ ſeveral and diſtin& branches, tis certain- 
_ ly the moſt excellent, the moſt com- 


a4 pendious art of happy living: its very 
h . Fasks are rewards, and 1ts precepts are 
nothing but a divine fort of Alchymy, to 
y ſublime at once our nature and our ple- 
h _ ſures. 7 EE”. 
d 3. Tn1s. may be evidenc'd in every 
4 | particular of the Evangelical Law : bur 
ba having formerly made ſome attemt tas 
i wards it in another * trac, I ſhall , Es 
not here reaſſume the whole ſub- CGr:ftizn Tr- 
ject. 1 ſhall auly fingle out one ” 
particular precept, wherein happineſs is 
not (as 1n the others) only implied, and 
mult be catcht at the rebound by confe- 
quence and event; but is literally expreſt, 
| and is the very matter of the duty; I 
_ ED A 2 ' mean 


Q EX 
OE." OR 


_uſe 1s truly 


| 
| | 2 
Jy 
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mean the precept of, acquieſcence and 
Contentment ; Happincſs and this true ge- 


. nuine Contentment, bing terms 1{o con- 


vertible, that to bid us 1;z2 contenr, is but 
another phraſe for biudutg us be happy, 
4. TEMPOR aL, enjoimen, fuch as 
are pleſure., wealth, hoaq-, ay the reſt, 
tho they make ſpecious preteuces to be 


the meſure of human happineſs, are all of - 


them. juſtly diſcarded by th2 Philoſopher 


in his Erhics, upon thisone coniiderati-. |, 


on, that coming trom abroad they may be 
with-held or taken from us:and our tenure 
being precarious, we even for that rea- 
ſon are unhappy in our moit defirable poſ- 


ſeſſions, becauſe we fti:l are hable to be | 
ſo. And therefore he concludes , that fe- 


Iicity muſt be placed in the mind and foul, 
wiich ſtands without the reaci of fortune ? 
and in the practice of vertue,- which in 
its OWN Nature, ail NOTIN 1ts Contingent 


good, and therefore certainly 


xendersthe poſlefſors ſuch. 


5. Bur this pradice being diffuſed 
thro the whol- cxtent of Moral duty , £E- 
ifletus thought he had deſerved well of 
nk; nature, when he drew it upin two 
ſhort words, to ſuſtain and abFhain: that 


and 


15 to bear with conſtancy advericcvents, - 


: Sem = 


p : 
£ . 
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_—_ 


Sect. I. 1ts Connexion with Happineſs, 5 


| _ and with moderation enjoy thoſe that are 
proſperous. W hich complexure of Phi- 
loſophy 1s yet more fully, as welk as more 
compendiouſly expreſt in the ſingle no» 
tion of Contentment : which involves the 
patient bearing of all miſadventures, and: 
generous content. of. ſenſual ille@ives. 
This ſtate: of mind .the Greeks expreſs 
: by callingit aumpxec, or ſelf-ſufficiency, 
which, we know properly ſpeaking, is one: 
+; of the incommunicable attributes of the 
| divine nature, and the ' Stoics exprefly 
pretend , that by it mortal men are enabled 
to rivat their Gods ; in Seneca's Phraſe, 
to make a-controverſy with Faptrer him- 
ſelf, But abating the infolenr blaſphemy 
of an independent feliciry , Chriſtianity 
acknowledges a material truth-in the aſ- 
ſertion: and St. Paul declares of himſelf, 
that_Having Jearnt how to want and bow 
to abound, and in whatever ſlate he happens 
to be'in, therewith to be content : he # a- 
ble to do all things thro Chriſt that Firengt h+ 
ens him , Phil. 4.1112, 13. 4:4 having 10- 
thing, io poſſeſs all things, 2 Cor. 6.10. 

6 .WHnicn great event comes about, 
AGt only becaule all good things are emi- 
nently in the divine nature, and he who by 
Vertue and Religion poſſeſſes Him , there- 

_ 2 by 
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hn 


principles of Philoſophy : the compendi- 
ous addreſs to wealth , as Plato rightly ob- 


1erv'd, being not to encreaſe poſteflions, 


but leflen defires. And it fo, twill follow 
that the contented man muſt be abundant- 
ly provided for, being ſo entirely ſatisfied 
with what he has; as to have no defires at 
all. Indeed tis truly ſaid of covetous men, 


and is equally verified of all who have any " 


deſire. to gratify , that they want no leſs 
what they have, then what they have not : 
but the reverſe of that Paradox is really 


made good by Contentment , which beſtows 


on men the enjoiment of whatever they 
have, and alſo whatever they have not ; 


and by teaching to want nothing , abun- 


dantly ſecures not to want happineſs. 
7. ON the other ſide this one grace 


being abſent, it isnot in the power of any 


ſucceſs or affluence ro make life a tole- 


rable thing. Let all the materials of earth= 
Ty, happineſs be amaſt together and flung 


upon one man, they will without con- 
tentment be but like the fatal prize of Tar- 
peie's treaſon , who was preſt to death with 
che weight of her booty: - He that has the 
elements of felicity , and yet cannot _ 

| ; Cem 


by in a full equivalence has every thing g -? 


but alſo upon human meſures, and the © 
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_ 


>; them 1nto a ſatisfaction, 1s more deſpes 
Z rately miſerable then he that wants them - 
" & for he who wants them has yet ſomthing 
to hope for, and thinks if he had them 
he might be happy; but he who 1inſi- 
Z gnificantly poſſeſſes them , has no reſerve, 
” has not ſo much as the Flattery of an ex= 
:-peQation g for he has nothing left to de«. 
- fire, and yer can be as little ſaid to. en- 
s bs | _ 
8. H = thereforethat would have the 
extract,the quinteſſence of happineſs,muft 
ſeekit in Content. All outward acceſſions 
are but the droſs and earthy part:this alone 
is the ſpirit, which when tis once ſeparated, 
depends not upon the fate of the other 
but preſerves its vigor when that is de- , 
: ftroi'd. St, Paul whom TI beforemention'd, ' 
is a ready inſtance of-it, who.profeſles to 
be content inwhat ever ſtate ; Contentment 
being not ſo in{eparately link'd to external 
things, but-thar they may ſubfiſt apart. 
. | Thar thoſe are often withour it we are 
' foo ſure, and thatit may be without rhem 
&® 1s as certainly trues' tho, by our own.de- 
| fault we have not ſo many examples of 
' It. A heart thar rightly compures 'the 
: diffzrence between temporals and eter- 
| nals, may reſolve. with tae' Prophet, 4/- 
| ER” tha 
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tho the jig.t-ce ſhall not bloſſom , neither 
ſhall fru't bein the vines, the labor of the 
olinre ſhal! ful, and the fields ſhall yield 0 
men; the flocks ſhall be cut off from the 


ſod, .cnd there ſhall be ma herds inthe Fall ; 
Jet 4 wil rejoice in the Lord, 1 will joy mn | 


ih» God of my Salvation. Hab. 3. 17, 18, 


H- that has God. need not much-deplore: * 


the want of any thing elle : nor can he that 
conſidersth? plenty and glory of his future 
ſtate, b2 muCca deje&ted with the want or 
the abj2&nefs of his preſent. 

9; YEr ſo indulgent is God to our 
infirmities,, that: knowing how unapt our 
impatient natures are to walk only by 
faith, and not at all by fight, 2 Cor. 5. 7. he 
is pleas'd to give us fair antepaſts of ſa- 
tistaction here, diſpenſes his temporal 
bleflings tho nor equally, yet fo univer- 
{ally, tharhe that has leaſt, has enough to 
oblige nor. only his acquieſcence, bur his 
thankfulneſs. Tho every man has not all 
he withes, -yet he has that which is more 
valuable then that he complains to want ; 


nay which he himſelf could worle ſpare 


were it put to his option. _ 

Io. AND now trom ſuch a diſpoſure of 
things wo would not expeCtt that man- 
kind ſhould be the cheerfulleſt part of the 

Eb creation ? 
| & 


Ly 
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creation :. that the ſun Should not more 
rejoice of run his courſe Plal. 19. 5. then 
man ſhould to finith his : that a-journ 

which has ſo bleſicd an end, and fuck 
good accommodation by the way, ſhould 
be paſt with all imaginable alacrity ,; and 
thar we ſhould live here praQicers and 


learners of that ſtate of unmix'd inter- 


- minable joies to which we aſpire. Bur 


2 > 7 


- alas it we look upon the univerſality of 


men , we ſhall find it nothing 1o. ; bur 
while all other creatures gladiomly fol. 
low the order of their creation , take ple- 
ſure in thoſe things God has aflign'd. for 
them, we with a {ullcn perverſneſs quar- 
rel at what we ſhould enjoy, and ineve- 
ry thing make it our buſineſs, not to fir 
it for our uſe, but to find out ſome con- 


| celed quality which may render it unfit, 
| We look infidiouſly upon our bleſſings, 


likemen that deſign'd only ro pick a quar- 
rel, and ſtart a pretence for 1utining. 
From hence it i; that man. who was de- 
ſign'd the Lord of the world, to whoſe 
ſatisfaction all inferior beings were to 
contribute, is now the unhappiett of the 


| Creatures : nay as-it the whole order of 


the univerſe were inverted, he becomes 
ſlave to his own yaſlals, courts all theſe 
| | WO little 


* 
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|. little ſublunary things with ſuch paſſion. s Þ t 
h that if they prove coy and fly his embra« | x; 
h '' » © ces, he is madand deſperate: if they fling ': 1, 


| | _ themſelves into his arms, he is then glut | F 
li red and ſatisfied, like Amnon he hates p 
"a more then he loved 2 Sam.13,15.andisficker © þ 
of his poſleſſion, then he was of his deſire. 1 
"Ip 10. AND thus will it ever be till we | | c 
j ' can keep our deſires more at home, and | c 
i not ſuffer them to ramble afrer things * 0 
l, without our reach.,* That honeſt Roman' | y 
u who trom his extraordinary induſtry-up- } 

W i on his lictle ſpot of ground received ſuch * y 
h __ anincreaſe as brought him under ſaſpi- * 
| this cion of witchcraft, is a good example : | þ 
"BR for us, God has placed none of usin ſo. * x 
f barren a- ſoil, in ſo forlorn a ſtate, but .' x 
ff  * there is ſomthing in it which may afford _ | | 
i us comfort ; let us husband that to the ut= | 
ll! moſt, and tis ſcarce"imaginable what im- x 
17% provements even he that appears the moſt ' = « 
W | miſerable may , make of his condition. Þ x 
Wi But if in a fullen humor we will not cul- © « 
i418! tivate our own field , becauſe we have | « 
| F | perhaps more mind go our neighbors, we þ 
7 * may thank our ſelfeFif we ſtarve. The © 7 
i . **defpiling of what God has already given 3 < 
"| _ us, is ſure but a cold invitation to farther 7 ( 
I! bounty, Mun arc 1deed forced ſomtimes q « 

' | 
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5 .. to reward the mutinous : but God is not 
- , tobeſoartaqued, nor is it that ſort of vio- 
g 2 Jence which can ever foree heaven. The 
< .. Heathen could ſay that Jupiter ſent his 
S | plagues amonglt the poorer fort of men, 
r + becauſe they were alwaies repining : and 

indeed there is ſo much of truth in the 


© obſervation, that our impatience and diſ. 

4 * content at our preſent condition , is- the - 
s\ * greateſt proyocation to God'to make it 

1 3 worſe, _ 

; 1 11. Ir muſt therefore be reſolv'd to be 

1 * very contrary to our,intereſt, and ſurely 

. tis no leſs to our duty. It is lo if we do 


2  » butown ourſelves men, for in that is im- 
>. © plidaſubordinationand ſubmiſſion to that 
© . | Power that made us ſo, and to diſpute 
|. | his manageryof the world, to make other 
- © diſtributions of it then he has don, 1s to 
- © renounce our ſubjection, and ſet up for : 
= dominion... Bur this is yet more intole- 
» rableas were Chriſtians, it being a ſpe. 
- = cal part of the Evyangelical diſcipline , 
; 2 Cherefully to conform to any condition:to 
know how to be abaſed, and how to abound z 
: 2 robe full andtobe hungry, Phil. 4.12. to be 
| .& careful for nothing ver. 6. Nay lo little do's 
2 Chriſtgivecountenance to our peeviſh dil- 
2 contents, our wanton out-cries when we 
= 7 | B 2 | are , 


K 


£ 


I een 


12 The Art,of Contentment. - 


—_———t— et ————_ 


are not hurt, that he requires more then a 
contentment, an exultancy and tranſport 
vt joy even under the heavieſt preſſures, 


' Under reproches and perſecutions. Mes. 
.* - jorce ye in that day, and leap for joy Luk. 6. 


23. And ſure nothing can be more con- 
atrary to this, then to be alwaies whining 


© andcomplaining, crying. in the Prophets 


phraſe, my leanneſs my leanneſs, wo 15 me. 
Ifa.. 25. 16, when perhaps Moſes's fimile 
do's berter fit our ſtare, 7eſurum waxed fat 
and kicked, D2ut. 32.15. 

12. AND as this querulous humor 1s 
againtt our intereſt and duty , ſo is it Vvi- 
ſibly againſt our eaſe. - Tis a fickneſs of 
the mind, a perpetual gnawing and cra- 
ving of the appetite without any poſhbi- 


lity of ſatisfaction : and-1ndeed is the ſame 


in the heart which the Caninus . appetitus 
is in the ſtomach , to which we may aptly 
enough apply thar deſcription we find in 
the Prophet, he-shall ſnatch on the right 
Land and ve hungry , and he shall eat on the 


left and not be ſatisfied, Flay, 9. 20, Where ' 


this ſharp, this fretting humor- abounds , 
nothing converts into nurithment : every 
new acceſſion do's but excite ſome new 
defire ; andas tis obſerv'd ofatrencher-ted 
dog, that he taſts not one bit for the _ 

| y 
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dy expectation of the next ; ſo a diſcon« 
tented mind is ſo intent upon his purſuits, 
that he hasno reliſh of his acqueſts, So 


. that what the Prophet ſpeaks of the Co- 


vetous, is equally appliable to all other 
ſorts of Male-contents : he znlarges- his 
deſires as hell, andis as death, and cannot 
be ſatisfied, Hab. 2.5 And lure if the 
deſire accomplished be, as Solomon ſaies, 
ſweet. to the ſoul, Prov. 13. 19. it muſt 
be exceedingly bitter, to be thus cone 


. demned to endleſs unaccompliſhable de- 


ſires ; and yet this is the torture which 
every repining uncontented ſpirit provides 

tor its ſelf. 7 | 
13. WHAr a madneſs is it then for 
men to be 1o deſperatly bent againſt their 
intereſt and duty, as to renounce even 
their caſe roo for company ? One would 
think this age were ſenſual enough to be 
at defiance with the leaſt ſhadow of unea- 
finets. It is ſoIam ſure where it ought 
not, every thingis laborious when tis in 
compliance with their duty. A few minutes 
ſpent in praier Oh what a wearineſs is it ! 
Mal, 2. 13. If they chance but to miſs a 
incal, they are ready to cry out, their knees 
are\weak with faſting. Pla. 109, 23. yet 
they cx without regret, or any ſelf-com- 
| :  .-- cpallion', 
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paſlion, maccrate and cruciate themſelves 
with anxious cares and vexations, and 
as the Apottles ſpeaks 1-Tim. 6. 10. prerce 


. Themſelves thro with many ſorrows, That 


propoſal therefore which was very rafhl 
made by St. Peter to our Saviour , Maſter 
pity thy ſelf , Mat. 16. 22, which we render 


 beit far from thee, would here be an ad- 


Viſed motion to the generality of: man- 
Kind, who are commonly made unhap- 
py not by any thing without them, bur 
by thoſe - reſtleſs impatiencjes that are 


within them, | 
' 14. IT may therefore be a ſcaſonable ' 


office to endeavor the appealing thoſe 


MRorms, by recalling them to rchole ſober 


rational conſiderations , which may ſhz 

as well the folly, as uneafineſs of this” re- 
pining unſatisfiable humor. ' Tis certain 
that in true reaſoning , we can find no- 
thing whercon to found it, but a great 
deal to inforce the contrary. Indeed tis 
lo muchNgainlt the dictate of 'reaſona- 
ble nature to affe& damage, fin, and 
torment, that were there nothing elle to 
be ſaid but what 1 have already menti- 


- on'd,, it might competently diſcover the. 


great unreatonableneſs of this fin, 
15, But we need not confine our ap- 


peal 


| SEcr. 1. 4tsC onnexion with Happineſs. 15 


peal to reaſon, as it is only a judgof u- 


' rility and advantage; butinlargeir to a- 


nother notion, as it is judg of equity and 
right: in-which reſpect alſo it gives as . 
cleer and peremtory a ſentence againſt 


| a] murmuring and impatience, To evince 
{ this I ſhall infiſt upon theſe particulars, 


I. That God is debtor to no man, and 
therefore what ever he affords to. any , it 


| 15 upon bounty not of right, benevo. 


lence not a due. ey, That this bounty 1s 
not ſtraight or narrow , confin'd to fome 


| few particular perſons, and wholly over- 


s$kipping the reſt, but more or leſs univer- 


4 fally dittuſed toaill. So that he who has 
” the leaſtzcannot juſtly ſay but he has bin1i- 


berally dealt with. 3'y. That if we compare 
our bleſſings with our allaies, our good 
things with our evil, we ſhall find our 
good far ſurmounting. 47. That we ſhall 


' find them yet. more ſo, if we Compare 


©: 1A A 
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them with the good we have don, as. on. 
the contrary we ſhall find our aflictions 
{ſcarce diſcernible if balanced with our 
fins. 51y, That as God is Rector of the uni- 


verſe, ſo it appertains to him to make ſuch 


allotments, ſuch diſtributions, as may belt 
preſerve the ſtate of the whole. 61y. That 
God notwith{tanding that univerſal care , 

| has 
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has alſo a gronling aſpect on every parti- 


cular Perſon, and diſpoſes to him what 
he diſcerns beſt for him 1n ſpecial, 7!y If 
we compare our adverſities with thoſe 
of other men, we ſhall alwaies find ſome» 
thing that equals; if not exceeds our own; 
All theſe are certain irrefragable truths , 
and there is none of them ſingle but may , 
if well preſt upon the mind, charm it 
into a calmneſs and reſignation ; but 


when there is ſuch a conſpiration of argu- 


ments, it muſt be a very obſtinate perverſ- 
neſs that can reſiſt them : or ſhould they 


fail to enforce a full conviction ; will yet 


introduce thoſe ſubſidiary proofs, which 
I have to alledg , {o advantagiouſlly , as 


. will, being put together, amount unto 


perfe&t and uncontroulable Evidence, 


\ 
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| TL. 'T HE firſt propoſition, that God is 
1 debtor to no man, is too clear and 
{ apparent to require much of illuſtration : 
. 2 for as he is a tree agent and may a& as 
\ * he pleaſes, ſohe is the ſole proprietary, 
and can wrongfully derain from none, 
| becauſe*all ariginal right is in himſelf; 
' This has bin ſo much acknowledged by 
- the blindeſt Heathens, that none of them 
durſt make inſfolenr addrefles to their 
- Gods, challenge any thing of them as of 
debt , but by ſacrifices and praiers own'd 
| their dependance and wants, and implor'd 
ſupplies. And ſure Chriſtianity teaches 
us not to be more ſawcy. - It thoſe Dei- 
ties who ow'd their very being to their 
| votaries,were yet acknowledged to be the 
; ſpring and ſource of all, we can with no 
- pretcnce deny it to that ſupreme power 
= in whom we Ive, move, and have ownr be- 
| ing, Acts 17,28, For if it were merely an 
4 _C at - 
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a& of lis choice -to give us a being , all + 


his ſubſequent bounties can have no other 
original then his own good pleaſure, We 
could put no obligation upon God before 


we were : and when we began to be, we | 


were his creatures, and ſo by the moſt in« 


; di[putable right owe, our ſelves to him , . 


but can have no antecedent title on which 
to clame any thing from him : ſo that the 
Apoſtle might well make the challenge 
whichhe doth on Gods behalf, who hath 
2ven any thing unto him , and it shall be re- 
compenc'd to hip again? Rom. 11. 35: 


2. Now ordinary diſcretion teaches us | 
' not to be too bold in our expeQtation from 


one to whom we can plead no right. It has 
as little of prudence as modeſty, to preſs 
1mpudently upon the bounty ofa Patron, 
and do's but give him temrtation ( at leaſt 
pretence) to deny, And ifit be thus with 
men, who poſlibly may ſomtimes have an 
intereſt, ſomtimes a vanity to oblige us; it 
mult be much more fo towards God, who 
cannot be in want of us,and therefore need 
not buy us. Our good,as the Pſalmilt ſpeaks, 
extends not th him, Plal. 16. 2. He has a 
fundamental right in that little we are, 
which will ſtand good tho it ſhould ne- 


ver-be corroborated by greater benefits. | 
With 


of 
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© extravagant hopes do very ill befir people 
Z in this condition, We lee the modeſty 
| of good Mephiboſheth , who tho he was 
2 by a flanderous accuſation outed of half 
: theeſtate David had given him, yet upon 
| areflection that he deriv'd it all from iis 
' good pleaſure, diſputed not the ſentence, 
' butchearfully refign'd the whole to the 
| ſame diſpoſure, from which he received 
it, ſaying, Tea, let him take all. 2 Sam. 19. 
' 39. Ararecxample and fit for imitation , 
as being adapted to the preſent caſe, not 
only in that one circumſtance. of his ha- 
ving receiv'd all from the King , but alfo 
11 that of the attainder of his blood, which 
: heconfefles in the former partof the verſe, 
: for all of my fathers houſe were but dead men 
before my Lord. And alas may we not ſay 
the very ſame? was not our whole race 
tainted in our firſt Parent ? So that if God 
had not the primary title of vaſſalage , 
he would in our fall have acquir'd that 
' of confiſcation and eſcheat, And can we 
C2 think 


by 
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think our ſelves then jn terms to capitulate 
and make our own conditions, and ex- 
pect God ſhould humor us in all our wild 
demands ? | 

3. Tris isindeed to keepup that old 
rebellionof our Progenitor, tor that con- 
ſifted in a diſcontent with that portion 
God had aſhgn'd him, and coveting what 


he-had reſtrein'd him, Nay indeed it 


comes up to the height of the Devils pro- 
poſal, theattemting 79 be as God. Gen, 
3.5. For tis an endevor to wreſt the ma- 
nagery out of his hands, to ſuperſede his 


Autority of diſpenſing to us, and to carve , 


for our ſelves. This is ſo mad an inſolence, 
that were it poſſible to ſtate a caſe exactly 
parallel berween man and man, it would 
raiſe the indignation of any that but pre- 


tended to ingenuity. Yet this is, without ,. 
Hy perbole,the true meaning of every mur- © 


muring repining thought we entertain. 
4. Bux as bad as it is, whois there 


of us, that can in this particular ſay,we 


have made our hearts clean ? Prov. 20.9. Tis 
true we maxe ſome formal acknowledg- 
ment ſometimes that we recciveall from 
Gods gift, cuſtom teaches us from our in- 
fancy after cvcry meal we cat to give him 
thanks (tho even that is now thought too 
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much reſpect, and begins ro b- diſcarded 


' as unfaſhionable.) Yet lure he cannot be 


thought to do that in earneſt, that has all 
the time of his cating bin grumbling that 
his table abounds not with ſuch delicacies 


| as his neighbors: And yet at this rate 


God knows are moſt of our thankſgivings. 
Indeed we have not ſo much ordinary ci- 


: vility to God, as we have.to men. The 


- # 
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common proverb teaches us not too Curi- 
ouſly to pry into the-blemiſh?s of what 
is g1ivenus: but on Gods gitts we fit as 
Cenlors , nicely examine every thing 
which is in any way diſagreable. to our 
tancies, and asif we dealt with him under 
the notion of chapmen , diſparage it, as 
Solomon faies buyers uſe to do, zt zx5 
naught, it 15 naught, ſaith the buter, Prov. 
20, 14. Nay we ſeem yet more abſurdly 
to change the ſcene, and as if God were 
to make oblation tous, we as critically 
obſerve the defects of his benefaQions , 
as the Levitical prieſts were to do thoſe of 
the ſacrifice, and '( like angry Deities ) 
{cornfully reje&t,"*what eyer do's not per- 
fetly anſwer our wanton appetites, 

5. AnD now ſhould God take _us at 
our words, withdraw all thoſe bleſſings 
which we ſo faſtidiouſly deſpiſe, what a 

. COns» 
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condition werewe in? Tis ſure we have 
nothing to plead jn reverſe of that judg- 
ment. There is nothing in it againſt ju- 
{tice : for he takes but his own. 
intimates to Iſrael, Hoſ.2. 9. I will -re- 
turn and take away my. corn in the time 
thereof 's and my wine in the ſeaſon thereof, 
and will recover my woot and my flax : 1n 
which he aſlerts his own propriety, my 
corn, my wiite &c. and recalls them to the 


' remembrance that they were but uſufru- 


ctuaries : and tis as evident that our 
tenure is but the ſame. Nay this pro- 
ceeding would not be repugnant even to 
mercy, for even that is not obliged 


* ſtill ro proſtitute its ſelf to our contemt. 


I am ſure ſuch a tolerance 1s beyond all 
the meaſures of human lenity. Should 
any of us offer an alms to an indigent 


wretch, and he when he ſees it is Silver, 
ſhoukd murmur an4 exclame that it is 


not Gold, would we not draw back our 


' hand, and referye our charity for amore 
worthy object ? Tis true indeed Gods 


thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor 
our narrow bowels equal meaſures for the 
divine compaſſions, and we 'experimen- 
rally find that his long-ſuffering infnitly 
exceeds ours, yet we Know he do's in the 

para- 
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= | parableof the Lord and the ſervant Mart. 
” 18, declare that he will proportion his 
” þ mercy by ours, in that inſtance; and we 
” , have no promile that he will not do it. 
© |{ in this: nay we have all reaſon to expect 
/ he ſhould, for ſince his wiſdom promts 
him to do nothing in vain, and all his 
* 2 bounty tous is delign'd to make us hap- 
: Py » when he ſees that end utterly fru- 
Y | ſtrated by our discontents, to what pur- 
+ poſe ſhould he continue that to us which 


© | wewillbenever the better for ? 

y 6. BEs1DEs tho he be exccedingly 
© * Patient, yet he is not negligent or in- - 
? ſenſible, he takes particularftotice, not 
d only with what diligence we employ , 
* _ but with what affeQtion we reſent eve- 
1 ry of his bleſſings. Andas ingratitude is 
: * a vice odious to men, ſo it is extremely 


provoking to God: fo that in'this ſfenſc. 
alſo , the words of our Savior are molt 
true, from him that hath not (:.e, ) that 
hath not a grateful ſenſe and value , s4al/ 
be taken away even that he hath, Mat.. 25. 
29. But we may find a threatning of. this 
kind yet more expreſs to Iſrael, becauſe 

' thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with 
gladneſs and with joifulnzſs of heart for 
. . the abundance of all things, therefore vs 
;  Fholt 
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thou ſerve thine enemies, whom the Lord 
' God will fend among thee, in hunger and in 


tbirſt and m nakedneſs and in want of all 


_ things, Deurt. 28. 27,28. a ſad and diſmal 


inverſion, yct founded wholly in the want 
of that cheerful recognition which God 
expected from them, Andit Iſrael the 


lot of his own inheritance, that people © | 


whom he had fingled out from all the na- 
tions of the world , could thus forfeit his 


favor by unthankfulneſs, ſure none of us 


can ſuppoſe we have any ſurer entail of 
it, In a word as God loves a cheerful 
giver, ſo healfo loyesa cheerful receiver, 


One that complies with his end in be- 


{towing, by rakinga juſt complacence in 
his gifts. But the querulous and unſa- 
tisfied,, reproch his bounty : accuſe him of 
illiberality aad narrowneſs of mind. So 
that he ſeems even in his honor engag'd 
to bring them to a righter apprehenſion 
of him, and by a deprivation teach them 
the value of thoſe good things, which 
they could not learn by the enjo1ment. 

7. Ir therefore ingenuity and grati- 
tude cannot, yet at leaſt Jet prudence 
and felt-love engage us againſt this ſin 
of Murmuring , which we fee do's abun- 
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: gives when he tells us 775 unprofirable, Wit, 
| I. 11. he might have ſaid pernicious alſo, 
: for ſoit evidently is in its effect. Let us 
; then arm our ſelves againſt it, and to that 
| purpoſe impreſs deeply upon our minds the 
; Preſent conſideration, that God owes us 
| nothing, and that what ever we receive is 
| analms and nota tribute. Dzggenes be. 
| 1ng asked what Wine drank the raoſt ple. 
| ſaht, anfwered, rhat which is drunk at an. 
' others coſt, And this circumſtance we 


can never mils of ro fecommendour good 


| things to us © for be they lirtle or much, 
| they come gratis, When therefore in 


a pettiſh mood we find ourſelves apr to 


| charge God fooliſhly , and to think him 
| ſtrait-handed towards us, ler us imagine 


we hear God expoſtulating with us, as 
the houſholder in the parable, Friend F 


| : . . 
| do thee no wrong : is it not lawful for me 


to do what I will with mine own? Mat. 20. 
I5. It God have not the right of diſpo- 
ſing, let us find out thoſe that have, and 
ſce how much better we ſhall ſpeed : but 
if he hath, letusrake heed of diſputing 
with him, We that (ublilt merely by his 
favor, had need court and cheriſh it by 
all the arts of hamble obferyance. E- 
very man is ready to fay how ill beggary- 
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and pride do agree. The firit qualification 
we.cannot putoff; O let us not provide 
it of the other ſo inconvenient, 10 odious 
an adjun&. Let us leave off preſcribing 
to God ( which no ingenious man would 
do to an earthly benetadtor ) and let us 
betake our ſelves to a morc holy and fuc- 
ccistul policy, the acknowledgment- of 
paſt mercies, and our own unworthinels, 
This was Facobs method, 7 am not wor- 
thy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth which thou haſt shew'd unto thy 
ſervant : for with my ſtaff T paſſed over this 
Fordan , and now 1 am vecome two bands , 
and with this humble pretace he introduces 
his petition for reſcue 1n his preſent di- 
itreis , Delver me 1 pray thee from the hand 
of my brother, &Cc, Gen. 32. 10,11. An 
excellent pattern of Divine Rhetoric, 
which the ſucceſs demonſtrates to have 
bin very prevalent. And we cannot tran 
{cribe a better copy, to render our de- 
fires as {accesful. Tndeed we are lo ut- 
terly deitirufe of all arguments from our 
{clyes, that we can make no reaſonable 
torm-of addreſs, if we found it not in: 
ſomthing of God: and there 1s nothing 
even in him adapted to our purpoſe, but 
his mercy, ror. can that be 1o advan- 
; tages 
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| Sect. IL. Of Gods Abſolute Soveraignty, 27 
| tageouſly urged by any thing, as by the 


| former inſtances 1t has given of ir felt: 
| fos as God only 1s fit to be a precedent to 
| himſelf, ſo he loves tobe fo. Thus we 
find, aot only Moſes, bur God often re- 
| coileing, his miraculous favors towards 
| J/rael, as an argument to do more : let us 
; therefore accoit him in his own way ,, and 
by a frequent and grateful recounting of 
, | his former mercies, engage himto turure, - 
* Nor need we be art a loſs for matter of ſuch 
 recolleQion, if we will but ſerioully conft- 
| der what we have already received, which 
| is the ſubject of the next Section, 
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SEC J3K 


Of Gods Unlimited Bounty. 


\ 


1. T T is the known character oF an un- 
worthy nature; to write 1njuries in 


WW 


Marble, and benefits in duſt : and how- | 


ever lome (as Seneca well obſerves ) may 
acquit themſelves of this imputation as 


to man, yet ſcarce any do ſo inrelation | 


ro God. 


nor can do us injury : yet we receive a” 
ny thing that is adverſe with ſuch a re- 
ſentment as if it were, and engrave that 
in our memorics with indelible characters, 


whilſt his great and real benefits are either | 


not at al} obſerv'd, or with fo tranſient 
an advertgnce that the compariſonof duſt 


_. 1Sheyonqourpitch, and we may more 


properly be ſaid towrite them in water. 
Nay ſo far are we from keeping records 
and regiſters of his favors, that even thoſe 


_ 


Tis true indeed the charge muſt | 
| be a little varied, for God neither will : 
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ſtanding and fixt ones which ſenſe can * 


Pronit us to( without the aid of our memo- 
11S) Cannot obtain our notice. 
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" 2. WER es. it not thus, it were impoſ=- 
: fible for men to be ſo perpetually 1n the 
2 complaining Key, as if their voices were 
capable of no other ſound,, One wants 
this, and another that, and a third ſom- 

| thing beyond them both , and ſo on ad. 
' ?njmitum ; when all this while eyery one of 
- | themenjoies a, multitude of good things 
1 | withoutany remark, That very bre th 
- | whecewith they utter their complaints , is 
7 } ablefling, anda tundamegnral one too: for 
; | if God ſhould withdraw that, they were 
| ; incapable of whatſoever elſe they either 
' } have, or defire. Tis true that ſome mens 
| | impatiencies have riſen ſo high, as to caſt 
away life, becauſe it was not clothed with 
all circumſtances they wiſht, Yet theſe 
are rare inſtances, and do only ſhew ſuch 
: mens depraved judgment of things. A 
;' rich jewel is not the leſs valuable, becauſe 
. amaqdmanin his raving fit flings it into 
the fire : but asto the generality of men, 
; thedevil (rhoa liar) gave a true account 
2 of their ſenſe, when he ſaid, Skin for skin, 
and all that a man hath will hegive for his 
life. Job. 2.4. And tho perhapsinan an- 
gry fit many men have with Jonas, Chap. 
4- 3. wisht to die, yetten to one ſhould 
death thenicome, they would be as willing 


to 
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to divertit,as was the manin the Apologue 
who wearied-with his burden of fticks, | , 
flung it down and call'd for death,but when |. © 
he came, own'd no other occaſion for him, | 
but to be helpt up again with his bundle. !. - 
- Idareinthis appeal to the experience of 5 
thoſe, who have ſeemed very weary of life, . 
whether when any ſuddain danger has ſur- - 
priſed them, it has not as ſuddainly altered O 
their mind , and made them more deſire ky 


life, then before they abhorr'd it, Tis the 
common ſaying, As long as there 1s lite F. }, 
there is hope: there isſo as to ſecular con- C 
ccrns, for what ſtrange revolutions do we | _ 
often ſee in the age of a man? from what |. P 
 Ceſpicable beginnings have many earriv'd | 
, tothe moſtſplendid conditions? of which |'- 
we have divers modern as well as ancient 


inſtances. And indeed tis admirable to fee t 
what time and induſtry will (with Gods i 
blefling) effect, But there is no work, nor , : 
device, nor knowlede, nor, wiſdom in the l 
grave. ECCc.9. 10. we can improve no more 
when we are once tranſplanted thither, l. 


3. Bur this is yet much more conh- 
derible in reſpe& of our ſpiritual ſtate. | 1 

s Our lite is the 4ay wherein we are 0 work, | 
Fob. 9. 4. (ycato work out our Salvation: 
but cohen the night comes (when death 0- 
Hi : VCTre 


iy 4 
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'vertakes) no man can work, Now alas 
 whentis conſider'd how much of this day 
? | the moſt of us have loiter'd away, how 
|. many of us have ſtood idle trill the fixth 
» |. or ninth hour, it will be our concern 
JF | | not fo have our day Cloſe before the e- 
leventh, Nay alas tis yet worſe with us: 
_ we-have not only bin idle , but very often 
4 | ill bufied, ſo that we. have a great part 
of our time to unravel; and thatis not 

- to be donin a moment. For tho our works 
re. | may fitly enough be repreſented by the 
Prophets compariſon of a ſpiders web , I- 


L ſay. 59 5. yet they want the beſt pro- 
1r | perty even of that ; they cannot be ſo ſoon 
* F undon. Vices that are radicated by time 


and cuſtom, lie roo deep to be lightly 


> - our ſelves to the will of parting with 


3s hem. Many violences we muſt ofter to 
' our ſelves, a long and {tri courſe of 
mortification muſt be gon thro, ere we 
..can find in our hearts to bid them-be gon - 
and yet when wedo ſo, they are not fo 
tractable as the Centurions ſervants. T hey 

he 0. 11; | ae 
will indeed come when eyer we bid them, 


aj | bur they will ſcarce go ſo: they muſt be 
\. expell'd by force and by ilow degrees z we 
3. mult fight for every inch of ground we 


- if | gain 
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gain from them : and as God would not 
aſliſt the /ſraelites to ſubdue the Canaas . 
Nites at-once, Deut. 7. 22. ſo neither ordi- 
narily do's he us to maſter perfe&ly our 
corruption, Now a proceſs of this diff- | 
culty is.not to be diſpacht on a ſudden. | 
And yet this is not all our task, for w 
have not only ill habits to extirpate, but 
we have alſo good ones to acquire ; tis 
not a mere negative vertue will ſerve our _ 
rurns, nor will emty lamps enter us into |. 
the marriage chamber, Mat. 25.10, Wet t 
muſt add to our faith vertue , and to vertue | © 
knowlede , and to kntvxwledg temperance, 8&c, | 
2 Pet. 1.5. Nolink muſt be wanting of t 
that ſacred chain, but we muſt {as the ſame | b 
Apoſtle adviſes) be holy in all manner of con= |! 
verſation. 1 Pet. 1. 15+ :.O 

4. AND now I would deſire the Rea»' | Þ 
der ſcrioully to conſider, whether he can | r1 
upon good grounds tell himſelf that this  h 
ſoditficult (and yet ſoneceſſary) a work n 
is effectually wrought in him. If it be, t: 
he is a happy man, andcan with no prc= | n 
tence complain of any external want ; Che | tc 
that is fed with Manna , muſt be ſtrangely tt 
perverſe if he murmur for a belly-full of |' © 
lecks and 01045, Num.n.5.)But on the con» | | it 
trary he OwCcs infinite thanks to God, that | hi 
ES hs 
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t 3 has ſpared him time for this im portant bu= 
7 finels, and didnot puta period to his na- 
i- * tural life, before he had begun a ſpiritual, 


c, ſons only to look on it as a bleſſing in 
of the retroſpe&, as it relates to the paſt, 
ne | butallo inthe preſcnt-and future : which 
n= | if they continue to employ well, do's not 

| only confirm, but advance their reward. 
12+ Beſides God may pleaſe by them to glo- 
an  rify himſelf, make them inſtrumental to 
his his ſervice ; which as it 15 the greateſt ho- 
rk | nor, ſo it is alſo the greateſt fatisfa&tion 
e, | toa good heart. He ſhows himſelf too. 
rc=  merccnary,that ſo longs for his reward, as 
he | to grow inpatient of his attendances: he 
ly that loves God, thinks himſelt bleſt in the - 
of | opportunity of doing work, as well as 
»n»| | in: receiving wages. Thus we ſee how 
hat | life is under all theſe aſpects a mercy to 
1125 F. a 


: Forl fear there are among the belt of us 
; tewot ſo intire an innocence , but they 


may remember ſome, cither habits oracts 


? of fin, in which 4t would have bin dread. 
! ful for them to Have bin ſnatcht away, 
| And then how comprehenſive, how pro- 
 Iific a mercy has life bin to them, when 
' it has Carried eternity . in its womb, and 
|. their continuance on carth has qualified 
'. them for heaven? Neither are ſuch per- 


fo. 
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a pious man, and ſuch as not oaly obiiges 
him to contentment, but gratitude. 
5, BUT ſuppoſing a man cannot give 
this comfortable account of his life, but 
is con{cious that he has ſpent it to a very 
different purpoſe, yet do's not that at all 
leflen his obligation to God, who meant 
* he ſhould haye emploi'd it better, and thar 
\he has not don ſo is merely his own fault. 
Nay indeed the worſe his ſtate is,the great- 
er mercy it is, that God has not yet made |. 
it irreverſible, that he has not cut him off 
at once from the earth and the poſſibility | 
of heaven too, butaffords him yet a longer 
_ day, if yet he will hear his vorce, Pla. gs. 7. 
This long-ſuffering is one of the moſt tran- 
{cendent acts of divine goodnefs,and there- 
fore the Apoſtle rightly ftiles it 7he riches 
of his/ goodneſs and long-ſuffering and for- 
bearauce, Rom. 2. 4. and foatlaſt we com- 
monly acknowledg it, when we have worn 
if out, and can no longer receiveadvantage | 
by it. What-a value do's a gaſping de- 
ſpairing ſoul put upon a ſmall parcel of | 
that time, which betore he knew not how 
fait enough to ſquander Oh that men 
wouid ſet the ſame eſtimate on it before: | t 
and then certainly as it would make them | ij 
better husbands oft 1t, ſo it would alſo ren- 
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| der them more thankful for it Accounting 
that the long-ſuffering of our Lord 15 ſalua* 
| £707...2 Pet. 3. 15. . 


6. Invs Epdid men butrightly com- 


' pute the benefit of life upon this ſcore, 
| all ſecular encumbrances and uncaſineſſes 
| of it , ould be overwhelmed, and ftand 
| only as Cyphers in the account, Whar- 


a. ſhame is it then that we ſhould ſpend 


\- our breath in ſighs and out-cries ? which 


if we would employ to thoſe nobler ends 
for which twas given, would ſuperſede 
our complaints, aovd make us conteſs we 
were well dealt with, that our /zfe ( tho 
barc and itript of all outward acceſſaries ) 
is given us for a prey, Jer. 45.5. Andindeed 
he that has yet the great work of life to 
do, can very ill ſpare time or ſorrow to 
b:{itow upon the regretting any temporal 
diftreſs, ſince his whole ſtock is little 


enough to bewail and repair his neglects 


of his eternal concerns, Were all our lives 
therefore deſtitute of all outward com= 
tort, nay were they nothing but a ſcene 
of perpetual diſaſters, yet this one ad- 
vantage of lite would infinitly outweigh 
them all, and render our murmurings very 
inexcuſable, 
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7. Bu r God has not put this to the 
utmoſt trial, ha's never plac'd any man 
in ſuch a ſtate of unmixt calamity, but 
that he ſtill affords many and great allaies: 


9m my 


he finds it fir ſointimes to detalk ſome of | 
our outward comforts, and perhaps im- 
bitter others, but he never takes all a- 


way. This mutt be-acknowledg'd, it we 


do bur conſider how many things there - 


are in which the whole race of mankind 
do in common partake. The four Ele- 
ments, Fire and Water, Air and Earth, do 
not more make up every mans compoli- 


tion, then they ſupply hisneeds: the whole: 


+0) "SOOT > ur 


hoſt of heaven, the Sun, Moon and Stars, |. 


Moſes will tell us, are-by God divided to . 


all nations under th? whole Heaven ,-Deut. 


4.19. Thole reſplendent bodies, equal- | 


ly afford their light and influence to all. 
The ſun ſhines as bright on the poor Cot- 
tage, as on the moſt magnificent Palace g 
and the Stars have their benign Aſpects, as 

j: as for 


himthat ſitteth on the Throne. ExX.11.5,Pro- 
pricty(that great incendiary below)breeds 
no confuſion 1n thoſe celeſtial Orbs, but 
they are every mans treſure, yet no mans 
_ peculiar(as if they meant to teach us, that 

ourlove of appropriation deſcends not from 
E.. above 
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| above, Jam. 3. 15-is no heavenly quality.) 
n | 8. AxD as they make no diſtin&tion 
1t |} of theranks and degrees of men , ſo nei- 


S: | | ther do they of their vertues, Our Sa- 
df || viourtells us, God cauſes his Sun to riſe on 
1- | the good and on 1he evil, and ſendeth rain 


on the juſt and on the unjuſt, Mat. 5. 45, If 
now we deſcend lower to the ſublunary 
re -| creatures, they equally pay their homage 
d |! to man, do'not diſdain the dominion of 
2- || the poor, and ſubmit to that of the rich, 

o || but ſhew us that that their inſtinct extends 
i- _ to the whole nature. An horle draws the 
le' | poor mans plough, as tamely as the Prin- 
, |. cescharior, and the beggars hungry-Cur 
fo . | follow him with as much obſequiouſneſs 
t. | andaftetion/as the pamper'd lap-dogs of 
[- ©! theniceſt Ladies. The ſheep obey a poor 
l. | mercenary ſhepherd as well as they did the 
= — daughter of the wealthy Laban, Gen. 29. 
> | 9.orof Jethroa Prince, Exod. 2.16.aiid as 
S | willingly yield their fleece ro clothe Za- 
r_ - Zzarus,as'to make purple for Dives. And , 
)- | as animals, ſo vegetables are as communi- 
ls | cative of their qualities to one man as ano- 
t * ther. The'corn nuriſhes, the truits re- 
$S ., freſh, the flowers. delight, the ſimples 
t } curethe poor man as well as the rich. 

9. Bur I foreſee it will be objected, 
e 4 T £ ' thar 
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that theſe natural privileges are infigni- | | 


ficant , becauſe they are evacuated by T 


thoſe poſitive laws which bound proprie= 
ty, and that therefore tho one man could 


uſe the creatures as well as another, yet | 


every man has them not to uſe, 1 anſwer | 
that tor ſome of the things I nl menti- 
on'd, they are {till in their native latitude, 
cannot be incloled or monopoliz'd, The 
moſt ravenous « ppreflor could never yet | 


lock up the ſunin his chett : he 7hat laies | 


houſe to houſe, and land to land, till there be 


no place , Eſa. 5. $, cannot incloſe the |: 
COMMON Alr. _ the like may be ſaid of | 


divers of the reit: ſo that there are ſome 
(and thoſe no —_— bleſſings, which con- 
tinue {till the indeteihible right of man- 
Kind in general. 
10. As for thoſe other things which 
archable to the reſtrictive terms of meum 
1d 7772, tis not to bedentd but there. 
is vaſt difference in the diſpenſing then; 
as great as Nat hans parable deſcribes, when 
bro 7 Jaks of the numerous flocks of the 
rich man, and the /igle ewe lamb of the 
poor , 2 Sam. 12.2, yet -theveiis {carce any 
!o deplorably indigent, but that by one 
meanzor other, he ” has or may have the 
ne cp! >orts of life. Perhaps _ 
all 
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« |: fall 'nor into his lap by birth-right and 
/ inheritance, yet they are acquirable by 
| labor and induſtry , which is perhaps the 
”! better tenure. They cannot it may be 
! arrive to Sodoms fulneſs of $read: yet if 
'} they have not her abundance of ldlenefs, 
| Ez. 16, 49. they commonly need nor want 
, 7 that, which was the height of Agyurs wiſh, 
> * food convenient, Pro. 30.8. Tis trueindeed, 
© (4 If they will fold their hands 1n their bo- 
e þ ſom, if with Solomons /[uggard, they will not 
> þ + plow by reaſon of the.cold, they muſt take - 
> |: his fate in thelummer;,as they have hiseaſe 
E |: in the winter, hey may beg 1 harveſt, and 
> |: havenothing, Prov. 20. 4. but then tis 
. |: viſible they are the Authors of their own 
: neceflities. And indeed to men of ſuch 
lazy careleſs natures, tis hard to fay, what, 
\ .; degree of Gods bounty can keep them 
, *.,from want, ſince we often lee the faireſt 
- - fortuncs, diſſipated as well by the ſupine 
- | negligence, as the riotous prodigality of 
; 7 the owners, And therefore if men wit} 
. © beidle, they are not to accuſe God, but wo 
, © themſelves it they be indigent. 
- } 11, Bur then there is one caſe wherein 
. * men ſeem mpre inevitable expos'd, and 
that is when by age, ſickneſs, or decre- 
ritnels, they. are diſabled from. work ; 
Or 
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| being his proxies and repreſentatives, made: 
them letters of Attorny (as it were) to 
demand reliet in his name, and upon his | 
_ account. And tho tis too true, that even | 
that Autority will not prevail with many 
of the rich to open their purſes; yet even 
in this Age of frozen charity , there are 
{till ſome who remember upon what terms 
they received their wealth, and employ | 
it accordingly. And tho the number of 
them is not fo great as were to be wiſhr, 
yet there are in all parts ſome ſcattered 
hereand there hke Cres of refuge in the 
| Land, Deur. 19. 2. to which theſe poor 
diſtreſſed creatures may flee for ſuccour, - 
And I think I may ſay, that between 
the legal proviſions that are made in this 
caſe aud voluntary contributions, there 
are not very many that want the things 
that are of abſolute neceſlity : and we 


> PO re 
= 


know St. Paui comprizes thoſe in a ſmall | 


compals, food and raiment, and propoſes 
5 them 


A EOS 
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Or . them as ſuthcicnt materials of . Content, 
2q|.1 Tim. 6. . I ſay notthis to contract 
| any mans bowels, or leſſen his compaſſions 
- to ſuch: poor wtetches, For how much 
het | Coevecr they lend, I wiſh, as Foab did inan- 
rk ; other caſe ro Davz:d, the Lori 7t9.increaſe 
of 1 it a hundred fold, 2 Sam. 24. 3- 4 owly 
le / urge 1t as an evidence of tne aflertion ] 
0. am to prove, that no man. is ſo preter= 
mitted by God in his diſpoſal of termpo- 
ralls, bur that even he that icems the moſt 
abandon'd has a ſhare in his providence , 
n |. andconſequently cannot juſtly murmur , 
e |. fince even this ſtate which 1s the Iiughe(t 
1s | inſtance of human indigence, is not with- 
y | | out its receits from God, 

f 12. BUT the number in this form are 
- bur few, compar'd to thoſe in ahigher : 
4 : for between this and the higheſt afluence, 
- 

r 


15S 


' how many intermedial degrees are there, 
in which men partake not only of the ne- 

. .. ceſſaries, but comforts of life; that have 
2 not only food and raiment, but their di- 
ſtin&tion of holy-day and working-day - 

| fare andapparel ? He that is bur one ſtep 
adyanced from beggary has io much, he 

' that has got to a ſecond has mor* then 
' is neceſſary - and ſo every degree riſes in 
| plenty till it comes to vanity and exceſs. 
S--- yy And 
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And even there too there are gradual ri- 
ſings, ſome having ſo-much fewel for lu- 
xury , that they arc at as great a loſs for 
invention, as others can be for materials, 
and complain that there are no farther r1- 
ots left. tor them to efſay, How many 
are there who have ſo cloy'd and glutted 
- their ſenſes, that they want ſome other 
inlets for pleſure, and with the rich man 
in the Golpel, arc in diſtreſs where to be« 
itow their abundance ? | | 
13, AND furc ſuch as theſe cannot de- 
ny that they have received good things , 
yet generally there are none leſs conten- 
ted? which is a clear demonſtration, that 
our repinings proceed not from any de» 
fet of bounty in God , but from the ma- 
lignant temper of our own hearts. And as 
itis an cahier thing to fatisſy the cravings 
of an hungry, then to cure the nauſeous 
recollings of a ſurfeited ftomach 3 ſo cer- 
tainly the diſcontents of the poor , are 
much eaſier allar'd then thoſe of the rich : 


the indigence of the one has contracted + 


his defircs,and has taught him not to look | 


farther then a little beyond bare necefla- 
ries, {o that a moderate Alms fatisfies, and 
a liberal tranſports him : but he who by a 
perpetual repletion has his deſires _— 
S_ an 
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1- | andextended, is capable of no fuch ſa- 
1- | tisfation. When his enjoiments fore-ſtall 
'r | all particular purſuits, and he knows not 
3, upon what to faſten his next wiſh ; yet e- 
i ven then he has ſome confus'd. unform'd 
y appetices, and thinks himſelt miſerable be- 
r 

n 


cauſe he cannot tell what would make hit 
more happy. And yet this is that envi'd 
. ſtate which men with fo much greedineſs 
- aſpire to: every man looks on it asthe top 
of felicity to have nothing more to with 
; 1 in the world. And yet alas even that when 
, attain'd, would be their torment. Let men 
p never think'then that Contentment is to 
C} becaughtby long and forreign chaſes ; he 
* | isliktlieſt to findit who fits at home, and 
: duly contemplates thoſe bleflings which 
5 God has brought within his reach,, of 
; which every man has a fair proportion, if 
he will advert to it, 

14. For beſides theſe external accel- - 
| fions (of which the meaneſt have ſome, 
the middle ſorr a great deal , and the 

uppermoſt rather too much ) man is a 

principality within himſelf, and has in 

his compoſure ſo many excellent irapreſſes 

7 of his Makers power and goodneſs, that he 
need not ask leave of any exterior thing 
* tobehappy, if he know but aright how 
F 2 | to 
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to value himſelf. The very meaneſt part 
of him, Ins body is a piece of admirable 
wors.man-ſhip,of a moſt incomprehenſible 
contrivancez as the Plalmilt fajes, he is 
fearfully and wonderfully made ; and tis 


aſtoniſhing to think of what a ſymmetry of | 


parts this beautitul fabric is made up. Nor 
are they only for ſhew, but 'uſe: every 
member, every limb is indowed with a 
Marticular faculty to render it ſerviceable 
bo the whole ; and-ſo admirable is the con- 
texture of veins and arterics, finews and 
muicels, nerves and tendons, that none are 
ſupertiuous,but ſome way or other contri- 
bute to vegetation, ſenſe, or motion. Nay 
the molt noble ayd mo# nicful parts are all 
of them doubic, not only as a reſerve in 
caſe of mitadycnture of one part ;z but alſo 
asan intance of the bounty of the Donor, 
And indeed tis obſervable of Galez in his 
writings,that after he had taken great care 
to exemt himſelf and all of his profeflion 
from taking notice of the Deity, by ſay ing 
that to diſcourſe concerning the Gods was 
the task of ſpeculative philoſophers ; yet 
coming to write ae uſu partium, and con- 
{idering. the frame of human bodies, and 
therein-diſcovering.the wonderful contri- 
vaiice of every patt in retercnce to its _ 
an 
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' and alſo to the whole ; their {trength, a- 


gility , and yarious movement , infinitly 
{ſurpaſſing the powers of all Mechanic en- 
ines ; he ſeems to have had the fate we 


| Tead of Saul in holy Scripture, and again{\t 


his genius and purpoſe to become a 'Pro- 
phet; breaking frequently our into Hymms 


| ' and ſacred raptures; {ayings theſe Myſte- 


ricsare more divine then the Jamothracian 
or Fle«ſinian; and conteſling: they both 


ſtrictly require and infinitly excel the low | 
\ returns of human praiſe. But beyond the 


fabric of parts as organic, what an extraCt 
of wonder are our fenſes, thoſe fue opera- 


| tions of the Lord, as the ſon of Syrach 
' rightly (and by way of eminence) itiles 
them, Ecclus. 17. 5? By theſe we draw 


all outward objects to our ſelves. Whar' 
were the beauties of the Univerſe to us, if 


' we had not ſight to behold them , or the 


moſt melodious ſounds,if we had not hear. 
ingeand ſo of the reſt. And yet thele are 


_ * notonly generally given, but alſo pre- 


ſerv'd to the greater part of men : and per- | 
haps would be to more, did not our baſe 


/ undervaluing of common mercies, force 
| God ſomtimes to inftrudt us in their 
| worth, by. making us feel what it is to 
*want them, | 
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'15. MuLtTirUps of retreſhments 
alſo God has provided for our bodies; 
particularly that of fleep, of which he 
has bin ſo: conhiderate , - as 1n his diſtribu- 
tions of time, to inake a ſolemn allotment 
for it: yet whoalmoit when helices down 
conſiders the mercy, or when he riſes re- 
freſht, riſes thanktulallo? Burt if our reſt 
at any time be interrupted with the cares 


of our mind, or pains of our bodies, then, | 


C and not till then ) we confider, that tis 


God who grves h1s beloved ſleep, Pla. 127.2, 


and think ita bleiling worth our eſtcem, 
Thus it is with health, ſtrength, and every 
thing elſe: we deſpiſe it whillt we have 
it, and impaticntly deſire it whilſt we 
have it not; but in the interim ſure we 
cannot complain, that Gods hand is ſhort- 
ned towards us, when jn, the ordinary 
_ courſe of his providence we commonly 
enjoy theſe mercies many years , which 


we find ſo much miſs of, if they be with- 
. drawn but for a few hours. And in- ; 
deed there 15 not a greatgr inſtance of | 


human pravity then our. ſenſeleſs con- 
_ remmt of bleilings, merely becauſe they 
are cuſtomary; which in true reaſon is an 
argument why we thould prize them the 
more. When we deal with men, we 


dif- 
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* a7” by o 
diſcern it well enough, He thac gives ine 


once a hundred pouuds, I account not 10 
much my benetactor, as if he made it my 
annual revenue; yet God muit loſe his 


' thanks, by multiplying his favors; and 


Iis benefits grow more 1nviſible by their. 
being alwaies before us, 

16. BuT the body ( with its enjoi- 
ments) js but the loweſt inſtance of Gods 
bounty : tis but a decent caſe for that 
ineſtimable Jewel he has pur in it : the 
foul , like the Ark, is the thing for which 
this whole tabernacle was framed , and 
that is a ſpark of Divinity, in which alone 


_. itisthat God accompliſhed his deſign of 


making man in his own image, Gen. 1. 26. 
Twould be too long to attemt an exact 
ſarvey of its particular excellencies the 
mere intelle&ual powers wherewith it 1s 
indued, have exerciſed the curioſity and 
raiſed the admiration of the great con- 
templators of Nathge inall ages : yet af- 


.terall, of fo ſubtle compoſure is the foul, 


thar it 15 inſ{crutable even to it ſelf : and 


tho the ſimpleſt man Knows he has the 


faculties of Imagination, Apprehenſion, 
Memory, Reflecting ; yet the learnedft 


. cannot afſign where they are ſeated, or by 


what means they operate. *Tis enough 
os X to 


5 
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to us "that we have them, and many ex- 


_ cellent uſes for them ; one whereof (and 
a moſt neceſſary one) is .a thankful re- 
flexion on the goodneſs of God who gave 
'them. He might have made us in the 


very loweſt form of creatures, inſenſible as | 


{tocks or ſtonesz or if he had advanc'd 
us a ſtep higher, he might have fixt us 


among mere animals, tran{cripts perhaps 


of the noxious,at the beſt of the ramer ſort 
ot —— he has plac'd us in the highs 
elt rank of viſible creatures and not only 
given Dominion over the works of his hands 
Plai, 8. 6. but has givenus the uſe of reaſon 
wherewith ty manage that ſoveraignty , 
wirhout which we had only bin the more 
maſtertul fort of brutes, 

17. Ys x ſtill theſoul is-to beconh- 
der'd ina higher notion, that of its im- 
mortality and capacity of endleſs bliſs. 
And here indeed it owns its extraction , 
ani] is an image of the tirſt being, whoſe 
felicity is cocxiſtent with himſelf, This 
as*it 1s the moſt tranſcendent accompliſh- 
ment of our nature, ſo 1t-is moſt univer- 
jal, Whatever diſparity there may be 
between man and man in- other reſpects , 
yet in this all are equal : the poor beg- 
gar at the gate has a ſoul as capacious of 

ctcr- 
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eternal happineſs, as he whoſe crumbs he 
begs for ( nay ſonitimes better prepar*d 
for it, as that parable ſhews,Luke 16.21.) 
| And tho the dignities of earth are the 
prize of the rich and noble, the ſubtle and Þ 
defigning ; yet heaven is as eaiily mounted 
from the dung-hill as the throne, and an 
honeſt ſimplicity will ſooner bring us thi. 
ther, then all the Maclhuavelian policy. 
Nay God has not only defiign'd us -to 10 
glorious an end, but has dop all on his 
part to ſecure us of it, fent his Son to lead 
us the way, his ſpirit to quicken us in 
it. We need not diſpute how univerſa 
this 1s ; tis ſure it Concerns a!l to whom 
Iam now ſpeaking, thoſe that are within - 
the palc of the church: and if it ſhould 
- || prove confin'd only to them, the more 
- | peculiar is their obligation, thatare thus 
. | ſingled out from the reſt of the world, 
» | and the greater onght to be their thank- 
> | fulneſs. The heathen Philolopher made 
s it matter of his ſolemn acknowledgment 
: to fortune, that he was born a Grecian and 
not a Barbarian :. and ſure thoadvantages 
2 of our Chriſtianity are of a much higher 
» _ {trein, and ought to be infinitity more 
celebrated. The Apoſtle we find ofcen ap- 
t _ plauding this glorious privilege, as that 
'- (; which 
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which makes fellow citizens with the 
Saints, and of the houshold of God,FEphel. 3. 
19. nay which elevates us to a higher ſtate, 
the: adoption of ſons, Gal 4. 5. nor only 
Sons, but Hezrs alſo of God and joint Heirs 
with Chriff, Rom. 8. 17. And what ambi- 
tion is there ſo greedy which this will 
not ſatisfy ? yet this is our common ſtate, 


the birth-right of our regeneration, it 


we do not degrade ourſelves, and with 
Efau baſely ſell our title. 

18. And now  methinks every man 
may interrogate himſelf in the ſame form, 
wherein Jonadab did EAmnon 2 Sam. 13. 4. 
Why art thou, being the Kings ſon, thus lean 

from day to day 2 Why ſhoulda perſon who 
is adopted by the King of Kings, thus 
languith and pine? What is there below 
the ſun worthy his notice,much leſs his de- 


fires, that hath a Kingdom above it ? Cer- - 


cainly did we but know how to eſtimate 
our ſelves upon this account , twere, 1m- 
poſſible for us with ſuch ſordid condeſ- 
centions to court every petty worldly in- 


tereſt, and ſo impatiently vex our ſelves 
when we cannot attain it. Alas how un-. 


worthily do we bear the name of Chri- 
{tans, when that which carried the Fore- 
fithers of our Faith thro the molt fiery.tri- 
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als,cannot ſupport us under the diſappoint- 
* | mentof any extravagant defircs? They had 
» | ſuchreſpeft to the recompence of the reward, 
/ þ Heb. 11.26. as made them cheerfully CX= 
s F poſe their Fame to ignominy, their goods 
- | to rapine, their Bodies to the moſt exqui- 
l !  fitetortures, and their Lives todeath. Yet 
» | the ſame hopes cannot work us to any 
t | tolerable degree of patience, when we 
2 | ſuffer but the ſmalleſt diminution in any 
of theſe. Whar ſhall we ſay ? Is Heaven 
t | grown leſs: valuable , or Earth more then 
» | it was then? No ſurely , but we are more - 
- | infatuated in our eſtimates : we have (o 
2 | longabetted the rivalry of the hand-maid, 
> | that the Miſtreſs, like Sarah, appears 
S | deſpicable. Like Fonah we fit down ſul- 
7 | lnupon the withering of a gourd, never 
- | confidering that God has provided us a 
-'| betterſhelrer, a building of God eternal in 
' the Heavens, 2 Cor.5. 1. Indeed there 
= ' can beno temporal deſtiturion ſo great, 
which ſuch an exſpeCtartion cannot make - 
”  ſupportable, Were we in obs condition 
5. _ fittinguponadunghil, and ſcraping our 
*. ſelves with apotſheard, yet as long as we 
- can ſay with him our Redeemer liveth, Job. 
* © 19. 25. we have all reaſon to ſay with 
- _ him alſo, bleſied be the nameof the Lord. 
_ G 2 Chap, 


52 . The Art of Contentment, 


Chap. 1. 21. What a madnelsis it then 
forus tq expoſe our ſelves to be pierc'd 
and wounded by every temporal adverſi- 
ty , who have ſo impenetrable an armour ? 
nay what an ungratetul contumely is it 


to that goodneſs of God, to ſhew that we 


cannot make him a counterpoiſe to the 
moſt trivial ſecular fatisfa&tion ? on which 
account ſure he may again.take up that 
exprobrating complaint we find in the 
Prophet, A goodly price that I was valiied 
at by them. LAC,11.13. - 

I9. Bur how mean ſocycr he is in our 
c1cs, tho Chri/t ſeem the ſame to us, in his 
glory which he did in his abjetion, to 
have no beauty rhat we ſhould deſire him ; 
yet he puts another rate upon himſelf, 
and tells us that, he that loves Father or 
Atother, Son or Danghter more then me , 
2 not worthy of 148. Mat, 10. 37, Now our 


love and our joy are Paſtons coincident , | 
and therefore whatever we joy more 1n | 


then we do in him, we may be preſum'd 


to love better ; and if he cannot endure 
the competition of thole more ingenious 


objects of our love he there mentions, how _ 


will he ſuffer that of our vanities ,-our 
childiſh wanton appetites? - And yet yhoſe 
ars the things after which we ſo impati- 

ently 
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ently rave. For -I believe 1 may truly 
attirm, that it there were a ſcrutiny made 
into-all the diſcontents of markin.l, for 
one that were faſtned upon any great cons 
{1:crable calamity, there are many that 
are founded only in the irregularity of 


| our own defies. , | 


20, By what has bin faid we may juſt- 


' \ly conelude in the Prophets, phraſe, God © 


hath not bin to us a wilderneſs, a land of 
darkneſs , Jer, 2. 31. but has graciouſly 
diſpenc'dtous in all our intereſts, Yer the 
inſtances here given are only common, 
ſuch as relate to all, or at leaſt the far 
greater part of mankind: but what vos 
lums might be made, ſhould every man 
ſet down his own particular experiences 
of mercy ? In that caſe twould be no ex- 
travagant Hyperbole we find Joh. 22. 25. 
That even the world it ſelf conld not contain 
the books which Shouli4 be written. Ged 
knows our memorics arc very frail,and our 
obſervations {light in this point: yet ab- 
ſtracting from all the forgotten or negle= 
cd favors, what vaſt catalogues may every 


man make to himſelf, if he would but yet 


recollec, what effects he has had of Gods 
bounty 1n giving, of his providencein 
protecting, of his grace in reſtraining z 
x 
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and exciting , of his patience in forbear- 
Ing? Andcertainly all theſe productions 
a the divine goodneſs were never de- 
ſign'd to die in the birth, "The Pſalmiſt 
will tell us, zhe Lord hath ſo don his mar- 
wvellous works, that they ought to be had m 
remembrance.Pſ.111.4.Let every man then 
make it his daily care to recount to him- 
Felf the wonders God hath don, as for the 
children of men in general, ſo for him- 
ſelf in particular, When the Iſraelites 
murmured under. their bondage , Pha- 
7a0h imputes it to their idleneſs, and 
preſcribes them more work, as the rea- 
dieſt cure : a piece indeed of unhuman 
Tyranny jp him, but may with equity 
and ſucels be prafticed by us upon our 
ſelves, - When we find our appetites mu- 
tinous, Complaining of our preſent con- 
dition, let us ſet our ſelves to. work, 1m- 
ofe it asa task upon our ſelves to-re- 
collect the many inſtances of Gods mer- 
cies. And ſurely if we doit ſincerely, 
and with intention , we cannot have paſt 
thro half our ſtages,” before our ſullen 
murmures will be beat out of counte- 
nance, and retire with ſhame , when they 
are confronted with ſuch a cloud of wit- 
neſſes, ſuch ſignal teſtimonies of Gods 
| good 
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oodneſs to us, For when we have mu. 
ier'd up all our little grievances, moſt 
critically examin'd all our wants, we ſhall 
find them very unproportionable to our 
comforts, and to our receits; in which 
comparative notion, the next Section is 
to conlider them, - 
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Of the ſurpluſage of our Enjoiments 
above our Sufferings. 


d , 


j 


1. *F*O regulate our eitimate .of thoſe 

things which we either enjoy or 
ſuffer, there are three precedent quertes to 
be made : the firſt of their number or plcn- 
ty, the ſecondoft; their weight, the third 
of heir conftancy and continuance for 
according as they partake more of thete 


propertics, every good is more 200d, and. 


every evil is more evil. It will therefore 
be our tbeſt method of trial in the pre- 
ſent caſe, to compare our bleſſings and our 
Ccalimitics in theſe three relpedts. 

2. AND firſt in that of plenty, the 
mercies of God are the ſource of all our 
good, arc ſet out to us in holy ſcripture 
in the moſt ſuperlative ftrein, Vhey aremul- 
tztrides, Plal. 102. 20. Plenteorts redemtion, 

Ptal.130. 7. as high as the heaven, Pial. 
103. It, He fills all things livi F 


T 
>) 


el-wteouſneſs, Pla. 145. 16, His mercies in- 
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deed are ſuch as come riot within the com- 
| paſs of number, but i{trerch themſelves 
to' infinity, and are bel repreſented by 
| ſuch a calculation as God made to A+ 
6 braham, when he ſhew'd him the nume- 
row{neſs of his poſterity by the innume- 
| rableneſs of the ſtars, Gen, 15. 5. Were 
there but a ſingle mercy apportioned to 
each minute of our lives, the ſum would 
2 ariſe very high : but how -is our Arith- 
"|. metic confounded, when every minute 
> | has more then wecandiltinatly number ? 
- | for beſides the. original ftock mention'd 
in the laſtSection, and the acceſhon of new 
| . bounty, th- giving us fomwhat which 
: we had not before; what an accumula- 
| tive mercy is it, the preferving what we 
> | haves Weare madeup of {ſp many pieces, 
, have ſach varicties of intereſts, ſpiritua}, 


"remporal x pablic, and private; for our | 
{clves, for our friends, and dependents ; 
- that itis nota confuſed general regard that 


will keep all thoſe in ſecurity one moment, 
We are like a vaſt building, which coſts 
| as much to maintain, as to ered. And 
|; indeed confidering the corruptible >neſs of 
our materials, our preferyation is no leſs 

3 work ot Omniportence, then our firſt 


forming : nay perh:; aps tis rather a greater. 
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Oar original clay tho it had no aptneſs, 
yet it had no averlions to the receiving 
a human torm ; bt was in the hand of the 
potter to make it what he pleaſed : but we 
now have principles of decay within us, 


which vehement'y tend to diſſolution ,, 


we want the ſupplies of ſeveral things 
without us, the failing wherof returns us 
again to our duſt, Nay we do not only 
necd the aid , but we tear the hoſtility of 
outward things, That very air which ſom- 
times refreſh. s us, may at another ſtarve 
' and freeze us: that which warms and 
comforts us, has alſo a power of conſu- 
ming us. Yea that very meat which nu- 
riſhes, may choak and ſtifle us. In a 
word there is no creature ſo deſpicable, ſo 
inconſiderable, which may not ſomtimes 
ſerve us, and which may not at any time 
(if God permit) ruine us. Now whence 
i it that we ſo conftantly , ſo frequently 
find the good, the benign efficacy of theſe 
things, and ſo ſeldom, fo rarely the evil ? 
whence I ſay 1s it, but from the active 
unwearied providence,,which draws forth 
the better properties of the creatures for 
ouruſe, and reſtrains the worſer for our 


ſecurity ? which with a particular adver- 


rence watches not only over every Per- 
| ſon 
3 
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is, | ſon, but over every ſeveral concern of that 
1g | perſon. ., And how attonithing a contem- 
1 Þ plation is this « If the mere ebbing and 
ve | flowing 'of the fea, pur the Philoſopher 
S, Þ into fiictanextaſy, that he flung himſelf 
|; into it, becauſe he could not comprehend 
3s þ. the in{crutable cauſe of ic?. in what per-' 
1s WM petual raptures of admiration may we, be, 
y | who have every minute w.thin us, and 
f | about us, more and greater wonders, and 
- | thoſetoo in our favor, when we delerve 
e | rather thedivine power ſhouldexert it ſelf 
J 11 our deftruttion ? 


- 3. BuT alas oardanger from the vi- 
- ible creatures,is little compar'd with thoſe 
1 | fromthe ſpirics of darkneſs. Je wres7le 
> | 70 only with flech and blood, but with 
s | Principalities and Powers, with ſpiritual 
: wickedneſs, &c, Eph. 6 12. So inveterate 
is the enmity between the Serpent and 
7 the ſeed of the Woman ,in general, that 


»%* 


he watches all advantages againſt us, not 
only in our ſouls, but even our bodies, 
our goods, and inevery part of our con-, 
cerns: Thus we ſec he not only aſſaulted 
Fobs foul by the wicked inlinuations of his 
Witte, bvt (with more effe& ) his body 
with boiles and ſores his poſſeſſions by 
the Chaldeans and Sabeans ,, and the 1- 

| | H 2 mages 
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mages of himlelf, his deareit Children, hy 
a wind from the wilderneſs. Job. 1. And 
can we think his malice is now worn out ? 
no ſurely he ſtill wiſhes asill ro mankind 
asever, and we ſhould ſoon ſee the woful 


eft-<ts of it, did nor the ſame power which | 


letchim looſe for Fobs .trial, reſtrain him 
for our {aicty. Nay had he but power 
to aftright, tho not to hurt us, even that 
wou!d make our lives very uncomfortable. 
We canuor hear the relation of Sprights 


or apparitions, but our blood chills upon 


'1t, and a torror runs thro our veins : what 


ſhould we then do if he ſhould make his 
night-walks thro our chambers, and with 
hus niuſory terrors diſturb our reſt 9 Yet 
all thisand much more he would do, if 
God did not chain up this old Dragon, 


. Rev. 20. Nay if he were not at the ex- 


pence of a guard about us, and thoſe,no 
leſs then Angels. I ſhallnot diſpute whe- 
ther every” perſon hath not his peculiar 
Guardian : for tho many: have not impro- 
bably affertod it, we have ground enough 
ot acquieſcence in the general affirmati- 
on of the Apoſtle, that they are all min:- 
ftring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them, 
who shall be heirs of Salvation, Heb. 1, 4. 
And now it the Reader pleaſe to = up 
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hy | how many are his concerns,and how, many 
nd | are the dangers which await him jon them 
: 2 | all, he cannot ſure render the account of 
nd | thoſe mercies which preſerye the one, and 
ul F divert the other, in any other Phraſe then 
ch that of thePialmilt, They are more then 1 
mſ amableto expreſs. Plal, 40.7. _ 

er 4. W E may now challenge the molt 
at miſerable, or the moſt quertlons man 
e. | living, to produce cauſes of complaint z 
ts proportionable to thoſe of thanki-giving. 
nf He that has the greateſt ſtock of calami- 
at | ties, can never Vie with the heaps of be- 
is nefits ; thediſproportion is greater then 
h þ that of the armies, of Ahab and Benha- 
:t| dad, 1 Kings, 20. 27. whereof the one 
if | waslike!wo/ttle flocks of Kids, the other 
', | filled the country. God. has told, us that 
i- | heafflifts not willingly, nor grieves the chile 
of dren of men, Lam. 3. 33, whereas on the 
> contrary, he delizghterh in mercy, Mich. 7.” 
r| 18. We may judge by our ſelves which 
- F heis tne likelic(t often to repete,thoſe atts 
h& which he doth with regret andreluctancy, 


- © or thoſe which he do's with pleſure and 
-F delight. But we need no inferences where 
A we have the atteſtation of experience. 


Let every man therefore maks this his 
Jadge in the caſe, let him every night 
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recollec&t , how many things within and 
about him he is concern'd in, and'conſi- 
der how many of thoſe have bin preſerv'd 
intire to him, ſtill accounting every thing 
ſo continued as a new donation. If he 
begin with his Spiritual {tate, tis roo poſs 


ſible he may ſomtimes fiad he has lolt his 


1nnocence, committed ſome, perhaps ma- 
ny fins* but even in theſe he will find 
cauſe to juſtity God, if he do but recol- 
le& with what inward checks and admos« 
nitions, and outward reſtraints, God has 
_ endevored to bridle him, It he will break 
thro thoſe fences, that do's not at all de- 
rogate from the mercy of God which ſo 
guarded him, but it rather illuſtrates his 
goodneſs, that after ſo many quenchings 
of, his Spirit, do's yet continue 1ts influ- 
ence. So thateven he that has the moſt 
deplorably violated his integrity, is yet to 
conteſs that Gods purpoſe was to have 
preſcrv'd it intire : -and he might really fo 
have kept it, had he compli'd with thoſe 
aids which were afforded him, But in tem- 
poxal concerns we are not fo apt to under- 
mine our ſelves, and therefore ſhall much 
more rarely find we have ſuffer'd detri- 
ment in them, then in our ſpiritual; but 
are there ordinarily like to meet with a 

better 


” 


S8cT.IV. Enjoiments above Sufferings. 63 


| | better account. Let a man therefore con- 
= | ſiderwhatis lacking to him of all the ſe- 
| | cular good things-he had in the morn- 
| ing, and tell me whether for the moſt 
> | part he may not give ſuch an account, 


' as the Tfralitich officers did of their m2n 

3 Þ after the flaughter of the Midianites, that 

- | he hath not loſt one, Num, 31. 30» Or if 
ſomtimes he do ſuffer a diminution, yet 

- | at the worſthe will find that many more 
good things have bin preſery'd to him, 
then have bin taken from him, A man 
may perhaps meet with ſome damage in _ 
| bis eſtate, yet tis manifold odds that that « 
: damage is but partial, and that he has 
* ſtill-more left thems is loſt. Or if it be 

yore intire; yetifhe haye his health, his 
I1mbs, his ſenſes, his friends, and all things 
belide his eſtate left him, ſo that for one 

| thing he has loſt, he ſtill retains a multi- 
tude, he may fay of it as the Diſciples of 

| the few: Loaves,what 15 this among ſo many ?. 
Mar. 14.17: Ari/tippies bing bemoan'd for 

the loſs of a Farm, repli*d with ſome ſharp- 

neſs upon his Condoler, you have but one 
held, and I have yet three left, why ſhould - 

I not rather grieve for. you ? 1ntimating | 
that a man is not ſo inuch to eftimate what 

| be has loſt, as what he has left. _—_— 
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"| of wiſdom which if we would tranſcribe Þþ, | 
1 we might quickly convince our ſelves,that Þ h 
a. even inour moſt adverſe eitate there areas þþ 7 
NL 1 Elijah \peaks, more with us then againſt us, S 
my 2 King.6.16. that our enjoim ents are more l 
118 then our tufferings,and Gods acts of grace, t 
111-8 dotar out-number thoie of his ſeverity. þ t 
14 5. AND asthey do out-number, ſo alſo Þ * 
1 do. they out- weigh them. 'I he mercics Þ h 
1 we receive from God are (as the laſt Se-fþ 
| ith Ction has ſhew'd) of the greateſt impor- l 
ww tance;the molt ſubſtantial ſolid goods,and t 
þ {. the greateſt of all, I mean thoſe which} © 
i concern oureternal ſtate, are ſo firmly fixt Þ {c 
t on us, thatunleſs we will voluntarily quit Þ h 
our clame, tis not in the power of men * 
or devils to defcat us. Light bodies are { 
n 


cafily blown away by every gutt of wind, # ? 
but this weight of glory, as the Apoitle calls 7 
it, 2 Cor, 4. 17. continues firm and ſta. h 
ble, is proof againit all ſtorms, like theÞ PÞ 
shadow of a great rock in a weary Land, | Y 
Ifa. 32.2, Thole dark adumbrations w:| ® 
 haveof it,might have lerved to refreſh and » 
deceive the tediouſneſs of our pilgrimage, | ** 
and therefore the molt formidable cala-| 
mities of this lifeare below all meſures of þ + 1 
compariſon with this hope of our calling, h 
this riches of the glory of our inheritance .| 
| Epi, 


Pe mm en. 
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30, 


| Eph. 3 16, The heavie:t and molt preſ- 


ot) 


ſing of our atHictions are to that, but ke 


* the ſmall duſt of the balance: Eia. go. 15. 
' So that it we ſhould here ſtop our 1nquu- 
| firion, we have a ſufficient reſolution of 
' the preſent queſtion , and mutt conclude, 


that God has given us an abundant coun- 
terpoiſe of all we either do or can ſuffer 


8 here. 


' 6. 1r therefore there be any ſo for- 
lorn as to temporals , that he can fetch 
thence no evidence of Gods fatherly care 
of him , yet this one conſideration nay 


- ſolve his doubts, and convince him that 


he is not abdicated by him. We read of 


: no gifts eAbraham gave 1ſaac, yet to the 


{ons ofthe concubines tis ſaid he did, Gen. 
25. 6, | It had bin a very ftallacious infe- 
rence, if 7aac ſhould have "concluded 
himſelf neglected, becauſe his far greater 
portion was but in reverſions, And it 
will be the ſame in any of us, if we argue 
an unkindneſs from any temporal wants 
who have the entail of an eternal inheri- 
tance, But ſurely God do's not leave himſelf” 
wit hout witneſs, A. 14. 17. even in ſccu- 


\. lar things; there is no man breathing but 


has ſome bleſſings of his left hand, as well 
as his right , as F have already 'mention'd : 
| aud 


5 P Sa. 
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and unleſs it be ſome few prodigics of Ca- F to! 
lamity, in whoſe puniſhment or patience Þ un 
God deligns ſignally to glority himſelf; þ ſec 
there are none who enjoy not greater coms |: ha 
forts of life then thoſe they want, I mean Þ 1t1 
% Adſuch as are really greater, tho perhaps Þ| th: 
* to their prejudicated fancies they do not Þ: 
appear ſo. Thus in poinr_ of health, if ſy ro! 
a man be diſaffe&ed 1n one part, yet all Þ vil 
the reſt of his body may be ( and often | 
is ) well; or if he have a complication, | we 
and have more then one diſeaſe, yet there þ by 
iS no man that has all, or half ſo many Þþ ca 
as are incident to human bodies fo that Þþ ric 
he is comparatively more healthy then Þ to 
ſick, So again it is not very common | th: 
for a man to loſe a limb, or ſenſe: the Þ co 
generallity ofmen keep them to their laſt , Þ gu 
and they who do, have in that an over- Þ tc 
balance ro moſt outward .adverlities s and Þ el: 
even they who are ſo unhappy to loſe Þþ ſe 
one, yet commonly keep the reit ; at leaſt Þ 7h 
the Major part. Or if at any time any Þ v 
man is left a mere breathiug_ trunk , yet Þ ca 
it is by ſuch ſtupitying diſeaſes as dead | 4 
the ſenle,/ or ſuch mortal ones 'as ſoon Þ dc 
take them away ; and ſo the remedy o- Þ te 
vertakes the Malady. Beſides it pleaſes Þ 7 
God very often, to make compenlation. Þ 5 
tor 


om © arms ORR OE Ir Ne ci tac ot Tr Met er ln OCCCCCCCCCCCCICCIT —— 


{S=cr. 1V. Enjoiments above Sufferings. 67 


" for the want of one member or faculry by 
{improving the uſe of another. We have 
ſeen feet ſupply all the neceſſary uſes of 
hands ro thoſe who have had none; and 
1tisa thing of daily obſervation, that men 
\that are blind, have the greater internal 
"light; have their intelle&s more vigo- 
- rous and active, by their ab{tractions trym 


| viſible objedts. 


7. T mus alſo it is in the matter of 
wealth: he that is forced to get his bread 
| by the ſweat of his browes, tis true he 
: cannot haye thoſe delicacies wherewith 
rich men abound yet his labor helps him 
tO a more poignant, a more ſavory ſauce 
{then a whole College of Epicures can 
- compound. His hunger gives a higher 
| guſt to his dry. cruſt, then the ſurfeited 
| ſtomach can find in the moſt coſtly , moſt 
elaborate mixtures : ſo verifying the ob- 
" ſervation of S/omon, T he full foul lat heth 
' the hony comb, but to the. hungry ſoul e- 
| very bitter thing 1s ſweet , Prov. 27. 7. He 
cannot zndeed ſtretch himſelf upon his bed of 

| foory, Am. 6.4. yet his ſleeps are foun- 
der then thoſe that can. The wile man 

- tell us, and experience do's ſo too, that 
| the ſleep of a laboring man 7s ſweet, Ecclus. 
'5 12. He is not cloathed gorgeoully, 
LA 2 has 


® 
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has not the ſplendor of glittering apparel, 
ſo neither has he the care of contriving 
it, the fears of being foreſtal'd in a new 
1nvention, or any of thoſe unmanly ſo- 
licitudes which artcn] that vanity. He 
has the proper genuir uje of clothing ; 
the preventing thaine and cold, and is 
hapyily decermin'd to that which the wiler 
uicu of the-world have voluntarily cholen, 
Toconclude, he has one advantage be- 
yond all theſg : his neccfſities reſcue him 
trom idlenets, and all its conſequent tem- 
tations; which is ſo greata benefir, that 
if rich men be not their own taskmaſters 
as his wants are his, it they do not pro- 
vide themſelves of buſineſs, that one 
want of theirs is infiaitly more deplora- 
ble then all his : and he js not only hap- 
py comparatively with himſelf, in ha- 
ving better things then he wants; but with 
them allo. 


8. 1s we come now to reputation . 


and fame, the account will be much the 
fame, He that is eminent in the world for 
ſome great atchievement, is ſet up as an 
object of every mans remark ; where as his 


excellencics oa the one hand are viiible, 


ſo his faults and blemiſhes are on the 0- 
ther, Andas human frailty makes it too 
pro- 
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prubable theſe latrer will be really more, 
ſo human envy makes it ture that they 
ſhall be n ore precilely, more curioutly 
obſerve, and more loudly blazon'd. So 
that upon the whole, a good quiet ſecu. 
rity, tho it be not the road to glory, yet 
is the likelie(t fence againſt intamy. And 
indeed he that can k-ep up the repute 
of a ſober integrity within his own pri- 
vate ſphere, need not envy the trium- 
phant fallies of others, which often meet 
with a faral curn at the latter end of the. 
day. But twill be faid that even that 
more moderate ſort of reputation is not 
every mans portion, but that many lie un- 
der great ignominy and ſcandals. I ſhall 
here ask whether thoſe be juſt or unjuſt : 
If they be juſt they belong not to our 
preſent ſubjet, which relates only to_ 
thoſe inflitious which are the effects of 
Gods immediate providence, not of our 
owncrimes, for I never doubted but that 
by thoſe we may diveſt our ſelves of any, 
nay of all the good things God has de- 
ſigndus. Butif the obloquie be unjuſt, 
tis probable that tis taken up only by ill 
men, and that the good paſs a more e- 
quitable ſentence ,z' and then ſurely the 
atteſtation of a tew ſuch, isable to out- 

- weigh: 


” 
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weigh a multitucic of the others. And in; Þ bur 
this cale a man may not only find pati- Þ Go 
ence but pleſure in reproches. Socrates Þþ fug 
lookrt with trouble and jealouſy on him- Þ af} 
ſelf when ill men commended him, fay- Þ|þ chi 
ing, What ill have I don? and ſure a Chri- Þ vai 
ſtian has a farther reaſon to be pleas'd Þ dia 
with their revilings, they being his ſecu- Þ his 
rity againſt the woe pronounc{ to thoſe Þ ca 
whom all men ſpeak well of , Luk. 6. 26. Þ lig, 


Buc ſomtimes it happens, that even good | his 
men are {educd, and either by the artifices CO! 
of the wicked, or their own too haſty-cre- Þ prc 
dulity, give credit to unjult reports, And | tic 
rhis 1 confels is a ſharp trial to the injur'd Þ 4y 
perſon : yet &yen this cannot often be uni- | Sa 
verſal, there Can ſcarce be any innvcence | of 
ſo forlorn but that there may be opportu- Þ 1 1 
ni:i-s of clecringit to ſome or oth-r, and Þ log 
by them propagacing it to more,and if rhe Þ thi 
cloud evercome to bediſpers'd, their farne Þ im 
will appear with the brighter luſter, But mc 
if none of this happen, they have yet a | loi 

« certain and more blcfled retreat; even an So 
appeal to the unerring judg, who. never | wi 
beholds us with more approbation , then Þ 2 
when weare under the unjuſt condemna- on, 
tion of men. Indeed wz have then a | 
double tie upon him, not only his juſtice, . Þ m 

but 


e 
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| but his pity is concern'd in our cale. 
| God. particularly owns himſelf as the re. 
| fuge of the oppreſſed: and there is ſcarce 
a ſharper and more ſenſible oppreſſion then 
| this of Calumny : yet evea this proves ad- 
vantage , whilſt ir procures Gods imme- 
diate patronage, makes us the objects of 
his more peculiar care and compaſlion,who 
' cata make our riphteouſneſs as cleer as the 
| light, Pſa. 37. 6, if he ſect fit; burif in 
' his wiſdom he chuſe not that for us, tis 
comfort enough for us that we have ap- 


| prov'd it to him: , Twas Elkanah's que- 


| ftion to Hannah in her diſconſolation , 
| Am not 1 better to thee then ten Sons? 1 
| Sam. 1. 8, And ſure we may ſay the ike 


of Gods approbarion, that tisbetter to us 


1 fay not then ten, but ten thouſand Eu- 
| logies of men. The very Echo of it in 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience is an 
| inſpeakablecomfort;and this voice ſounds 
more audibly , more ſweetly , among the 
| loudeſt, the harſheſt accuiations of men. 
So that we ſec even this aflaulr too is not 
without its guard, and theſe waters of 
Marah, Exod. 15. 23. may be render'd not 

only wholſome but pleaſant. 
9. I have now inſtancetd in the three 
moſt general concerns of human lite, the 
| body , 


F 


Foal 
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Body , Gouds, anc Fame, to which heads 
| may be reduced mot of the afflictions 
incident to our 0:tward ſtate, as far as 
unmediatciy Concerns our ſelves, But 
. there is 110 1an ſtands fo fingle in the 
world, but he has ſome relation or friends 
in which he thinks himſelf intereſſed, and 
many times thoſe oblique ſtrokes which 
wound us thro them are as painful as 


the more direct. Yet here alſo God is 


ordinarily pleas'd ro provide ſome allaies , 
if we would but take notice of them. ' He 
who hgs had one triend die, has ordina- 
rily divers others {ſurviving 3 or if he have 
not that, uſually God raiſes him up others. 
Tis true we cannot have a ſucceſſion of 
| Fathers and Mothers, yet we often have 
of other friends that are no leſs helpful 
to us: and indeed there are ſcarce in a- 
ny thing more remarkable evidences of 
Providence, then in this particular, He 
that is able out of Fones to raiſe up chil. 
dren to Abraham, Mat. 75 9. do's many 
times by as unexpected a production ſup- 
ply friends to the.deſolate. But we do ſom. 
rites loſe our triends while they are li- 
ving: they withdraw their kindneſs which 
is the ſoul of friendſhip : and if this hap- 
pen by our own demerir, we Can accule 

nei» 
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; | neither God nor them *tor 1t: nor can 

; | werationally expect that God ſhould pro« 

| vide ſupplies, when we wiliully defpoil 

: | our ſelves. But when they are unkind . 
 # without provocation, then 1s the ſeaſon 

| for his interpolition, who ulſcs to take up | 

| thoſe whom Father and Mother forſake, ., 
| Pal. 27. 10g and we trequently fee ſignal 
proots of his care ERAS the compal- 

\Þ tions we Sp triends and relatives, or per- 

| haps of mere ttrangers. Nay ſomrimes 
God makes = inhumajuty of a mans re- 
lations, the occation of his advantage. 
Thus the barbarous malice of Joſephs bre- 
thren was the firſt ſtep to his Dominion 
over EgyPt. And tis a common obſer- . 
vation in Families, that the moiſt diſcoun- 
renanc'd child oft makes better proot,then 

the dearling. 

10. WE are yet liable to a third affli- 
ion by the calamity of our triends., 
which by the Sympachy of Kindneſs prel- 
{es us no lefs ( perhaps more ) ſenſibly 
then our own : but then tis to be conſt- 
der'd, that theirs are capable of the ſame 
allaying circumſtances that ours are, and 
God has the ſame arts of allev iating their 
burdens ; ſo that we have the ſame argu- 
ments for acquieſcence in their ſufterings 

K tag 
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that we have 1n our own ; and ſhall doa 
more triendly othce in impreſling thoſe 
upon them, then in the molt paſſionate a- 
dopting their jorrows. 

Ir. Ta x. laſtand greateſt diſcomfort 
fronr friends, is that of their fin: andif 
ever we may be, allow'd that diſconſolate 
ſtrein of the Prophet, Eſa. 22.4, Turn 
away from me, 1 will weep bitterly, labor 
ot to comfort mes this tcems to be the 
time, Yeteven this vally of Achor zs not 
without a door of hope, Hol. 22. 15, A viCi- 
ous perſon may be recalled , multicudes 
havebin ; fo that ſo lvng as God conti- 
nues lite, we oughtno more to depoſire 
our hope then ro quit our endevor. Be- 
fides there are few. that make this com- 
piaint thar have not ſomthing to balance , 
ozat leaittolhghten it, I ſhall inſtance 
in that relation which. is the neareſt and 
inoft tender, thar of a Parent. He that 
has one bad child may have divers good, 
It hehave but one virtuous tis a very great 
mercy, and tis another that he may be 
the better taught to value it by the op- 
poſition of the contrary, But it any be 
10 unhappy as to have many children , and 
all to conſume hu eies and grieve his heart , 
1Sam,2.33.it may be a ſcaſonable reflexion 

tor 
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for him to examin how tar he has con- 
tributed ro it, either by E/zes fond indul- 
gence; or by a remiſs and careleſs edu- 
cation : or which is worſt of ally by his 
moſt impious example. If any, or all of 
theſe be found the cauſe, he is not ſo much 
| toſcck for allaies to his grict, as for par- 
! don of his fin : and when he has peni- 
| tently retratted his own faults, he may 
then have betrer ground of hope that God 
' may reform thole of his children, In the 
| can time he' may look on his own at- 
| fiction in them as Gods diſcipline on him, 
| and gather at leaft this comfort from 1t, 
| that his heavenly father has more care of - 
| him then he had of his; and do s nor leave 
| himuncorredted, + 
12, Tnus weſeeinall the concerns 
( which are the moſt common and im- 
| portant of human life, and wherein the 
| julte{t ofour complaintsareuſually found- 
| ed) there is ſuch a temperature and mix- 
cure, that the good do's more then equal 
the ill ; and that not only inthe grofler 
bulk, when our whole ſtate is weighed 
together, but in every ſingle branch of 
it: God having herein dealt with this 
little world Mav, as he has don with the 
greater, wherein he is obſerv*'d to have 
K 2 fur- 
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furniſhed every country with Specific te- 
medies for their peculiar diſeaſes. _ 1 haye 
only given theſe- ſhort hints, by way of 
efſay and pattern for the Readers contein- 
plation, which when he ſhall have ex- 
rended to all thoſe more minute particu- 
lars wherein” he is eſpecially concern'd, 
more curiouſly compar'd his ſufferings 
with his allaiecs and comforts; I cannot 
doubt but he'will own himſelf an inſtance 
of the truth of the preſent Theſis, and 
confeſs, that he has much more cauſe of 
rhankfulneſs then complaint. 

13. THis I fay ſuppoſing his afliQi. 
ons to be of thoſe more {olid and conhde- 
rable {ort I have betore mention'd. But 


how many arc there who havefew or none ” 


of fuch, who ſeem to be ſeated in the land 
of Goshen, im a place exemt from,all the 
plagues that infeit their Neighbors? And 
thoſe one would think ſhould give a rea- 
dy ſuffrage to this concluſion, as having 


; £ C 
"NO Cemrtation to OPPuUgn it , yet I doubt 


. ® . - JZ 
tis far otherwiſe, and that ſuch. men are 


of all che moit unſatisfied. * For tho they 


have no crofles of Gods impoſing , they 
ulually create a multirude to themſelves. 
And here we may fay with Davzd, zt 7s 
better to fall mto the hand of God then in- 

| to 
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to the hand of man, 2 Sam, 24. 14. tis eafier 
| to bear theafflitions God lends,then thoſe 
| we make to our ſelves. His are limited 
| both tor quantity and quality , but our 
own are as boundleſs as thoſe extravagant 
| defires from which they ſpring, 
14. AND this is the crue cauſe-why 
| contentment 15 {0 much a itratger to thoſe 
| who have all the outward cauſes of it. 
| They have no definite meſure of their de- 
 ſiresg tis not the ſupply of all their real 
| wants will ſerve their turn: their appe- 
| tites are precarious and depend upon Con- 
| tingencies, They hunger not becauſe 
|. they are emty , but becaule others are full. 
| Many a man would have liked' his own 
| portion well enough, had he not ſeen an- 
| other have ſomthing he liked better. Nay 
| cven the moſt inconfiderable things ac- 
' quire a value by being anothers; when 
* wedeſpiic much greater of our own. A- 
| hab might well have ſatisfied himſelt with 
the Kingdom of /frael, had not Naboths 
poor plot laid in his cic ; but fo raving 


— 


were his defires after it, that he difreliſhes_ 


all the pomps of a Crown, yea the ordi- 
nary refreſhments of Nature, can eat 70 
bread till he have that to turnith him with 
Sallads, 1 Kings 21. 2, And how many 

are 
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caſy if they ſee another have had' bur the 
luck to be a little more ingemoully vain 
whoſe meat is unſavory it they have ſeen 
but a greater rarity, a newer cookery at 
anothers Table : in a word who make 
other peoples exceſles the tandard of their 
own felicities ? 

' 15. Nox are our appetites only ex- 
Cited thus by our outward objects, but 
precipitated and hurried on by our inward 


lus, The proud man ſo longs tor ho. 


mage and adoration, that nothing can 
pleaſe him it that be wanting. Haman. 
can find no gult inall the ſentualities of 
the Perſian Court, becauſe a poor deſpi- 
cable Jew denies hisabaifance, Eſt. 5, 13. 


The luftful ſo impartiently purſues his im- 


pure deſigns, that any dithculty -he mcets 
i thei, makes him pine and languiſh 
like Ammon, who could no way recover 
his own health bur by violating his ſiſters 
honor. 2 Sam. 13, 14. Therevengetulla- 
bors under an Hydropic thirſt till he have 
the blood-of his enemy : all the liquor of 
Abſaloms ſheep-ſheering could not quench 
his, without the {laughcer of his brother, 
2 Sam. 13.22. Andthus every one of our 
paitionskeeps us upon the rack tilt they 

| have 
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have obtained their dehgns. Nay. when 
they have, the very emtineſ(s of thoſe ac- 
| quiſitions is anew torment,and puts us up- 
on freſh purſuits. Thus between the im- 
petuouſneſs of our delires, and the emri- 
nefs of our enjoiments , we 1HhIl di/quiet 
our ſefves in vain, Pia. 39.7. And whilſt 
we have ſuch cruel task-malters, tis not 
ſtrange to find us groaning under our bur- 
dens, If we will indulgeto all our vi- 
'cious or fooliſh appetites, think our lives 
bound up with them, and folicite the 
ſatisfaction of them with as impatient a 
vehemence, as Rachel did for children, 
Gen. 30. 1.give me them or 1 die : no won- 
der that we are alwaies complaining of | 
diſappointments, fincein thele the very. 
ſucceſs isa defcat, and is but the exchang- 
ng the pain of a craving ravenous fto- 
mach, for thar of a cloi'd and nauſeated, 
Indeed men of this temper-.condemn them- - 
{-lves to a perpetual reſtleſneſs: they are 
| ike phantaſftic mutineers, who when their 
{uperiors ſend them blanks to write their 
own conditions, know not what will pleaſe 
them : and even Omnipotence it felt can- 
not ſatisfy theſe till it have new mould- 
cd them, and reduced rheir deſires to a 
certainty, | 
169, Bur 
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' 16. Bur in the mean time how un- 
juitly do they accule God of illiberaliry, 
becauſe every thing aniwers not their hu- 
mor? He has made them realonable crea- 
tures, and has provided them fatisfadcti- 
ons proportionable to their nature ; but 
if they will have wild ircational expeCta- 
tions, neither his wiſdom, nor his good- 
neſs is concern'd to, {atisfy thoſe. His 
ſupplies are real and folid, and therefore 
have no correſpondence? to imaginary 
wants. It we will create ſuch to our ſelves 
why do wenot create an; tmaginary fatis- 


faction to them ? Twere the merrier fren- 


zy of the two, to' be like the mad Athe- 
1:anyxchar thought all the ſhips that came 
into his harbor his own : and twere bet- 
ter Ix/on like to have our Arins fliPd with 
a cloud, ther to have them perpetually 
beating our own breaſts, and be {tiIl- tor. 
menting our ſelves with unfatisfiable de- 


fires, Yet this is the {tate tro which men 
voluntarily ſubject themſelves, and then 


quarrel at God becauſe they will nor let 
themſelves be happy. Bur ſure their ve- 
ry complaints juſtify God, and argue that 
he has dealt very kindly with them, and 
afforded them all' rhe neceſſary accomo- 


\ dations of 'hfe : for did they want them, 


WP they 


Ng 
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they would nor be ſo ſenſible of the wanr 
of the other. He thar is at perfect eaſe 
may feel with fome vexarion the biting 
of a flea or gnat, which would not be 
at all obſervable if he were upon the rack. 
' And ſhould God change the ſcene, and 
' make theſe nice people feel the deftiru- 
| tion of neceffaries ; all theſe regrers about 
| ſuperfluities would be overwhelmed. In 
the mean time how deplorable a thing is 
it, that we are ſtill the poorer for Gods 
bounty , that thoſe to whom he has o- 
pened his hand wideſt, ſhuuld open their 
mouth ſo too in outcries and murmurs ? 
For I think I may ſay that generally, thoſe 
| that are the fartheſt remov'd from want, 
| are ſo from content too; they take no 
| notice of all the real ſubſtantial bleſſings 
| they enjoy, leave theſe ( like the ninery 
nine ſheep in the wilderneſs) forgotten 
' andneglected, to go in queſt after ſome 
' fugitive ſatisfation, which like a ſhadow 
flies ſtill faſter in proportion to their pur- 
| ſuit. | 
17. AND now woutd God they could 
be recalled trom this unprofitable. chaſe , 
' andiinſteadof the Horſleeches note, Gzve, 
* give, Prov. 3O. 15. fake up that of the 
' Plalmiſt, What shall I render to the Lord 
L for 
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for all the benefits he hath don unto me? Pla, 
Ii6. 12. Letthemcount how many va- 


luable or rather ineſtimable things they 


have received from his mercy, and then 
confront them with thoſe corrections they 
have found from his juſtice ; -and if they 
do this impartially ,*I doubt not they will 
find wherewithall to check their higheſt 
mutinies ; and will join with me in Ccon- 
fefling, that their good things abundantly 

outweigh their ill. | = 
18. I x now we Carry on the compari- 
fon to the laſt circumſtance, and conlider 
the Conſtancy,we ſhall find as wide a diffe- 
rence, Let us take the Pſalmiſts teſtimo- 
ny, and there will appear a very diſtant 
date of his mercies and puniſhments. Hs 
mercies endure for ever, Pſa, 136.. whereas 
his wrath gndures but the twinkling of an ete, 
Pſa. 30. 5. And accordingly God owns 
his acts of ſeverity as his //range work, Iſa, 
28. 21, that which he reſorts to only up- 
on ſpecial emergencies ; but his mercies 
are renewed every morning , Lam. 3. 25. 
and doubtleſs we may all upon trial aihirm 
the fame. Thereare many,of the moſt ne- 
ceſfary comforts of life which do not on- 
ly ſomtimes viſit us as gueſts, but dwell 
with us as inmates and domeſtics, How 
many 
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' many are there who have lived in aper- 
| petual affluence from their cradles to their - 
| graves, have | never known what it is to 
' want? And tho the goods of tortune are 


perhaps leſs conſtant to ſome, yet the 
refreſhments of nature are uſually ſo to 
us all. Weeat and drink, we ſleep, we 
recreate, we converſe in a Continued cir- 
cle, and go our round almoſt as conſtant- 
ly as the Sun do's his. Orif God do's 
ſomtimes a little interrupt us in it, pur 
ſome ſhort reſtraint upon our refrefh. . 
ments, yet that comparatively to the 
time weenjoy them , is but proportiona- 
ble ro the ſtop he has ſomtimes made of 
the Sun, Joſ. 10.13. 2 Kings 20. 8. or of 
the ſea, Exod. 14.21. which as they were 
no ſubverſions of the courſe of nature, 
ſo neither are thoſe ſhort pauſes he ſom- 
times makes, a repcal of thoſe fixt and 
cuſtomary benefits his providence uſually 
allots us, But who is there can ſay that a- 
ny one of his atfictiong has bin of equal 
continuance, or has preſt him with ſo few 
intermiſſtons ? Perhaps he may have miſt 
ſome few nights ſleep : bur what is that to 
a twelve-months, or perhaps a whole lives 
enjoying it? Tis poſhible his ſtomach and 
his meat have not alwaies bin ready to- 

L © gether; 
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oether; but how much. oftner have they Þ or 
met to his delight? and generally thoſe Þþ ita 
things that are molt uſeful, are but rarely | th 
interrupted, Nay to a great many even | ce 
the delicacies of lite are no leſs conſtant, | wl 
and their luxuries are as quotidian as their I ly 
bread : whereas unleſs their vices oc their | Ne 
fancies create uneaſineſſes to them, thoſe-} 1m 
that come immediately from Gods hand, | wc« 
make long intermiſlions and ſhort ſtaies, } ar 
Yet for all this they that ſhould meſure I} an 
by the uncefſantneſs of mens complaints,  T! 
would judg that the ſcene was quite re- Þ na 
verſt , and that our good things are, as }| to 
Job ſpeaks, ſwifter then a weavers Shuttle, || on 
Job. 7. 6. whilſt our ill, like Gehazzes I} fe: 
Leproſy, cleave inſeparably to us. 2 Kings I} ot 
5. Io. ux 

19, THE truth is, we will not let our I th 
ſclves enjoy thoſe intervals God allowes i ge 
us, but when a calamity do's retire we | an 
will {till keep it in fiction and imagina- F ot 
tion; revolve it in our minds, and be- | of 
cauſe tis poſſible it may return, -look up- Þ g1 
ON it as not gon. Like Aguiſh patients | dc 
we count our Gives ſick on our well-day, Þ m 
becauſe we expect a fit the next. A ſtrange | v« 
ſtupid folly thus to court vexation , and || | 
be miſerable in Chimera, Do'sany man, | n« 

| OT 
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y | or indeed any beait- defire to keep a di- 
e | ftaittul reliſh ſtill in his mouth, to chew 
y | the cud upon gall and wormwood ? Yet 
n | certainly there are a multitude of people 


- | whole lives are imbitter'd to them mere- 
r © ly by thele fantaſtic imaginary ſufferings. 
r | Nor do we only fright our ſelves with 
ef images and Ideas of pait calamities , but 
» | we dreſs up new bugbears and mormoesz 
, © arc Poetic and aerial in our inventions, 
> | and lay Romantic ſcenes of diſtreſles. 
This is a thing very incident to jealous 
natures, who are alwaies raiſing alarms 
5 © to themſelves. A ſuſpicious man looks 
, | on every body with dread. One man he 
5 © fears has deſigns upon his fortune, an. 
3 | other on his reputation , perhaps a third 
upon his life : whilſt in the mean time, 
' | the only ill defign againſt him is mana- 
© ged by himſelf; his own cauſeleſs fears 
| Þ and jealoufies, which put him in a ſtate 
© of hoſtility with all the world; anddo 
often betray him to the very things he 
groundleſly ſuſpeted. For it is not ſel- 
dom ſeen that men have incurr'd reall 
miſchiefs by a fond ſolicitude of a- 
voiding imaginary ones. I do not que- 
ſtion but this is a ſtate calimitous e- 
nough, and ſhall acknowledg it very- 
| | like- 
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likely that ſuch perſons ſhall have little 
or no truce from their troubles, who 
have ſuch an unexhauſted ſpring within 
themſelvesz yet we may fay to them as 
the Prophet did to the houſe of Facob, 
1s the ſpirit of the Lord ſtraitned ? are 
theſe his doings? Mich, 2. 7. Such men 
muſt not cry out that Gods hand lies 
heavy upon them, but their own ; and 
ſo can be no impeachment for the truth 
of our obſervations, that Gods bleflings 
are of a longer duration,, keep a more 
fixt teddy courſe then his puniſhments. 
The reſulr of all is, that the genera-« 
lity of mankind have good things ( even 
- as to temporals) which do in the three 
reſpets foremention'd exceed the ill. 
I mean the true and real things which God 
ſends, tho not thoſe fanciful ones they 
raiſe to themſelves, 


20. An Þ now why ſhould it not ap- 


p*:r a realonable propolition that men 
ſhould entertain ti -mſclveswith the ple- 
ſanter parts of. {...!5 difpenfations to 
them, and not alwaies pore upon the 
harſher : eſpecially ſince tne former are 
lo much a fairer obie&t, and perpetual- 
ly in their eie, why ſhould we look = 

© ( . r @ 
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- | the more ſadning ſpectacles of human 
© | frailty or misfortune, thro all the mag- 
| nifying optics our tancies can ſupply, 
1 and perverily turn away our eiecs trom 
S Þ the cheerfuller Yet this God knows is 
roo much the caſe with moſt of us. How 
nicely and critically do we obſerve eve- 
ry little adverſe accident of our lives ? 
| What tragical ſtories of them do our me- 
 mories preſent us with? When alas a 
whole current of proſperity glides by 
without our notice. Like little children 
our fingers are never off the ſore place, 
* Fl we have picktevery light ſcratch in- 
* | to an Ulcer, Nay like the leuder ſort 
1 Þ of beggars, we make artificial ſores to 
C Þ give us a pretence of complaint, And 
. | can we then expe&t GK ſhould concern 
d himſelf in the cure? Indeed in the courſe 
/ | of his ordinary providence there is no 
| cure for ſuch people, unleſs it be by re- 
- Þ vulſion, the making them feel the ſmart 
1 © of ſome very great and preſling afflicti- 
- | on, They therefore put themlelves un- 
d | der an unhappy dilemma, either ro con- 
© | tivue their own tormentors, /or to en- 
e | dure the ſevereſt courſe of Gods diſci. 
- Þ pline. Tis true the laſt is the more 
1 elt- 
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eligible ; but I am fure the beſt way 1s 
ro FraPoth, by a juſt and grateful 
ſente of Gods mercies : which will be 
yet farther illuſtrated if we compare them 
with our own demerits, 


CECT, 
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BReT ST, 


Of our Demerit towards God. 


1. I is the common fault of our na- 
ture, that weare very apt to be. par- 
| tial roour ſelves ; and to ſquare our expe- 
| Atations more by what we with, then by 
what we deſerve, Somthing of this is vi- 
fible in our dealing withmen. We oft /ook 
foreap where we have not ſown, Mat. 25. 
25, exped benefits where we do none: yet 
in civil tranſactions there are (till remain- 
ing ſuch footiteps of naturaljultice, that 
we are not univerſally ſo unreaſonable : 
all tratkc and commerce ſubſifting upon 
| the principle of equal retribution, giving 
* one good thing for another equivalent ; 
| ſo that no manexpectsto buy corn with 
chaff, or Gold with droſs. But jn our 
dealings with God, we put off even this 
common equity ; are vait 1nour expecaa- 
tions, but penurious and baſe in our re- 
turns z and as if God were our ſteward, not 
our Lord, we require of him with a con- 
» fi.lence proper only to thoſe who ask their 
| | " OWN 
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own: whillt in the interim, what we of- 
fer to him is' with ſuch a diſdainful flight- 
neſs, as if we meant it rather an alms then 
an homage. 

' 2. GoD indeed is ſo munificent, that 
he prevents us with his bleſſing, Pla. 21. 3, 
gives us many things before we asKk : had 
he not don (o, we could not have bin ſo 
much as in a capacity of asking. But tho 
the firſt and fundamental mercies are ab- 
ſolute and free, yet the ſubſequent are con- 
ditional : and accordingly we find in {cri- 
pture, that God makes no promile either 
concerning this lite or a better, but on con- 
dition of Obedience. The Fews who had 
much larger propoſals of temporal happi- 
neſs then Chriſtians have, yet never had 
them upon other terms, God expreſsly 
articled tor the performance of his com- 
mands, and made all their enjoiments for- 
feitable upon the failure, as we may ſee at 
large in the book of Deuteronomy. And 
under the Goſple St. Paul appropriates the 
promiſes as well of this life as that to come 
unto godlineſs, 1Tim. 4, 8. It will there- 
tore be a material inquiry for every man, 
whether he have kept his title entire, and 
have not by breach of the condition for- 


feited his claine,even to the moſt common 
or- 


@ [ 


_—r——_—_—_ + —_ a——_— 


Szcr.V. O f _ Demerit towards God. g I 


ordinary bleſſings ; for if he have, com- 
mon reaſon will tell him he can challenge 
{ none: and that the utmoſt he can hopz 
for, muſt be only upon a new {core of 
unmerited favor. | 
3. Anp here certainly every mouth muſt 
be ſtopped, and all the world become guilty © 
| before God, Rom. 3,19. For alas whois 
there that can ſay his obedience has bin 
| 1n any degree proportionable to his obli- 
gation ? Tis manifeſt we have all received 
abundantly from Gods hand, but what 
has he had from ours? I may challenge the 
beſt man, to caſt up the account of his 
| beſt day, and tell me whether his receits 
have not infinitly exceeded his disburſ- 
ments: whether for'any one good thing 
he has don, he has not reccived many, 
Nor is the diſparity only in number, but 
much morein value. Gods works are per- 
fect, all he do's for us like the firſt ſix daies 
productions, are all very good, Gen, 1, but 
alas our very righteouſneſs 1s as filthy rags , 
| Elai. 64.6. we offer him the blind and the 
| lame, Mal.1.9. a few yawning drowſy prai- 
ers perhaps, wherein he has the leaſt ſhare : 
' the fuller current. of our thoughts running 
towards our ſecular or Gatal CONCETrns. 
We drop,it may be, a ſcanty Alms, where- 
M 2 1N 
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iQ tis odds our vain-glory ſcrambles for 
a ſhare with him, if it donot wholly 1n- 
grofle it, We fit an hour at a ſermon, 
bur tis rather to here the wit or eloquence 
of the preacher, then the word of God. 
Like the duller fort of animals, we like 
well to have our itching ears {cratcht, but 
grow ſturdy and reftive when we ſhould 
do what weare there taught, Ina word 
all our ſervices at the beſt are miſerably 
maim'd, and imperte& z and too often 
corrupt and unſound. * So that God may 
well upbraid us as he did Jſrae/, offer 
it now to the governor, will he be pleas'd 
with it ? Mal. 1.8. Thelevery iniquities of 
our holy things, are enough to defeat all 
our pretences to any good from Gods 
hand ; yet God knows this is much the beſt 
fide of us : tis not every one that can 
make fo fair an appearance as this amounts 
to. With many, there isno place to com- 
plain of the blemiſhes of their 1acrifices, 
for they offer none ; of whom we may ſay 
in the word of the Pſalmiſt, God 25 not 7n 
all theit thoughts, Plal. 10, 4. I tearthere 
want not thoſe who drive away the day, 
the week, nay the year, without remem- 
bring in whoſe hand their time 7s, Plal. 
31. 18. or paying him any ſolemn tribute 
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of it; who enjoy the lervices of all, infe- 
riorGreatures, without conſidering that 
theirs are moredue to the ſupreme Lord : 
ina word, who lives asif they were abſo- 
lately independent z had their exiſtence 
purely from themſelves, and had no Crea- 
tor to whom they owed their being , or 
any conſequent duty. And ſure men who 
thus diſcard themſelves from Gods ftami- 
ly, have very little reaſon to expect the 
proviſions of it: yet even ſuch ,as theſe 
have the unpudence to complain, it any 
thing be wanting to their needs ( ſhall I 
ſay) or to their luſts; can ravingly pro- 
fane Gods name in their impatiencies , 
which they know not how to uſe in their 
praiers : as if the Deity were conſiderable 
in no other notion, then that of their ca- 
terer or ſteward. 

4. I now we ſeriouſly refle&, what 


can be more admirable then that infinit 
patience of God ; who notwithſtanding 


the miſerable infirmities of the pious, and - 
the leud contemt of the impious, ſtill goes 
on reſolutely in his bounty , and conti- 
nues to all.mankind ſome, and to ſome 
all his temporal bleſſings ? He has no ob- 
ligation of juſtice to do fo, for it is no 
part of his compa&; he has none of gra- 
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titude, for he is perpetually affronted and 


 diſobliged. Surely we may well ſay with 


David, Is this after the manner of men, 
O. Lord? x Chro. 17. 179, Can thehigh- 
eſt human indulgence bear any proportion 
with his divine Clemency ? no certainly, 
no finite patience but would be exhauſted 
with the thouſandth part, of our provo- 
Cations. 

5. BUT is not our dealing too as lit- 
tle after the manner of men; I mean of 
reaſonable creatures : for us who have for- 
feited our right to all, and yet by mere 


favor are ſtill kept in the poſſeſſion of, 


many great bleſſings: for us to grow mu- 
tinous, becauſe there is perhaps ſomthing 
more trifling which is denid us, is ſuch 
a ſtupid ingratitude, as one would think 
1mpoſſible to human nature, Should a Te- 
nant with us have at once forfeited his 
leaſe, and maliciouſly affronted his Land- 
terd , he would ſure think himſelf very 
gently dealt with, if he were ſuffer'd to 
enjoy bur a part of his firlt eſtate ; but 
we ſhould think him not only inſolent , 


bur mad, who when the whole were left 


him, ſhould quarrel and clamor if he might 
nothave his Cottage-adorn'd with marble 
tioors, and gilded roots. Yet at this wild 

. rate 
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rate we behave our ſelves to our great 
Landlord, grow pettiſh and angry if we 
have not every thing we can fancy, tho 
we enjoy many more uſeful, merely by 
his indulgence, And can there be any 
thing imagin'd more unreaſonable ? Let us 
therefore if not for piety, yet at leaſt to 
juſtify our clame to rationality, be more 
{ ingenuous let us not conſult only with 
our fond appetites, and be thus perpetu- 
ally ſoliciting their ſatisfaCtion; but rather 
reflect on that tenure whereby we hold 
what we already have,even that of ſupera- 
bundant mercy; and fear leaſt like for val 
beggers by the impudence of our demands 
we divert even that charity which was 
deſign'd us. - In ſhort lerevery man,when 
he computes what he wants of his defires, 
reckon as exactly how much he is ſhort. 
of his duty ; and when he has duly pon- 
derd both, he will think it a very gentle 
compoſition to have the one unſupplied, 
ſo he may have the other remitted , and 
will ſee cauſe contentedly ro\fit down and 

| fay with honeſt Mephiboshesh, What right 

 havelI tocry any more unto the King? 2Sam- 
| 19.28. Burt if it be thus with us upon 
the mere ſcore ot our imperfections, or o« 
| miſſions, what an obnox1ous itate do our 
in- 
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innumerable actual fins put us 1n? If the 

fpots of our ſacrifices are provoking, what q 

are our facrileges and bold profanations?If }| ,; 

thoſe who neglect or forget Godareliſted | ,, 

among his enemies , what are thoſe who. q 

% ayowedly defy him ? Indeed he that ſo. 
© berly confiders the world, and ſees how 
daringly the divine Majeſty is daily af- } 
fronted, cannot but wonder that the per- 
verſions of our manners, thoſe prodigies 

in morality, ſhould not be anſ{wer'd with F 1 

as great prodigies in calamity too ; that 

we ſhould ever have other ruin then that 

of Sodom, or the earth ſerve us for any 0- 

ther purpoſe then to be, asit was to Korah, 

Num, 16. our living ſ{epulcher. py 

6. Nok is this longanimity of God 


obſervable only towards the maſs and col- : 
leive body of mankind, bur to every 2 
man in particular, Who is there that if a: 
he ranſack his conſcience, ſhall not find | P* 
_ guilts enow to jultify God in the utmoſt oh 
ſeverities towards him ? ſo that how much Ky 
 ſoever his puniſhments are ſhort of thar, N 


1o much he evidently owes to the lenity F | 

and compaſſion of God. And who is Þ| | 

there that ſuffers in this world the utmoſt | P' 

that God can inflict? We have a great J; 

many ſuffering capaCitics ; and if thoſe ys 
Were 
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were all filld up. to the height, our con- 
dition would ſcarce differ trom that of 
the damned in any thing bur duration, 
But God is more merciful, and never in« 
flicts at that rate on us here, Eyery mans 
experience can tell him, that God diſchar- 
ges not his whole quiver at once upon him 
but exemts him in many more particulars 
then he atilicts him ; and yet the ſame 
experience will probably rte!l molt of us, 
that we are not fo modeſt in our affaulrs 
upon God; weattacque him 1n all his con- 
cerns ( as far as our feeble malice can 
reach ;) in his Soveraignty, in his honor, 
in his relatives, nay ſomtimes in his very 
ellence and being. And as they are unt- 
verſal in reſpe& ot him, 1o alſo in regard 
of our ſelyes : we engage all our powers 
in this war, do not only yze/d (as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks) our members inftruments of 
unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 18, but we preſs 
them upon the ſervice of ſenſual and vile 
luſts, even beyond our native propenfions. 
Nor are only the members of our body, 
but the faculties of our fouls alſo thus em- 
ploied; our underitanilings are buficd firſt 
in contriving ſins, and then excuſes and 
diſguiſes for them z our wills are yet more 
ſturdy rebels, and when the underſtand- 

| N 753 £- 20 
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ing 1s beat out of all its out-works, yet 
ſultenly kcep their hold in ſpighr of all 
conviction; and our affe&tions madly ruſh 


on ke the horſe into the battle, Jer. 3.6, 


deterred by nothing ot danger,io there be 
but fin enough 1n the attemr. | 48 
'7. And now with what face can peo- 

- ple rhat chus purſue an hoſtility, expe&t 
that it ſhould not be return'd to them ? 
do's any man denounce war, and yet 
expect trom his adverſary all the careſles, 
the obligements of friend(hip? felt-de- 
tence will promt even the meekelt nature 
to deſpoil his enemy at leaſt' of thoſe 
things which he uſes to his annolance 
and if God ſhould give way even to that 
loweſt degree of anger , where or what 
were we? for ſince we 1imploy our whole 
ſelyes -againk, him , nothing bur deſtru. 
Ction can aycrt our injuries. Bur tis hap- 
py forus we have to do with one who 
cannot fear us, who knows the impotence 
of our wild attemts, and lo allat's his re- 
ſentment of our infolence, with his pity 
of our follies, Were it not for this, we 
ſhould nor be left in a poſſibility 1o oft to 
iterate Our provocations 5 every wicked 
_ imagination ani black deſign would bz 
at once dcetecated and puniſht by infatuati- 
on 


1 


- 
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on and frenzy : every blaſpicmous Arhe- 
{tical ſp220t would wither the tongue, 
like that arm of Ferroboum which he ſtreechr 
againit the Prophet, 2 2 King. 13. 4. and 
every impious act would Iik- the Proitt- 
bired retrofpect of Lots Wite fix us perpe- 
tual monuments of divine v enge "ance, 

8. Ax Þb thenhow much do we owe 


| to the mercy and colmmileration of our 


| God, rhat he ſuffers not his whole diſples 
| ſare to ariſe, Pla. 75. 39. thar he abates 
any thing of thar juſt ſeverity he might 
uſe towards us ? He that iscondemned' to 
the Gallowes, would think it a mercy to 
| ſcape with 1 any inferior penalty: why have 
we then ſuch mcan thoughts of Gods Cle- 


| MENCy , when he deſcends to ſuch low 


| compoliitions with us ? corrcats us fo light- 
| ly asif twere only matterof ceremony and 


 punQilio, the regard of his honor, rather 
| then the execution n of hiswrath? For alas 
| let him among us that 15 the moit innocent, 


and undeſervedly aftlited , mutter up his 
flas and ſufferings,and he wall (cc a valt in- 
« Cquality : and Cha d he-not other grounds 
of aſſurance) wou'd be almoſt temre« to 
think thoſe were not the prov OKINg C Caule 
they are ſo unproportionably antw. red, 
| He ſinsin innumerable initances, and 1 
N 2 Pt! = 
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puniſht in tew , he ſin's habitually and per- | © 
petually ,, and fufters rarely and ſeldom; | 
nay perhaps he has ſomtimes finn'd with | n 
greedinets, and yet God has puniſht with | Þ 
regret and reluctancy, How Shall 1 give | 7 
theeup O Ephraim ? Hol. 11.8. And when Þ 9 
all theſe diſparities are confider'd, we muſt Þ 1! 
certainly join heartily in Azra's confeſ. | W 
fion, Thou O God has puntsht ns leſs then our fc 
mniquities deſerve, Ezra. 9.13. | r 
9. Nay befides all ourantecedent, we Þ ft 
have after guilts no leſs provoking, I | 4: 
mean our ungracious repinings at the f 
light chaſtiſemenrs of our former ſins, | 1t 
our out-cries upon every little unealineſs, tc 
- which may juſtly cauſc God to turn our | V*« 
whips into Scorpions z and according as | V« 
he threatned 1/7aet Lev. 26.18. to punish Þþ *l 
#s yet ſeven times more. And yet cven | ©! 
this do's not immediately exaſperate him, | 1 
The Jews werean inſtance how long he Þ Þ: 
could bear with a murmuring generations | uu 
bat certainly we of this nation arc a Þ Þ:: 
greater, yer let us not be hieh-minded but N © 
fear, Fom. 11. 20. for we lee at laſt the .ſ ou 
doom fell heavy tho it was protracted, 
a ſucceſſion of miraculous judgments pur- Þ ap 
ſued thoſe murmurers, ſo that not one Þ to 
of them enter'd Canaan, And tis very Þþ 15) 
| # obs 
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obſervable that whereas to other ſins Gods 
denunciations are 1n ſcripture. conditio= 
nal and irreverſible ; this was abſolute and 
bound with an oath, He ſware in his wrath 
that they Should not enter imto his reſt, Pſa- 
95.11. And yet if we compare the hard- 
ſhips of the Ifraclites in the wilderneſs, 
with moſt of our ſufferings, we ſhall be 
forced to confeſs our mutinies have leſs 
remtation, and conſequently leſs excuſe; 
from whence tis very realonable to inter, 
as the greatneſs of our danger it wepers 
fiſt, ſo the greatneſs of Gods long ſuffer- 
ing towards us, who yet allows us ſpace 
to reform : and fure new complaints ſound 
very ill from us, who are lable to fo ſe- 
vercan account tor our old ones, I fear 
the molt retignd perſons of us will up- 
on recolleftion find, they have upon 
one occaſion or other out-vied the num- 
berof the Ifrachtcs murmurs :* therefore 
unlels we will emulate them in their 
plagues, let us fear to add one more, left 
chat make up the fatal ſum , aud render 
our deſtruction irrevocable. 
10, Upon all theſe conſiderations it 
appears liow little reaſon any of us have 
to repine at our heavielt prefJures;but there 
is yet a farther circumſtance to be adverr- 
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ed co, au 18 too applicable to many of 


us, Chat 15, that our tins ate not only the 
COnttant meritorious Cauſe of our fſuifer- 
inzs, but they are allo yery often the in- 
{trumeacal cauſealſo ; and produce them 
not only by way ot retaliation troin Gol, 
but by a natural efficacy. Solomon tells us, 
he that loves pleſure, shail be a poor man, 
and that a whorrzsh woman will bring 4 
72a to a piece of bread Prov. 6.29. that 
he that ſits long at the wine shall have red- 
neſs of eies, Chap. 23. 29, 30.-that the 
lothful foul shall ſuffer hunger, 19. 15.and 
all theſe nor by immediate ſupernatural 
infliction from God ,. but as the proper 


genuine cftects of thole reſpeQive vices. - 


indeed God in his original eſtabliſhment 


of things, has mad2 ſo cloſe a connextons 
between fin and puniſhment, that he is 


\ not often put to exert his power 1n any 


extraordinary way , but may truſt us to 
be our own Lictors, our own backſ/:dings 
reprove ns Jer. 2.19. and oilt iniquities are 
otthemlclves enough to become our rune y 

Exod. 18. 38. | 
I1. Ir may therefore be a ſeaſonable 
queſtion tor every man to put to himlclt, 
whether the troubles he labors under b2 
not of this ſort 5 whether the poy{rty ht 
CON» 
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complains of, be not the eitect of his riot 
and profuſion, his ſloth and negligence : 
whether when he cries out that hzs comel:- 
neſs is turu'd tato corruption, Dan. 10. 8. he 
may not aniwer himſelf, that they are 
his viſits to the hariots houſes which have 
thus made roftenneſs enter into his bones , 
Hab. 3.16, whether when he 1s belet witty 


| contentions, and has wounds without 
| cauſe, he have not tarried long at the wines 


when he has loſt his friend, whether he 


have not by lome zrecherorts wound, Eccle. 


22. 22, forced him to depart : or when 
be lies under infamy, whether it be not 
only the Echo of his own ſcandalous 
crimes. If he find it thus with him, cer- 


| rainly his mouth is ſtopr, and he cannot 


without the mott diftngenuous impudence 
complain of any but himſelf He could 


| not beignorant that ſuch cftes aid natu- 
rally atcend fuch cauſes 
| he would take the one, he mult take the 


, and therefore if 
other allo. No» man furc can be ſo mad, 
as to think God thould work miracles 
( diſunite thole things which nature hath 
conjoin'd y only that he: may finat caſe, 
have all the beicial pieaſures he can pro- 
jet, and none of the conſequent ſmart, 


We read indec.] Goa divided the ſea, but 


IT 
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it wasto make-ihe way for the ranſomed 
of the Lord to paſs over 11a. 51. 10. thoſe 
who were his own people, and went in at 
his command; but when they were ſecu. 
red, we find the waters immediatly re- 
turn'd to their chanel, and overwhelmed 
the Egyptians, who ventured without 
the ſame warrant. And ſure the caſe is 
alike: here, when any man can produce 
Gods mandate for him to run into all ex- 
ceſs of riot, to deſecrate the temple of the 
holy Ghoſt,and make h:s body the member of 
an harlot,x Cor.6.15.In a word when God 
bids him do any of thoſe things, which 
God and good men abhor, then and not 
before he may hope he may ſever ſuch 
acts from their native penal efte&s; for 
till then (how protule ſocver ſome Legen- 
dary ſtories reprelent him) he will certain- 
ly never ſo beſtow his miracles. 

12. But I fear upon ſcrutiny there will 
appear a yet farther circumſtance upon 
which to arraign our mutinies: for tho it 
be .unreaſonable enough to charge God 
with the 111 effe&ts of our own lewdnels, 
yet tis a higher itep to murmur becauſe 
we have not materials to be wicked e- 


nough. And thisI fear is the caſe with 


too many of us, who tho they are not 


fo 
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", | ſodiſpoil'd by their fins, but chat they 


: | can Keep up their round of vicious ple- 
ſures, yet are diſcogtented becauſe on 
think ſome others haverhem more exqui- 
ſite , think their yices are not Gentile e- 
1 | 2ough, unleſs they be very expenſive, and 
are covetous only that they may be more 
Luxurious. Thele are ſuch as St, Zames 
ſpeaks of , who ask amiſs , that they may 
conſume it upon their luſts., Jam, 4. 3. and 
ſure to be mutinous on this account is one 
f of the higheſt pieces of frenzy. Would 
18 a5 man 10 his wits tell another he will 
1" | Cur his throat , and then expeCt he ſhould 
'# furniſh him witha knife for it? And yet to® 
1 | *his amountour murmurs againſt God, for 
"# his not giving us thoſe things wherewith 
we only deſign to wage war with him. 
For ſurely if the diſcontents of mankind 
| were cloſely inſpected, I doubr a great ' 
1 many would be found of this kind. Ir 
concerns the Reader therefore co make 
the inquifition in his own breaft , both in 
1þ bis and all the former particulars, and 
| 1 doubt not, if he do it with any in- 
- | genuity and uprightneſs, he will be 
"| abundantly convinced that for his few 
mites of ubedience he paies to God, he 
receives talents of mercies ( eyen tempo- 
> O ral ) 
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ral) trom him : and that on the other lide, 
that God as much underpaies his fins, as he 
overpaies his ſervices: by which God do's 
ſafficiently atteſt how little he delights in 
our aMidtion, how gladly he takes any 
light occaſion of careſling and cheriſhing, 
and over=skips thoſe of puniſhing us, 


—— Which ſure ought to make us convert all 


our diſpleſures againſt our fins, which ex. 
cort thoſe acts of ſeverity from him , to 
which his nature is moſt averſe. And here 
indeed our reſentments cannot be too: 
ſharp, but rowards God our fitteſt addreſs 
will be in the penitential form of the pros 
phet Daniel, O Zord, 10 us belongeth confuſ 
on of face, but to the Lord our God belong 
mercies and forgiveneſs, the we have rebelled 
againſt him, Dan. g. 8. 9. And as his juſtice 
is to be revered in his inflitions, ſo is his 
wiſdom alſo, in ſo diſpoling of events to 
particular perſons, asmay bett confiſt with 
the univerlal Oeconomy and managery of 
the world, the conlideration whereof is 
the deſign of the next Section, 
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Of God's general Providence. 


1. H E N God made the univerſe, 
jg he intended not only to glority 
himſelf in one tranſient a of his power , 
and then leave this great and wonderful 
production of his, as the Oſtrich her eggs 
in the wilderneſs , Lam. 4. 3. but havin 
drawn it out of its firſt Chaos, he ſecur'd 
it from returning thicher again, by eſta- 
bliſhing as a due ſymmetry of parts, ſo al- 
ſo a regular order of motion : hence it is 
that the heavens have their conſtant re- 
rolutions , the earth its ſucceſſion of de- 
terminate ſeaſons , animals their alternate 
courſe of generationand corruption: and 
by this wiſe Oeconomy,the world after ſo 
many thouſand years, ſeems ſtill in 1ts 
ſpring and firſt beauty, But it had bin 
in vain to have thus ſecured the defe- 
Ction of the creatures, if man for whoſe 
ſake they were made had bin excluded 
from thiscare:His faculty of reaſon would 
O 2 have 


as | —— 
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ww have made him but the mot fatal inſtru- Þ all 


ment of confuſion, and taught him the | te! 
more compendious waies of diſturbing the | co 
world. Fob compares him to the wild aſſes | 1! 
colt, Job 11. 12, which takes its range th 
without diverting to any thing of the 15: 
common good. God has therefore dou- Þ tri 
bly thedged in this unruly creature, made | he 

a fence of laws about him (both natural Þ - 
and poſitive) and beſides has taken him m 
into the common circle of his providence, pl: 
ſo that he, as well as the reſt of the crea- ſh -11 
tion, has his particular ſtation aſſign'd ſ Q& 
him ; and 'that not only in reference to th 
other creatures, but himſelf , has put af ſe 
difference between one man and another, T1: 
ordained ſeveral ranks and Clafles of 1nen, # Ve 
and endowed them with ſpecial and ap- eV 
propriate qualifications for thoſe ſtations | W1 
wherein he has ſet them, | de 
2. THn1s, as it isa workof infinit wiſ-ſ be 
dom in God, ſo it is of unſpeakable ad-| dc 
vantage to men. Withour this regular diſ- w 
poſure , the world would have bin in the be 
p.. ſame eonfuſion which we read of in theſk w 
| hoſt of the Midianites , every mans ſworlſ W 
8 againſt his fellow, Jud 7.22. Nothing but «e 
force could determine who should do, os Tt: 
enjoy any thing; and eyen that _— -y 

all0F 
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alſo would have bin repelable by a grea- 
ter force: ſo that we have all reaſon to 
confeſs the utility of that order God has 
ſet among men : andeven he that bears 
the loweit and moſt deſpicable place in it, 
is certainly infinitly more happy by con-. 
tributing to that general Harmony , then 
he could be in any ſtate of diſcord, 

3. WErxE this now well' confider'd, 
methinks it ſhould filence all our come 
plaints , and men ſhould not be fo vehe- 


.mently concern d 1n what partof the ſtru- 


Cure it pleaſes the great Architect to put 
them : for every man 1s to look on him- 
ſelf only as a ſmall parcel of thoſe mate- 
rials which God is to put into form. E- 
very ſtone is not fit for the corner, nor” 
every littlerafter for the main beam : the 
wiſdom of the Maſter builder is alone to 
determin that. 'And ſure there cannot 
be a more vile contemt of the divine wiſ- 
dom then to diſpute his choice, Had God 
wiſdom enough to contrive this vaſt and 
beautiful fabric,and may he not be truſted 
with one of us poor worms ? Did he by his 
wiſdom make the heavens, and by his un- 
derſtanding ſtretch out the clouds, Pro. 3. 
19. and-ſhall he not know where to place 
a lictle lump of figur'd earth ? this 1s cer- 
| tainly 
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—— 


tainly the moſt abſurd diſtruſt imaginable, 
and yet this is really the true meaning of 
our repining at the condizion he has pla- 


edus 1n. 
Js Tas truthis, we are fo full of our 
ſelves, that we can ſee norhing beyond 


it : every man expects God ſhould place 
him where he has a mind to be, tho by it 
he diſcompolſe the whole ſcheme of his 
providence. But tho weare ſo ſenſeleſsly 
partial, yet God is not ſo: he that com- 
prehends at once the whole concern of 
mankind, applies himſelf to the accomo- 
dating thoſe, not the humoring any par- 
. ticular perſon. He has made the great and 
the ſmall and careth for all alike, Wiſd, 
6.7. He is the common Father of man- 
Kind, and diſpoſes things for the public 
advantage of this great family, and tis not 
all the impatient cravings of a” froward 
child that ſhall make him recede from his 
deſigned method, We are apt enough, 
I am ſure, ro tax it not only as a weak- 
neſs, but injuſtice too ina Prince, when 
he indulges any thing to a private favo- 
rite to the public diſadvantage ; yet ſo 
unequal are we, that we murmur at God 
for not doing that, which we murmur at 
men for doing, 

5. BE- 
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5. BzSIDES a man is to Conſider, 
that other men have the ſame appetites 
with himſelf. It he diſlike an inferiot ſtate, 
why ſhould he not think others do ſo too ? 
and then as the wiſe man ſpeaks, whoſe 
voice. Shall the Lord hear? Ecclus. 34. 24. 
Tis ſure great inſolence in me to expect 
that God ſhould be more concern'd to 
humor me, then thoſe multitudes of others 
who have the ſame deſires. And the more 
impatient my longings are, the leſs in 
reaſon ſhould be* my hopes; for mutiny 
isno ſuch endearing quality as to render 
any man a dearling to God. But ifall men 
ſhould have equal fatisfactions, we ſhould 
puzleeven Omnipotence it ſelf. Every 
man would be above and ſuperior ; yet 
thoſe are comparative terms, and if no 
man were below, no man could be aboye, 
So in wealth , moſt men deſire more, but 
every man do's at leaſt delire to keep what 
he has ; how then ſhall one part of the 
world be ſupplied without. the diminuti- 
on of the other , unleſs there ſhould be 
as miraculous a mulriplication of treſure 
for mens avarice, as there was of Loaves 
for their hunger, Mat 16. 9. It wasa good 
anſwer which the Ambaſſudors of an op. 
preſt Province made to Antony , - O 
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Emperor,thou wilt have doubl: taxes from 
us, thou muſt help us to double Springs 
and Harveſts. And ſure God muſt be at 
the expence of a new Creation, make us 


a double world, it he ſhould oblige him- 


ſelf ro ſatisfy all the unreaſonable appe- 
rites of men :and if he ſatisfy not all, why 
ſhould any particular pecſon look that his 
alone ſhould be indulged to ? 

6. Y = T as unreaſonable as it is, the 
moſt of us do betray ſuch a perſwaſion, 
No man is diſcontented that there are 
lower, as well as higher degrees in the 


 warld, that thereare poor as well as rich, 


bur all ſenfible men aſſent to the fitneſs 
of it : yet if themſelves happen to be ſet 
in the lower form, they exclame as if the 
whole order of the world were ſubverted; 
which is a palpable indication that they 
think that Providence which governs 0- 
thers, ſhould ſerve them, and diſtribute 
to themnort what it, but themſelves think 
good. This immoderate ſelf-love is the 
ſpring and root of moſt of our complaints 
makes us ſuch unequal judges in our own 
concerns, and promts us to put in Caveats 


and exceptions in our own behalf, as 


David did on his ſons, See that thou hurt 


not the young man eAvſolom ? 2 Sam. 18.15 


as 
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| | as if God were to manage the govern- 
) 


ment of the world with a particularre. 
gard to our hking, and were like the An- 
| gelsat Sodom, Gen, 19. 22. to do nothing 
"| 7:// we had got inte Zoar, hadallour de. 
| mands ſecured to us. 
7, IT would indeed aftoniſh a coaſi. 
| dering man to ſee, that altho the con- 
cerns of men are all diſpoſed by an unerr- 
| ing Wiſdom,and acknowledged by them. 
- | ſelves robeſo, yet thar ſcarce any man 
'& is pleaſed. The truth is, we haye gene- 
© rally in us the worlſer part of the Levellers 
# Principle, and tho we can very content= 
| <dly behold multitudes below us, yet are 
B impatient to ſee any above us z not only 
*# the foot (to uſe the Apoſtles fimile) com- 
8 plains that it is not the hand, but the ear 
'E becauſe it is not the vie, 1 Cor. 12.15. I6, 
Not only the lowermoft , but the higher 
"| ranks of men are uneaſy, if there be any 
"| one ſtep above them, Nay ſo importu- 
'| mate is this aſpiring humor , that we ſee 
'® men are forced to feed it tho but with 
air and ſhadows. He that cannot make 
'| any real advance in his quality , will yet 
do it 1n ethgie, in all little gaietics and 
pageantries of it, Every degree in theſe 
'| reſpects not only emulates, but imitates - 
Fe P Us 
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ſuperior, rill at laſt by that impatience of 
their proper dittance they make it greater, 
' and finkeven below their firſt ſtate by their 
ridiculous profuſion, Indeed the world 
ſeems to be ſo over-run with this vanity , 
that there is little viſible diſtinction of de- 
grees, and one had need go to the Heralds 
office to know mens qualities ; for neither 
their habit nor equipage do now adaies in- 
form us with any certainty. 


8, Bur by all theſe it appears that ' 


' men look on themſelves only as ſingle per- 
ſons, without reterence to the commu» 
nity whereof they are members. Fordid 
they conſider that, they would endevor 
rather to become the places wherein they 


were ſet, by doing the duties os | 


ro them, then be perpetually projecting 
for a change. A tree that is every year 
tranſplanted will never bear fruit, and a 
mind that is alwaies hurried from its pro- 

per ſtation, will-ſcarce ever do good 1n a» 
ny. This is excellently expreft to us by 
Solomon, As a bird that wandereth from 
his neſt, ſo is a man that wandereth from 

his place, Prov. 27.8. Tiscaly todivine 


the fate of thoſe young ones from whom ' 


the dam wanders, and tis asealy to gueſs 
how the duties of that place will be per- 
| torm- 
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formed, whoſe owner is alwaies upon the 
wing and making towards another. I wiſh 
we Fad not too coſtly exp-ri:nents both 
in Church and State of thetruth of rhis 
obſervation. Alas we forget that we are 
all ſervants to the ſame Maſter, and that 
he is to appoint in what office we ſhall 
ſervehim. How ſhould we like it in any 
of our own families, to have an inferior 
officer "leave his work undon, becauſe he 
has more mind to be Major-Domo ? Yet 
this inſolence weevery day rep2te towards 
God , ſullenly diſpute his'orders, and un- 
leſs we may chute our own emploiments, 
will do nothing. 

9. T 1s evident this perverſe temper 
of mankind breeds a great deal of miſ- 
chief and diſturbance in the world, but 
would breed arrant confuſion and ſubver- 
fon, if it were ſuffer'd to have its full 
ranges If God permit but one ambitious 
lpirit to break looſe in an age as the in- 
{rument of his wrath, what deſtruftion 
do's it often times make? How do's it 
cauſe the whole earth to tremble, and shake 
Kingdoms, as is ſaid of Nebuchadnezzar ; 
Iſa. 14. 16. and may be ſaid of many 0- 
hers of thoſe whole-ſale robbers who have 
lignified the trade ? But if every aſpir- 

P- 2 ing 


q— 
— 


116 The Art of contentment, 


ing humor ſhould be as proſperous, where 
would it find fue! to maintain the flame ? 
No doubt every age produces men of as 
unbounded defires as Alexander or Ceſar, 
but God gives them not the ſame opportu- 
nities to trouble the world. And accord. 
ingly in the more petty ambitions of pri. 
vatc men he often orders it ſo, that thoſe 
ſoaring minds can find no benign gale to 
help their mounting. He that ſets bound; 
to the ſea, daying, hitherto shalt thou come 
and no farther, and tho the waves thereof i 
roſs themſelves yet can they not prevail , thy 
they roar yet can they not paſs over , Jer.. 5, 
22. do's alſo depreſs the ſwelling pride of 
men, hangs clogs and weights upon them 
that they cannot riſe to their affected 
height. Fortho weare all willing to for- 
gct it, yet God remembers that he is the 
Rector of the Univerſe, and will aflert his 
Dominion. The fubtileft contrivance can-F 
nor circumvent him, the moſt dariagf 
pretender cannot wreſt any thing out ot 
his han, the Lord will fill be . King, bf 
{he people never ſo impatient, Pal. 99. 1. 
Twill therefore ſure be as well our pru- 
dence.as our duty to be /{r/l, and know that 
he 7s God, Pfal. 46. 10. with an humbleF 
gerelieion of ourown wills acquieſce i: 

hip 
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ere | his, and not by ineffective ſtruglings pro- 
ne? | voke, whom we are fire never to fub- 
" as | due. We may like unmanaged horſes foam 
ſar, | and fret, but ſtill God has the bridle in 
rtu- | our jawes, and we cannot advance a ſtep 
"rd. | farther then he permits us, Why ſhould 
Pri- | we then create torment to our ſelves by 
ofe | our repinings, which only fets us farther 
> toff from ouraims, Tis Gods declared me- 
nd; thod to exalt the lowly : and tis obſerva- 
oneſk blein the firſt two Kings of Iſrael who 
reef ſ| were of Gods immediate eleCtion , that 
thi he ſurpriſed them with that dignity when 
5, they were about mean. and humble em- 
> offs ploiments, the one ſearching his fathers 
iemſ# Aſſes, the other keeping his fathers ſh-ep : 
tedſ and would men honeltly and diligently 
or-F exerciſe themſelves in the buſineſs of their 
theſ proper calling , they might perhaps find 
r his 1t a more dired& road to advancement , 
an-# then all the ſiniſter arts by which ambi- 
ing} tious menendevor to climb. Solomon ers 
roſs it downasan Aphoriſm , /ceſt thou a man 
, biſ ailigent in his buſmeſs, he shall ſtand before 
18 Aings, he Shall not Stand before mean men , 
Dru-ſ| Pro.22.29. But whether it happen to have 
hit that effect or no, it will have a better 
1bleſ® for it will ſweeren his preſent condition , 
> inſÞ divert his mind from mutinous refle&ions 
hi on 
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on other mens height, and his own low- 
neſs; for tis cominonly men who mind 
[not their work that are at ſo much lei- 
ſure togaze, He that carefully plies his 
own bulineſs will have his thoughts more 
concentred, And doubtleſs tis no ſmall 


happineſs to have them ſo ; for tis their - 


gadding too much abroad, looking on 
other mens conditions , that ſends them 
back (tike Dinah deflowred) to put all 
in an uproar at home. 'The ſon of Syrach 
ſpeaks with tranſportation of the ſtate e- 
ven of him that labors and is content , 
and calls it a ſweet life, Ecclus 40, 18. 
And certainly tis infinitly more 1o then 
that of the greateſt Prince whoſe mind 
{wells beyond his territories. 

10. Uroxn all theſe confiderations it 
cannot but appear very reaſonable that we 
ſhould leave God to govern the world : 
not be putting in like the ſons of Zebedee 
for the higheſt ſeats; but contentedly reſt 
our ſelves where he has placed us, till his 
providence (not our own deſigns ) ad- 
vanceus, Wecan no where be fo obſcure 
as to be hid from his eies; who as he va- 
lued the widows mite above the great ob- 
tations of the rich, fo he will no leſs gra- 
ciouſly accept the humble endevorsof the 

mean, 
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mean, then the more eminent ſervices of 

the mighty ; himſelf having declared, that 
he accepts according io what a man hathy 
and not according to what he hath not, 2 
Cor. 8. 12, ſo that in what rank ſoceyer 
a man is ſer, he has ſtill the ſame opportu- 
nity of approving himſelf to God : and 
tho in the eie of the world he be a veſſel 
of diſhonor , yet in the day when God 
comes to make ub his Jewels, Mal, 3. 17. 
there will be another eſtimate made of him 
who regularly moves in his own ſphere. 
And ſure he that fits dowa in this acquis 
eſcence is a happier man, then he that en- 
jpies the greateſt worldly ſplendor : but 
infinitly more ſo then he who impatiently 
covets but cannot attain them ;z for ſuch 
aman puts himſelf upon a perpetual rack , 
keeps his appetites.up at the utmoſt ſtretch, 
and yet has nothing wherewith to ſatisfy 
them, Let therefore our caſe it not our 
duty prompt us to acquieſcence, and a 
ready ſubmiſſion to Gods diſpoſals, 'to 


which we have yer a farther inducement 


from thar diſtin care he hath over every 
mans peculiar, by: which he proportions 
to him what is really beſt forhim;ofwhich 
we are farther to conſider in the next Se- 
tion, 

IS KT. 
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I. FF is the imperfection of our finite ez 
nature that we cannot at once at- || it 
tend to divers things, but the more ve- a 
hement our intention is upon one, the | cc 
greater is our neglect of the reſt, But 
Gods infinity cannot be ſo bounded ; his ca 
cies at once ſee, and his providence at} ot 
once orders all the moſt diſtant and diſ-F ch 
parate things in the world. He is not ar 
ſuch an Epicurcan Deity, as to ſequeſter ſe: 
himſelt wholly to the enjoiment of his own he 
telicity, and to deſpiſe the concerns off va 
poor mortals ; but rho he have his dwel-Þ vii 
img fo high , yet he humbleth himſelf to be no 
hold the things in heaven and earth , Plal.Þ In 
113.5. Nor dos his providence confine G! 
It iclt to the more ſplendid and greater in 
parts of managery, the conduct of Em-ſp pl 
\ pires and. States, but it deſcends to thefÞ} ito 
lowelt parts of - tis creation, to the fowl roi 
of theair, to the /:/jes of the field, and fo 
then 
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then ſure our Saviors inference as to man- 
kind 1s irrefragable, Are ye not much better 
then they? Mat. 6.26. It a lparrcow (as 
he elſewhere tells his diſciples ) cannor 
fall ro the ground without Gods particu- 
lar notice, ſurely no haman creature is 
leſs conſiderable to him 3 nay if our very 
haires are numbred, we cannot think the 
ite | excreſcenee is of more value then the 
at- Þ# ſtock, but imuit conclude that God with 
7e- | a particular ailvertence watches over the 
he | concerns of every man. 
ut 2, No w God being infinitly good , 
his} cannot thus attend us upon any 1nfid:- 
at ous deſign of doing us miſchief: he wat- 
Liſ-F ches overus as a guardian not as a ſpy ; 
ot Þ and directs his obſervation to the more 
terÞ ſeaſonable adapting his benefits. And as- 
wo he is thus gracious in deſigning our ad- 
offÞ vantage , ſo he is noleſs wiſe in Ccontri- 
el-F ving it. All things, faies the 1/7ſeman, are 
be-W not profitable for all men, Ecclus. 37.. 28. 
al. Indeed nothing is abſolutly good but 
nc} God: all created things are good or ill 
tcrſÞ in reference to that to which they are ap- 
m- plied. Meat is good, but to a ſurfeited 
theſ ſtomach tis not only nauſcous but dange- 
zl rous. Fire is good, but if put in our bo- 


nd} ſoms, nþr only burns our clothes but fl-th. 
en 2. And 


[ 
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And as human wit.lom directs the right 
application of theſe and the like, ſo the 
ſupreme.and divine orders events accor- 
ding to the diſpotition of the perſon con- 
cern'd . 
anddiſcerns whar operation (uch or ſuch 
thinys will have upon us, while we who 
know neither our ſeives nor them can make 
- but random gueſſes, and worſe choices. 
And ture he that 6's bat thus in the gene- 
- ral acknowiedg Gods providence, g g00d- 
neſs, and, witdom (which he is no Chri {tian 
who do's not) has a ſuthcient amulct a- 
gainſt all his folicitudes, much more his 
repinings. He cannot think he ſuffers 
unawares to him who ſees all things. He 
cannot think his ſufferings are defign'd 
for ill to him, becauſe they are diſpos'd 
by him who intends and projects his good, 
Nor can he tear thoſe intentions can mil- 
carry, which are guiJed by an infinit and 
unerring wiſdom, and backt by an uncon- 
trolable power. And lure this 15 as the A- 
poltle ſpeaks, Heb. 6. 38 /frong conſolgtion, 
if we would bur duly apply it. 
3. Y«T becauſe general notions do of - 

ten "make but light 1imprefſions on us, 
it may not be amiſs to make a little 


more inſpection, and to obſerve how ap- 
plica- 


The Art of Contentment. 


he knows our frame, Plal. 103. 14. 
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plicable they are to the ſ-veral kinds of 
our difconcents, Now thote may be re- 
duced to two - tor either we are troubled 
at the wantof lomthing we delire, or at 
the tuftering of lomthing w- woulll averts 
{that the rwo notions uf privative and 
potitive, divide . between chem all our 
att:1CFion, 


\ 4. Tr fit of theſe 1s uſualty the moſt 


comprehentive,tor there ure icw who have 
not more torinent from the apprehent- 
on of ſomwhat they want, then trom the 
{mart of any thing they feel. Andin- 
leed whillt our defires are fo vagrant and 
exorbitant » they ,will be ſure to furnith 
matter enougu for our difcontents, But 
certainly there 1s not in:the world ſich 
2 Charm for them | as the conftueration 
thar God 1s more wiſe to -ciſcern , and 
nore Caretul to provide what is really 
00d for us then we our ſelves, We poor 
prblind creatures look only on the f11r- 
tice of things, and if we ſce a beautiful 
mwpearange, lomwhat that invites our fen. 
ies, we cuurt it with the utmolit earneft- 
neſs; but God penetrates deeper, he ſees t9 
the bottom both of us and thoſe things ws. 
'-fire , and finds often thar rho they may 
vaſe our appetite, they will hurt our 

3 health : 
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health: and will no moregive them to us, | a 
then a careful father witl to his child a 


thoſe gilded poilons he cries for. Per-F n 
' haps this man 1s taken with the enchanting Y 1s 
' muhcof tame, likes not his own ob\cure O 


ſtation, but would fain*preſent himſelf e 
upon a more puvlic Theater, come into t] 
the eie and croud of the world , but how ri 
lictle do's he know how he {hall a& his A 
part there 2 whether he ſhall come off with : 
a plaudite or a hifs ? He may render him- 1 
ſelfbut the more public ſpectacle of ſcorn; 

or iff he do not that, he may by a better 0 
ſucceſs feed up his vain glory to ſuchaſ} rt 
bulk, as may render him too great a weight 


for chat tottering- pinnacle whereon heh a 
ſtands: and ſo ater he has made a tow. ſſh t 
ring circle, he may fall back with mor:Yl ft 
ignominy to his firſt point. Another iſh #7 
may be no leſs eagerly deſires wealth, | {1 


thinks (ag once Creſws did) that he tha} t 
abounds 'in treſure cannot be emty of f-- 
{icity. But alas how knows hc how he ſhall 
employ it? Thereare two contrary temrta: 
tions that attend riches z riots, and co- 
vetouſneſs : and he is ſurea little too con- 
fident, that dares promiſe himſelf tha: 
when there is ſuch odds againſt him , he 
ſhall certainly chule the one juſt mean ; 

+ Bl 
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and if he do not, he do's only inflame his 
account at the great Audit, Beſides the 
more wealth he has, the fairer booty he 
isto theavarice of others ; andir has bin 
often ſeen, that many a man had nor di- 
ed fo poor, if he had lived leſs rich. Ano- 
ther perhaps thinks not himſelf ſo much 
ro want wealth as children to heir it, 
and complains with Avraham, Lord, What 
wilt thougiveme ſecing 1 go childleſs? Gen. 
I5. 2. yet how knows he whether that 
child he ſo much defires {ball be a wiſe man 
or a fool,ccle.2.19. a comfort or a vexa- 
tion to hitlelt if helives to ſec his proof, 
and if he do not, he do's but project for 
an acceſs to nis dying cares 1n what hands 
tolcavehim. Hachel ſolicited this ſatis- 
taction with the greateſt impatience, Gre 
1e children or 1 die, Gen, 30. 1,andtis ob- 
{eryable that the grant of her wiſh proved 

the loſs of her lite. | 
s. Tyus in theſe and innumerable 
other inſtances we drive on blindfold, and 
very often impetuouſlly purſue that which 
would ruin us: and were God as ſhort- 
ſighted as we, into what precipices ſhould 
we minutely hurry our ſelves ? or were 
he fo unkind as to conlider our impor- 
unity oreithen our intereſt, ,we ſhould 
y quick. 
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quickly fink under the weight of our own 
wiſhes, and, as Juvenal in his tenth Satyr 
excellently obſerves, periſh by the ſucce!s 
and grant of our Praiers. I ſuppoſe there 
is No .man that ſoberly- recolied&s the c- 
vents of his lite, but can experimentally 
fay, he has ſomrtimes defirea things which 
would have bin to his miſchief it he had 
kad them, and that himtielf has atter looker 


on the denial as a mercy : as on the 0- 


ther fide when he has proſper'd in his aims, 
and had what his ſoul luſted after, it has 
bin bur like the Quails to the //ra-/tes, 
a conviction and puniſhment, rather then 
a ſatisfaction, And now.ſurely God may 
complain of us as he dil of {ſrael, Hy 
lo;;9 will it be ere you believeme 7? Num, 
14. I11.. After all the atteſtation he has 
given of his care and providence over us, 
atter all the experiments we have had of 
the folly of our own elections, we Can. 
not yet be brought either to diſtruſt our 
ſ-lves, or rely upon him, We will {till 
be chufing, and look on him as no farther 
concern'd, then as the exccutioner of our 
deſigns. FE 

6. Tnis 1scertainly. a {trange perverſe- 
neſs, an] ſuch as no ſenſible man would 
be guilry of in any other inſtance, Jn all 
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our ſecular affairs we truſt thoſe whom 
we have cauſe to think underſtand them 
better then our ſelves, and reby upon men 
17 their own faculty, We pur our eſtates 
into the Lawyers hand,our bodies into the 
Phyiicians, and ſubmit to their advice tho 
it beagaint(t our humor , meerly becauſe 
we account them more competent Judges. 
Yct this deference we cannot be per{ſwad- 
ed to pay to God, but .will {till be pre- 
ſcribing to him, and are very angry if 
his diſpenſations do not exactly anſwer 
our fancies. Andcan we ofter him a great- 
er affront then thus to diſtruſt him? What 
is it but interpreratively to deny either 
iis wiſdom, or his goodneſs, or both, 
2nd fo derogate from him in two of his 
eſſential Attributes ? For there can be no 
raational account given by any wha be- 
licve thoſe, why they ſhould not remic 
their whole concerns to him. So that 
the ſhort account is, that 1n our diltruſts 
we cither deny him to be God, or our 
ſelves to bemen, by refiiting the moſt 
evident. dictates of that reaſon which di- 
ſtinguihesus from brutes. For certainly 
there 1s not in human diſcourſe a more ' 
Irrefragable Maxim, then that we ought 
tor our own fakes, to reſign our ſelves 
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to him, whowe are infallibly ijare, can, || * 
and will, chuſe better tor us, then we for |} 
ourſelves. ; | 

7. Taxis was ſo apparent by mere na- th 
tural light, that Socrates adviſed men ro } 


pray only for bleſlings in general, and I} #'*< 
leavethe particular kinds of them to Gods = 
Nc 


_ election, who beſt knows what is good 
for us, And ſure this is ſuch a piece of || *® 


Divinity, as extremely reproches us Chri- his 
 ſtians, who cannot match a Heathen in [UC 
his implicit faith in God. Nay indeed |} ©: 
*cis the vileſt defamation upon God him- de! 
ſelf, that we who pretend to know him |} *©'* 
the 


more, ſhould truft him leſs. So that we 
ſce our repiningsdo not terminate 1n their 
own proper guilt, but doin their conſe. 
quences ſwell higher, and our diſcontents 
propagate themtelves into Blaſphemy.For 
while we- impatiently complain of our 
wants, we do tacitly tax God to want Þ __ 
either that wiſdom, power, or love, where- 
by he should ſupply us. And ſure he muſt 
be very Atheiſtical ro whom this will not 
give a competent prejudice againſt this 
{1n. 

' 8. AnD this very confideration will 
equally prejudg the other branch of our 


diſcontents , 1 mean thoſe which repine 
| at 


AE ATE EE RE emma wan 


Wo V \F v'S Lemand 


SeCT.YLL. Gods Particular Provid:nce. 129 


at the ills we ſuffer. And nor only our 
privative, but our poſitive afflictions may 
by it have their bitterneſs taken off: tor 
the ſame goodneis and wiidom which de- 
nies thoſe things we like , becauſe they 
are hurttul for vs, do's upon the very fame 
reaſon give us thoſe diftaliful things which 
he ſees profitable, A wiſe Phyſician do's 
not only diet, bur if occaſion be purge 
his patient alſo, And {urely there is not 
{uch a purifier, ſuch a cleanier of the foul 
asare afflictions, if, we do not {like ditfor- 
derly patients) fruſtrate their cfticacy by 
the irregular managery of our ſelves under 
them. 


0 
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Sz cr. VII : 


Of the Advantage of Aﬀfiftions. | Car 


1. FT were the workof a Volumeto give | <4 
an exact and minute account of the | |}. 
benefit of Afi:ictions, I ſhall only point | 1 
at ſome of the more general and obvious.  þ;; 
And firſt it is one of the moſt awakening ac 
calls ro repentance ; and to this endit is | +46 
that Go4 moſt uſually defigns it, Wee lee ye 
the whole ſcene of it.Hol.5.15. / will g9 © | fric 
retriyn to wy place, till they a: kr.owledg their W of; 

off ence, and ſceh my face in thor afflitti- | ys, 
on they will ſeek me early: and in the very | 6&6 
ncxt._verle we find this voice of Gode- Þ tha 
choed torth. by a penitential note , Come rerp 
and let us return unto the Lord, fo, he hath } jjoy 
ſmitten, aud he wilt heal us, he hath [ſmitten | («-, 
and he will hind 15 1up. Thus we find the him 
Brerhreu of Foſeph , tho there had a lovg F ;;f7; 
interval paſſed berwixt their barbarous u- ing 
ſage of him, and his teigned rigor to them, |} (> 
yet whenthey ſaw themſelves diſtrels'd by Þ| ;-; o 
ih: one , then they began to rccolled the : 
other, 
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other ſai ing, WW ore vert! gl y concern* 
74g our brother, Gen, 42. 21. Proiperity 
iS an IntOXICALtINg tilung, and nere arc 
tew brains irrong eno! 1&1 £O bear it; 1t. 
laies us a ſleep, kgs” amnyes us with plea- 
ſantc dreams, whilit in tle mean time So 
t2z rifles our treſurcs , and fpoils us by 
the deceittul Charms of fi.c of our inne- 
.cency and real happineſs, Ani can there 
be amore trienliy oince don tor a man 
in this condition, tien to rouze him, :; -n 
bring him to apprehend, the defizns th; 
arc laid againſt him # And this 18 tlic cor. 
ran1 on which afflidtions are ſent : {o that 
we have reaſon to look on them as our: 
friends and confederates that infend onr 
reſcue, and to take the alarm they. give 
us, and diligentiy (ec My out tholcuatciting 
enemies of which they warn us. And he 
that inſtead} of this Ab narrels at their 1h. 
terpoling, thinks then his encmzes becau {es 
they tell him th? trinh, Gal. 4.'6. do's mi- 
{erably pervert ihe coitifet v” God avtainſt 
himſelf, Luk. 7. 39. and may at lait ve- 
rity h15own Li oofiin, ; and by lo provot- 
Ing an ingratitude , convert thoſe into 
the wounds of an en-my, which were 
— meant as the corroftions of 


Fathe T, 


R 2 2. Axd 


-_ 


ao <>——— 
GA A ES. 
a" 4 W 


OED _—_— 
er net nn MS ALT 2 
. job 
ſend 2 w 


-—— OL 


32 The Arrot Contentmenr. 


2. Axp as athictions do thus in gene- 
ral admon:thus of fins, fo it pleaſes God 
mo!t tr2quently fo to model and frame 
them tat they bear tize very image and' 
imprets of fhote particular guilts they are 
tochaitile, and are the dark shadowes that 
aitznd our gay cli gnts, or flagrant 1n- 
ſolencics,  Fhe wife man obſerves, that 


the turning the Fgyptian waters into. 


blood was a manifeſt reproot of that Criu- 
c! \commandment for the- murdering of 
the Hebrew infants, Wiſd. 12. 5, And 
\urely we migit in motl, ifnot all our juf- 
fortngs, ſee fome ſuch correſponding ClI- 
c:mmt ances, as may lead us to the unme- 
diate” orovoking cauſe of it. God who 
do's all talngs 11 number , weight, and 
raeſure, do'3 puniſhmeats alſo obſerve 
a ſymmetry an: roportion , and adapts 
them not only tothe : heinouſneſ; , but 
even the very ſpecific kind of our crimes. 
The only fixt immutable rule he has given 


for his Vice-gerents on carth to punith by, 


is that inthe caſe of murder , which 1s 


we ſee grounded on this rule of ropor- 
tion, He rhat fhedleth mans blood, by man 


ſrelt his blood be ſhed, G2n, 9. 6, And 
_ tho he have now reſcinded the inferior re- 
Jations of the eie for rhe eiey, the tooth 
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'or the teoth, Exod. 21. 24. ( probably ior 
the hardneſs of our hearts, becauſe he 
iaw our revengeful natures would be too . 
much p'caſed with it ) yet he has not pre- 
cluded himifelf trom acting by thoſe me- 
ſures, but we ſee he do very often fignally 
make men teel the {mart of thoſe violen- 
cies or injuſtices they ghave uſed to others. 
Ofthis tae ſacred ſtory affords ſeveral ex- 
amples ( as Agonbezek , Jud. 1. 6. ard 4- 
bab, 1 Kings 21, 19. ) and protine many 
more, and daily experience and obletva- 
ton.mott of all. And tho this method 
of retaliation is not alwaies ſo evident and 
2pparentto the world, becauſe mens fins 
Dire not alwaics ſo; yet I believe it men 
wouli duly recolle, it would be for the 
moſt part diſcernable to their own Ccon- 
; © ſciences, and they. would apparently fee, 
- that their calamities did but trace the 
tzotiteps of their fins, : 
] 3. Novr it we rightly weigh this, we ' 
| | cannot bur think ita very advantageous 
; | circumſtance. We are naturally blind 
| when we look imward, and if we have not 
; | ſomeadventitious light toclear the objoCt, 
| N will be very apt to overlook it, Therctore 
. | lince the end of all our afictions 1s cur 
> | repentance, itisa wiſe and gracious dit- .- 
pal 
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PO.u1, tia N-y 40 <1.S pOILETO ws loi 
particulie fins of which we are to rep. mY 
1 he body of tin wit. nor be deicrowd 1n 
the whole entire bulk, but muit be dil. 
membred, pulſd in peices limb by limb, 
Ha that attaq 1es1t orherwile, will be like 
Sertorins's (liter, who ineffeCtively tugg'd 
- at the Hocles "rail t £2 17 off at once, 
when he Ttaar pall'd 1t {air by hair, quick: 
ly di {ic. Theretore as if 15 a great paiT of 
our (ritual W (45m to &NOW 11 what e- 
ſpecial parts the Sampſon-like ſtrength of 
our Corruptions lie, 10 1t 18a great 4 Lnce 


of Gods care of us, thus by his curredtions, 


to diiciplne and in.truct us init. 


4. . all our afflictions theretore it iis 


our Concern, nicely and critically to ob- 
ſerve them. I mean not to cnhance our 
murmnurs and compla'nts, butto icarn by 
them what 15 Gods peculiar controverſy 
againſt us. This is indeed 70 hear rhe rod, 
ani who hih app untel 1, M1cin,6 9. Let 
him therefore that ſuffers in any of his 
CONCccrns, Cxamine wherher he have not 
foinc correſponding guile which anſwers 
to it, as fare anſw-rs tace, Prov. 27. 19. 


He that 1s 1mpoverith-d in his eftate, let 


him conſider firtt how he acquired it, 
whether there were not ſomething of fraud 
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| or njuttice , which hike a_Ccancrous iu- 
F mor, mixrc 18 16s very elements aud con 
fticuiion, and ate out 1ts bowels : or whe- 
ther fome {acrilegious prize ſole cual 
from the altar have not ficed his nelt. Or 
if nothing can be charged upon the ac- 
queit, let him conlider how he has uled 
it; whether he have not mads 1c the tu. 
el of his luits, in riot aad exceſſes, or rhe 
object of his adorati,n 1n an inoc; atnate «+ 
value of it, In like manner he who is 
atligzet in his body , groans ui.der the 
rorinent of {ome grievous dilcaſe, ay, ves 
ry ſcaſonably interrogate himlelf, a 
it have not bin contracted by his VICC. 
whether hz bones be not { in a more bteral 
lenſe then Job meant it) full of ! he /;.s of his 
Jo.:th, Job 20.11. and his furterting and 
drunkennels be not the cauſe, hat his 
ſoul, as the Pſalmiſt tpeaks, abbr rs allgnunst 
ner of meat, aud is even hard at dea:rh; duor, 
Plal 107. 8, or at leaii whether the not 
employing his health and {trength to thoſe 
purpoles tor which twas given, 15 not the 
reaſon ofits being withdrawn. He. allo 
that 15 invaded in his reputation, thac lies 
under ſoine great infamy, is to confiuer 
whether it be not deſerved ; whether {ome 
yart if not ths whole Quilt of which-he 
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is accuſed, ſtick notto him: or if he be 
clear in that particular inſtance, whether 
ſome concealed fin of his would nor ifit 
were known, 1ncur as great ſcandal: for 
in that caſe he has 1jn right forfcited 
his reputation, and God may make the 
ſeizure as well by an unjuſt, as a juſt ac- 
culation. Or if his heart accuſe him not 
here, yetlet him farther refle&, whether 
his vain-glorious purſuits of praiſe and 
high conceits of himſelf, have not made 
this an apt and neceflary humiliation for 
him. Or laſtly let him recolle&t how he 
has behaved himſelt towards others in 
this kind : whether he have hada juſt ten- 
derneſs of his neighbors fame, or have 
not rather expoſed and profſtiruted it. In 
theſe and many other 1nftances ſuch a 

articular ſcrutiny, would ( in all proba- 
bility ) diſcover the afhnity and COgNa- 
tion betwixt our guilts and our puniſh 
ments, and by marking out the fpring 
and fountain head, direct us how to ſtop 
or divert the current. And he thar 
would dil:gefitly employ himſelf in thi 
inquiſition, would find little leiſure and 
leſs cauſe to condole his atfitions, bur 
would divert all his complaints upon him: 


felt, accept of' the puniſhment of his iniqu * 
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ty and thank the Lord for thus giving him 
warning, Plal. 16. 8. | 

5, A 1lecond benefit which God des+ 
ſigns us in our afflictions is the weaning 
| us from the world, to diſentangle us from 
irs fetters and charms, and draw us to him+ 
"| felt. Weread in the ſtory of the Deluge, 
| chat {o long as the earth was covered 
"| wich waters the very Raven was cons 
lf rented tro take ſhelter in the Ark, but 
when all was fair and dry, even the Dove 
p 


finally forlouk it, Gen. 8, 12. And tis 
much ſo with us: the worſt of men wil! 


IF commonly in diſtreſſes have recourſe to 
"| God ( the very heathen mariners in a 
| ſtorm could tebuke Jonah for not calling 
a upon his God, Jon. 1.6. ) when yet the 


very belt of us, are apt to forget him a- 
midſt the blandithinents and infinuarions 
of proſperity, The kind aſpedts of the 
world are very enchanting , apt fo i1- 
oF} veigle and belot us, and therefore it 15 
'Þ Gods care over us, tolet us fomtimes fe 
her more averting countenance in hey 
frowns and ftormes; that, ,as children 
frighted hy ſome ugly appearance , wa 
may. run into the arms of our father, A. 
n las, were all things exaCtly fitted to our. 
"| tymors here, when ſhould we think of a 
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138 
remove? and had not death ſome har- || !y < 
| * bingers to prepare us for-him, what a lov 
| ſurpriſing gueſt would he be to us? Tis | 

ſtoried of Antrgopus, that ſeeing a ſoldier tlip 

in his cainp or ſo daring a courage that fro 
he alwaies courted the moſt hazardous at- # Pet 
remts, and obſerving him alſo of a very dra 
infirm ſickly habit, he took a particular, lec 
care of him, and by medicines and good mul 
attendance recovered him; which no | wit 
ſooner he had don, but the man grew dilc 
more cautious, and would no longer ex. | [2P 

pole himſelt as: formerly ; and gave this c 

reaſon for it, that now he was healthy his {tat 

life was of ſome value to him, and not | ©Y * 

to be hazaided ar the ſame rate, as when | W<« 

it was only a burden: and ſhould God him 
cure all our complaints, render us per- the 
fetly at cal, 1 tear too many of us would I SE: 
be of = loldiers mind, think our lives emb 
roo good to refign to him, much more to 

hazard for him, as our Chriſtianity in many he « 
caſes obliges us. The ſon of Syrach ob- 

ſerves, how dreadful death 1s to a man that Kind 
is atreit in his poſſeſſions, that hath abun- | * bi] 
daiice of” all things, and hath nothing to wex but 
him:nay he deſcends much lower, and puts brin 
in, hin who zs yet able t3 recetye meat, F.ccl. 

I4. 1, Thetruth is we do ſo paſſionate- 
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ly dote upon the world, that like beforted 
lovers, we can bear a grear deal of ill uſage, 
betore w2 quit our purſuit, Any hrtle 
{light favor atones us after multiplied af- 
fronts, and we muſt be diſciplined by re- 
peted diſapointments, ere we can. with- 
draw our confidence, But how facally 
ſecure ſhould we be, if God ſhould per-_ 
mit this Syren alwaies to entertain us 
with her muſic, and ſhould not by fome 
diſcordant grating notes, interrupt our 
raptures, and recal us to ſober thoughts ? 
6. InvDEFD tis one of the higheit in- 
ſtances of Gods loye, and of his clemen- 
cy alſo, thus to project our reducement. 
We were all in our Baptiſm affianced to 
him, with a. particular abrenunciation of 
the world, ſo that we cannot without the 
greateſt dyſloialty caſt our ſelves into its 
embraces; and yet when we have thus 
broken t he covenant of our God, Prov, 2. 17. 
he do's not purfue with a jealous rage, 
with the ſeverity which an abuſed rival'd 
kindneſs would ſuggeſt ; doth not give us 
2 bill of divorce and diſclame his relation , 
but contrives how he may reclame and 
bring us back to himſelf, The tranſcen- 
dency of this lenity God excellently de- 
{cribes by the prophet 1n the caſe of Iſrael, 
S 3 They 
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Fi hey fay if a mail pur away his wife , an. 
ſhe become another mans , ſhall he return 
unto her again * but thou ha$ pluzed the 
hariot with many lovers, yet return unto me 
ſaith the Lord, Jer. 3. 1. And this tho 
a great height of indulgence, 1s no more 
then he daily repetcs ro us. After we 
have baſely adulcerared with the world, 
converted our aff:&ions trom God to it, 
he do's not give _us over, abandon us to 
our leud courſe, and conſequent ruin); 
bur ſtill invites our return ; and leſt that 
may not ſerve, he do's witha great deal 
of holy artifice eflay to break that accur- 
ted League into which we are enter'd , 
pulls off the diſguiſe in which the worl| 
courted us, and makes us fec it as If 151n it 
ſelt, a ſcene of vanty and vexation of ſpi- 
rit, Eccles. 1-14. 

7. And as he do's this 1n general, ſo 
alſo with a particular application to rholc 
temporal fatisfactions whercwith we were 
molt tranſported. The things to which we 
are more indifierent do nor ſo much en- 


danger us; tis thoſe upon which we have 


more vehemently ſet our hearts which be- 
come our ſnares, and awake his jealouſy; 


and accordingly we frequently ſee that 


£:51n thoſe he ' Chuſes to croſs us. How 
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| often do's it happen that thoſgewhich 
are enamoured of themſelves, dote upon 
their own teatures, do meet. with fome 
diſeaſc or accident which blaſts their beau- 
ty, withers that. fair lower, and makes 
their winter overtake their ſpring 2; 50 


| in our friends and relations tis uiually 


ſeen, we ſooneſt Jole thoſe tor whom 
we have the greateſt, the nioft immode- 
rate paſſhon, It there be one fondling a- 
mong our children, tis odds but that 1s 
taken away, or made az much the object 
of our. grief and ſorrow, as ever it was of 
our joy and love. When Ggd ſecs our 
hearts ſo exceſſively cleave to any tran- 
firory thing, he knows tis neceſſary to 
ſever them ; for whilſt we have ſuch clogs 
UpON US, 0HY fouls will cleave to the du it 
Pfal. 119, 1. will not be able ro foare up 
to the higher region for which ny are 
delign'd, | 
8, Ix a word God fo loves us, "that he 
removes whatever he {ces will obſtruct 
that intimate union which he defires with 


- us: and ſure this is fo 6b!i iging, that tho 


he ſhould bid us to ourloſs, tho he could 
_ recompence us for what he takes from 
S, yet we mult be very ul natur 'dit we 
can be angry at fo much kindneſs. But 
when 
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when to this is added that all chis is prin” 
cipally, nay ſolely defign'd for our ad- 
vantage, that God takes from us all theſe 
emty deluſory contentments, merely that 
he may inſtate us*in ſolid and durable 
Joicsz, we betray as much ignorance of 
our intereſt, as inſenfibleneſs ot our ob- 
ligation, if we repine that God makes us 
ſo much his care. Tis true indeed, the things 
to which we have fo inordinately adher- 
. ed, do ſtick fo cloſe, that they cannot be 
pulPd away without ſome pain: yet for our 
corporal ſecurity we can endure the ſun- 
dring of parts that do not only cleave, but 
grow to us. He that has a gangren'd mein- 
ber, ſuffers it to be cut off to ſave his whole 
body, and do's not revile, but thank and 
reward the Chirurgion. Yet where our 
ſouls are concern'd, and where the things 
haveno native union with us, but are only 


cemented by our paſſions, we are impa-* 


tient of the method, and think God deals 
very hardly with us, not to let us periſh 
with what we love. The ſum of all is 
this, God tho he be abundantly conde- 
ſcending, yet he will never ſtoop ſo low as 
ro ſhare his intereſt in us with the world : 
if we will devote our ſelves to it, tis not 
all our emty forms of ſervice will ard 

1m, 
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him : 1t he cannor divorce our hearts from 
it, he will divorce himſelf eternally from 
us. And the caſe being thus, we are ſure 
yery ill adviſed if we do not contentedly 
refign our ſelves to his methods, and cheers 
fully endure them how ſharp ſoever, The 
only exPedient we have for our own eaſe, 
is to ſhorten the cufe by giving our aſli- 
tance, and ,not by ſtruglings to render 
it more difficult and painful, Let us en- 
tirely ſurrender our wills to him, and when 
we have donthat, we may without much 
pain let him take any thing elſe, Bat 
the more difficult we find it to be diſen- 
tangled from the world, the greater ſhould 
our caution be againſt all future engage- 
ments toit, If our eſcape hath bin as 
the Apoſtle ſaies, ſo as by fire, Jud. 23. 
with much ſmart and hazard, letus at leaſt 
have ſo much wit, as the common pro- 
verb allows children, and not again ex- 
poſe our ſelves. Let us neyer glue our hearts 
to any external thing, butler all the con- 
cerns of the world hang looſe about us: 
by that means we ſhall be able to put them 
off inſenfibly when ever God calls for 
them, or perhaps we hall prevent his call- 
ing for them at all, it being for the moſt 
part,our too cloſe adheſion to them which 
promts him to it, 9.A 
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9. A third advantage of afflictions is, 
that it isa mark and fignature of our. ad.- 
option, a witneſs ot our legitimation. 
What ſen t he ( faith the Apottic ) whom 
the Father chas/;ſeth not ? bt if ye be With 
' out chastiſement whereof all are partakers, 
then ye are bastards and uot ſons, Heb. 12, 
7, 8. Jacob clad his deariing Fojeph in a 
party-coioured Coat, and Gods favorites 
do here wear a Livery inter-woven with 
a mixture of dark and gloomy colors; 
their /ong white yobes arclaid up for them 
againſt they come to the marriage of thi 
Lamb, Rev. 19. 7, Indeed we much mi- 
ſtake thedeſignot Chriftianity,if we think 
it calls us to a condition of eaſe and ſe. 
curity. It might ſuir well enough with 
the vataries of the Golden Calf, ro' {i 
down to eat and drink and riſe uþ to play, 
Exod. 32. 6. butthe diſciples of the cru. 
cified Savior are trained to another dif. 
cipline; our profeſſion enters us into a ſtate 
of warfare, and accordingly our very Bap- 
tiſmal engagement runs: all in military 
terms, and we are not only ſervants of 
Chriſts family, bur ſoldiers of his Camp, 
Now we know ina war men muſt not- ex- 


pect to pals their time in caſe and ſoft} 


neſs, but beſides all the dangers and dit- 


tir 
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ficulries of the combat , have many other 
hardſhips to endure ; hunger and thirſt, 
heart and cold, hard lodgings and weary 


marches : and he thar is too nice for thoſe, 


will not long {tick to his colors, And 
itis the ſame 1n our ſpiritual warfare , ma- 
ny preſſures and ſufferings are annexed to 
it, and our paſhve yalor is no leſs tried 
then our active. In reſpect of this it is 
that our Savior admoniſhes his Proſelytes 
to compute firſt the difhculties incident 
to their profeſhon, and that he may not 
enſnare us by propoſing too cafie terms, 
he bids us reckon upon the worſt, and 
tells us , that he that forſakes not all that- 
he hath, ſhall not be hz diſciple, Luk.14. 26, 
and that we muſt thro much tribulation enter 
into the kingdom of God, At. 14. 22, In- 
deed twere- very abſurd for us to expect | 
cafier conditions, when theſe are the ſame 

to which our Leader has ſubmitted. The 
Captain of our Salvation was perfected by 


ſufferings. Heb. 2. 10: and if 1t behoowed 


Chrift to ſuffer before he enter d into his ary, 
Luk, 24. 46. it were in{olent madneſs for 
us to look to be carried thither upon our 
beds of Ivory , or from the noiſe of our 


harps and viols, be immediat]y rapt into 
4 che Choire of Angels. 
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. THis Ias bin fo much contider' q {4 
w_ pious men, that they have lookt upon ÞÞ jf 
their ſecular vi -oſperities with fear and jea-Þ j; 
louſy, and Many have lotemnly petition dF ap 
for crofles, as thinking them the neceſlary Þ ww, 
atteitation of theirs thip, and means of if 
aſſimalation tg their elder brother. Why 2 - 
then ſhould thar which was ſo defirableÞ jn 
to them, appear fo formidable to us ? orſþ w} 
why thoul we ſo vehemently deprecate, ff oy 
what they 1ſo carneſtly invited? If weſpotl 
indeed think ic a privilege to be the: ſonsÞ fri 
of God, and tellow-heirs with Chriſt, why} :; 
do we grudg at the condition ? The Ro- tha 
man Captain reils Sr, Paul, that he ob- oth 
. tain:d the unmuniiies of a Roman with rig 
a great ſuin, ACt, 22. 28, and ſhall weſas | 
expe&t lo much anobier and more advan-ſſour 
Cagoous adoption periectly gratis? lookRdul 
that God ſh: nal change his*wwhole Ozco- lors 
nom? for our cal2, give us aneternal in-ſ/xe 
hericance di! Charge of thole remporal in- at 1 
curbrances himiclf hasannexed to it. T hisÞour / 
were lure as unjuſt a hope as it would beſour 
a vain ons, Wahaen David had that en-fnno;, 
ſaxring propoia! made him of being theſz/// 
Kings _ in-law, 1 Sam. 18. 21. he ſeth” 7, 
ſuch a value upon the dignity , that he de-Þpur. 
ſpiled che diiculty of the condition : andÞþn, 
ſure 


L11- 
"his 

be 
ell- 
the 

ſet 
de- 


and 


ſure 
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ſure we muſt have very tow abject ſouls, 
it when ſo infiaitly a higher advancement 
is fincerely cffer'd vs, we can ſuffer any 
apprehenhon of hardſhip rodivert us. In a 
word let us remember that of the Apoltle, 
if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him, 
2 Tim. 2. 12. And tho our aflitions be 
in themſelves not joious bur grievous, Yet 
when they are conlider'd as the earneſt of 
our future inheritance, they put on an- 
other face, and may rather enamour then 
fright us. 

9. A fourth advantage of aflictions is, 
that they excite our compattions rowards 
others. There is nothing qualifies us fo 
rightly to eſtimate the iuff-rings of others, 
as the having our ſelves telt them; with 
our this our apprehenfions cf them are as 
dull and confuſ-d, as a blind mans of co- 
lors, or adeaf man of ſounds. Thy that 

ret ch themſetues up th ir couches, that 
at the lambs out of "the | tro: " and t he cal? 
ut of the midj7 of the ſta'l : that chant to the 
ound of the vio! , drink<vine in bowls, and 
noint themſetes with the conf owtments, 
»ill not much be g:1eved nth the on 
f 7oſeph. Arn. 6. 4, Nay ſo neceſſary i 
ar. experience towards our commuleratt- 
1, that we ſce 'twas thought a requiſire 
z aAaCT.- 


\ 
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accompliſhment of our high Prieft (that 
higheſt example of unbounded com. | C 
paſſion ) and therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, & t 
{t behooved him in all things to be made ih i 
like his brethren, that he migFt be a merciful 11 
and faithful high prieſt in things pertain- 
Ing to God, to make reconciliation for the Þ 1t 
ſins of the people, for in that he himſelf hath | u 
ſuffer'd being temted , he is able alſo to ſuc. \ 
cour them that are temted , Heb. 2. 17, 18. © 
But if he, whoſe mere ſenſe of our miſe. t: 
ries brought him down to us, choſe this tc 
expedient to advance his pity, how ne- i P 
ceſlary is it to our petrified bowels? And} w 
fince God has aftign'd our mercies to our b 
brethren , as the ſtandard by which hc b: 
will proportion his to us, 'tis more our: i A 
then their advantage to have them enlarg- a! 
ed: ſo that when by making us taſt of ther L 
.Ccup, acquainting.us with the bitter rc-M p* 
liſh of their ſufferings, he prepares us to 
a Chriſtian ſympathy with them, tis but m 
a remoter way of obliging , and quality-Y th 
ing us for a more ample portion gf his mer: ar 
Cy. Nay beſides the profit, there is ho-J£ 1o 
nor accrues to us by it. Compaſſion is one w' 
of the beſt properties of our nature, and} ve« 
we unman our ſelves when we put it oft; d- 
nay more tis an attribute of the Divi- p 
nity, 


s 


e 
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nity , and the more we advance in it, the 
cloſer approches we make to him. And 
therefore we have all reaſon to bleſs him 
for that diſcipline by which he promotes 
inus ſo excellent, fo neceflary a grace, 

10 A fifth benefit of atllictions is, that 
it is an improvement of devotion, ſets. 
us with more heartineſs to our praters, 
Whilt proſperity flows inupon us webath 
our ſelves in its ſtreams, but are very apt 
to forget its ſource; ſo that God 'is fain 
to ſtop the current, leave us dry and 
parched, that our needs may make us, do 
what our gratitude would nor, trace our 
bleflings up to the original ſpring, and 
both acknowledg and invoke him as the 
Author of all our good, This cff<Ct of 
aflictions is oblerv'd by the Propher, 
Lord in trouble have they viſited 1 hee , they 
poured out a prater when thy chaftning was 
upon them , Iſa. 26. 16. AndlI bchlieve I 
may appeal to every mans experience,whe- 
ther his praters be not more frequent 
and more hearty too, when he 1s under 
ſomediſtreſs. Then how importunate ar 
we in our petitions? how profuſe in our 
vows and promiſes? ſaying with Iſrael, 
d-liver us only we pray thee thus day: and they 
put away the ſtrcnze Gods from among them, 


and 
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a'.d je;'.ed the Lord, Jud, 10.15. 1 con- If va 
ic's ts no good indicacion of our temper, | w: 
thac we nved thus to be purtain the prets || to 
cre we will yield any thing? yer fince we ff co 
are lo dilligenuous, tisa mercy 1n God to If ple 
adipe his methods to us to extort when |f th 
we will not give, and. it he can have no Þ} nc 
free-will offerings, yet at leaſt ro exact his I} th 
tribute. Nor do's he defign the effect of Þþ an 
this ſhould ceaſe with the calamity that | be 
rais d ir, buc expects our compelld ad- If ha 
 drefles ſhould bring us into the way of I ſh. 
Voiuntary ones, and hapoily enſnareusin- | ca 
to picty. And indeed herein are we worſe If w] 
then brurtiſhif it do not. We think ita Wit 
| bacbarous rudeneſs to engage: a man 1n I we 
our affairs, and as ſoon as we have ſerved I as 
our own Tins, never take farther notice iſ m 
of /'1m, Nay indeed the very bealts may If fe 
lecture us in this piece of Morality , 'ma- w] 
ny of them paying a fignal gratitude I us 
waere they have received benefats : and B m 
ſhall we not come up at leaft to their p:rch? Þ fa 
ſhall nor the endearment of our delive- Þ| da 
rance bring our deliverer into tome repute If cc 
and confileration with us , and make' us I de 
Gelire to keep up an a«quaintance and 

entercourſe with him? Yet if ingenuity Þþ th 
work not with us, let intereſt at leaſt pre- Þ ot 

vail, 8 


w—O—_—_— 
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vail, and the reme -mbrance now w 1 on 
we may need him. again, admon:ſh us not 
to mak&< our lely £ {ira: agers tio hiin, God 
complains oft 1; "_w Wherefore ſay my / e1« 
ple we are L ords ? we will cojeno more at 
thee ,Jer. 2. Z!. A very 1010! Cit toily t {) IC= 
nounce that depe ndance' by which alone 
they ſubliſted : and no lels vill it be in 
any of us if we ſtop our recouwſe to him 


becaule we have had advantage by it. We 


O 
have no aſl.irance that the ſame occaſion 


ſhall not recur; but with whar fare 
can we then. reſutzve that encercourſe 
which in the interval we deipiſed ? So _ 

if we have but any ordinary provid -1nc 
we ſhall ftill ſo celebrare paſt reicues 
as to Continue iN a Capacity ot begging 
more » and then we cannot bur allo hg 
fels the benefr of thoſe firlt calamities 
which in{pirited our devotion, and taught 
us to pray in earneſt , and w:iii be atha- 
med that our thanks ſhould be utterd in a 
fainter accent then our petitions; or our 

daily (p! ritual concecns ſhould be more 
coldly io!icired chen our remporal aCCi- 
dental ones, | 
1. Nor 1s1t only our devotion that is 
ths improved by our diſtr f:3, but many 
other Graces 5 our taith, our hopezour pati= 
ence, 


a. <—— 
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It isno triumph of faith to truſt God for 
thoſe good things which he gives us in 
hand, this is rather to walk by ſenſe then 
faith, but to rely on him in the greateft de- 
ſtitution, and againff hope to believe in hope 
This is the faith ofa true child of 4braham 
and will be 7mputed to us (asit was to him' 
for Righteouſneſs, Rom. 4.23. Soalſo ow 
patience ows all its opportunities of exer- 
Cile to our afflictions, and conſequently 
ows alſo a great part of its being to them, 
for we know deſuetude will loſe habits, 
'Whar imaginable uſe is there of patience, 
where. there is-nothing to ſuffer ? In our 
proſperous.ſtate, we may indeed employ 
' our temperance, our humility, our cau- 
tion , but patience ſeems then a uſeleſs 
vertue : nay indeed for ought we know 
may be counterfeit, till adverſity bring it 
to rhe teſt. And yet this is the moſt glo- 
rious accompliſhment of a Chriſtian , that 
which moſt eminently conforms him to 
. the Image of his Savior , whole whole life 
was a perpetual exerciſe of this grace ; and 
therefore we love our eaſe too well, if we 
are unwilling to buy this pearl at. any 
Price. | 


I2 LasT- 
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12 LasTLY our thankfilneſs is 
(at lealt ought to be) increa'it by our di- 
{trefſes. Tis very natural for us to reflect 
with value and eſteem upon thoſe ble\- 
{1ngs we have loſt , and we too ofren Up 
it to aggravate our diſcontent : but ſure 


the more rational uſe of it is to raiſe our; - 


thankfulneſs for the time wherein we,en- 
joied them. Nay not only oor former en- 
joitnents, but even our prejent depriva- 
tions. deſerve our gratitude, if we con- 
der the happy advantages we may reap 
from them. If we wiil peryertily caſt 
them away , that unworthy contemt paies 
no ſcores, for we till ftand anſwerable 
in Gods account for the good he defign'd 
and we might have had by it, and we be- 
come liable to a new charge for our 1n- 
gratitude in thus de/prſtg the chaſtiſement 
of the Lord, Heb. 12. 5, We 
I3. AND now it all theſe benefits of 
atlictions (which are yer but 1mperfectly 
recited) may be thought worth confi- 
ering, It Cannot but reconcile us to 
the ſharpeſt of Gods methods ; unleſs we 
will own our ſelves ſuch mere animals, 
as to have no other ——— then 
r 


what our bodily ſenſes convey to us ; for 


ſure he that has reaſon enough to under- 


U ſtand 
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ftand that he has an immortal ſoul, can- 
not bur aſſent chat its intereits ſhould be 
ſerved, tho with the diſplacency of his 
fleſh. Yet even in regard of that, our 
murmurings are oft yery unjuſt, for we 
do many times ignorantly prejudg Gods 
deſigns towards us even in teimporals, 
who frequently makes a little tranſient 
unealinels the paſſage. to ſecular felici. 
ties, Moſes when he fled our of Egypt, 
-probably lictle rhought chat he ſhould re. 
turn thither a God unto Pharach, Exod, 
4. 16. and as little did Jo/eph when he 
was brought thither a ſlave, that he was to 
be a ruler there: yet as diſtant as thoſe ſtates 
were the divine providence had ſo con- 
nected them, tiiat the on2 depends upon 
the other. And certainly we may often 
obſerve the like over-ruling hand in our 
own diſtrefles , that rhoſe events which 
we have entertained with the greateſt re- 
gret, have in the conſequences bin very 
beneficial to us. 

14. To conclude, we have certainly 
both trom ſpeculation & experience abun- 
dant marrer to cali all our diſquiets , co 
fſaristy our diſtruſts, and to fix in us an en- 
tire reſignation to Gods diſpoſals, who has 
deſigns which we cannot penetrate , but 

none 
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none which we need tear, unleſs we our 
ſelves pervert them. We have our. Sa- 
viors word for it, that h? will not give us 
4 ſtone when we ask bread, nor a ſcorpion 
when we ask a fi5h , Mat. 7. 9. Nay his 
love ſecures us yet farther from the errors 
of our own wild choice, and do's not give 
us thoſe ſtones and ſcorpions .which we 
importune for. Let us then leave our 
concerns to him who beſt knows them , 
and make ir our ſole Care to entertain his 
diſpentations with as much ſubmiſſion and 
duty , as he diſpences them with love and 
wiſdom. Andift wecan but do ſo, we 
may dare all the power -of earth and hell 
too, to make us miſerable * for be our af- 
fictions what they can, we are ſure they 
are but what we in ſome reſpect or other 
need ; be they privative or poſitive, the 
want of what wc wiſh, or the ſuffering of 
whatwe wiſh not, they are the diſpoſals 
of him who cannot err, and we ſhall fi= 
nally have cauſe to ſay with the Plalmiſt, 
It 7s good for methat I have bin affiifted , 
Plal. 119. 71. 


U 2 Sacr. 
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Of our Misfortunes compared with 
other mens. 


I E come now to impreſs anequally 
juit and uſeful confideration, the 
comparing ourmisfortunes with thoſe of o- 
thermens: & he that do's that, will certainly 
ſeeſo little cauſe ro think himſelf ſingular, 
that he will not find himſeit ſuperlative in 
calamity, for there is no man living that 
can with reaſon aftirm himſelf to be the ye- 
ry unhappieſt man, there being innume- 
rable diltreſles of others which he knows 
not of, and conſequently cannot bring 
them in balance with his own. A mul- 
titude of men there are whoſe perſons he 
knows not, and even of thoſe he do's, 
he may be much a ſtranger to their diſtreſ- 
ſes; many ſorrows may lie at the heart 
of him who carries a ſmiling face, and ſÞ tc 
many a man has bin an obje& of envy 
to thoſe who: look but on the ſurface of | a1 
his ſtate, who yet to thoſe who know his Þ k: 
private griefs appears more worthy of com- | bi 
paſſion, And ſure this confuſed uncer- f} tl 
£ain 
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tain eſtimate of other tens afflictions, 
may divert us from all loud out-cries of 
our own, So/on ſeeing a friend much op- 
preſt with grief, carried him up to a town 
that over-lookt the City of Athers, and 
ſhewing him all the buildings, ſaid to him, 
conſider how many ſorrows have, do, and 
{hall in future Ages inhabit under all thoſe 
roofs, and do not vex thy felt with thoſe 
inconveniencies which are common to 
mortality, as if they were only yours. And 
ſure twas good advice : for ſuffering is al- 
molt as infeparable an adjun& of our na- 
tare, as dying is: yet we do not ſeg men 


very aptto imbitter their whole lives by 


the fore-ſight that they muſt die, bur ſee 
ing it a thing as univerſal as inevitable, 
they are more forward totake up the E. 
picures reſolution , Let us eat and drink, 
for to morrow we che, 1 Cor. 15. 32. And. 
why ſhould we not look upon atfiCtions 
alſo as the common lot of hun:anity , and 
as we take the advantages, ſo be content 
to bear the incumbrances of that ſtate? 

2. Bur beſides that 1mplicite allow- 
ance that is thus to be made for the un- 
known calamities of others, if we ſurvey 
but thoſe that lie open and viſible to us, 
the moſt of us ſhall find enough to dil- 

| Coun- 
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countenance our compaaints, Who is 
there that when he has moſt itudiouſly re- 
colle&ed his miferies, may nor find ſome 
or other tat apparently equals, jfnot ex- 
ceeds him 2 He thar ſtomacs his own be. 
ing contemn'd and {lighted , may ſee an- 
0:her perſecuted and oppreſt, He that 
groans under ſome ſharp pain, may ſee 
another afflicted with ſharper: and even 
he that has the moit acute torments in his 
body , may ſee another more ſadly cruci- 
ated by the agonies of his mind. So that 
if we would but look aboutus, we ſhould 
ſee ſo« many foreign occations of our pi- 
ty , that we ſhould be aſham'd to confine 
ir wholly to our lelves. 


3. Ir will perhaps be ſaid that this can- 


not be univerſal:'y true,for that there muſt 
in comparative degrees be ſome loweſt 
ſtate of miſery : Igrant it, but ſtill that 
ſtate conſiſts not in ſuch an indiviſible 
. p-1nt,, thatany oneperſon can have the 
incloſ..rez or if it do,, twill be ſo hard for 
any to diſcern who that one perſon 1s, that 
I nced defire no fairer a compoſition, then 
to have every man ſuſpend his repinings, 
till he can evincehis title. Burt alas there 
arc but few that can make any approches 
"£0 ſuch a pretence: for tho if we advert to 
mens 
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mes complaints, we ſhould think all de- 
grees ot compariton - were contounded, 
and every man were cqually the greateit 
ſufferer; yet c-rtainly in the truth 07 
things tis nothing fo : for (not to repete 
what was b-fure mention'd , that proba- 
bly no-man is miſerable in any propor. 
tion to the utmolt degree ot pothbiliry ) 
the remarkably uuhappy are very far the 
leſs number. And how p«ſſionatly 10. 
ever men exaggerate their calamities, yea 
p=rhaps in their ſober mood, they will 
ſcarce change tftates with thoſe whom they 
profeis to think more happy then them+ 
ſelves. lt was the ſaying of Hcra'es, that 
if there were a common bank made of all 
mens troibles, moſt men would rather 
chuſe co cake thoſe they brought, then 
to venter upan a new dividend, And 
indeed he had reaſon for his ſuppoſition 
for conſid-ring how great a part of many 
mens afflictions are of their own making , 
fictitious and imaginary , they may juſtly 
ear leaſt they ſhould exchange teathers 
for lead, their own emty ſhadows for the 
real and preifing calamities of others, and 
cannot bur think it beſt to fit down with 
ther own, which ſerves their declamations 
43 WELL , and their eaſe much better. wm 

OIL 


160 The Art of Contentment. 


oft ſee men at alirtic mii-thapiag of a 
garment, a ſcarce diſcernable error in 
their cook, or their ſhorteſt intercuption 
in their ſports, in ſuch tranſports of trou- 
ble, as if they were the moit unfortunate 
men in the world; yet for ail that you 
ſhall hardly perſwade them to change with 
him whoſecourſe clothings ſuperſedes all 
Care of the taſhion , whoſe appetite was ne» 
ver diſappointed for want of fawce , and 
whoſe perpetual toil makes him inſenſi- 
ble what the defear of ſport ſignifies, 

4. Nay even where the exchange ſeems 
more equal, where the afflictions are on 
both ſides ſolid and ſulyſtantial, yet a 
prudent man would {ſcarce venture upon 
the barter, Tis no ſmall advantage to 
know what we have to conreſt with, to 
have experimented the worſt of its atta- 
ques, by which we become better able to 
guard Hur ſelves: buta new evil] comes 
with the force of a ſurpriſe, and finds us 
open and «;farmed, Its indeed almoſt a 
mracuiyus power that cuſtom has in re- 
conciling us to thinvs othewiſe difplea- 
ling ; ll our ſenſes are raught to remit 
of their averſion by familiarity with un- 
grateful objects : that ugly form whuch 
at firſt makes ſtart, by uſe deveſts its 

Cre 
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eerrors aud we reconcile our le.ves oO 
harſh ſounds & 1l] reliſhes by long cuſtom, 
And ſure 1t has the very iaine cette upon 
our minds. Tne mo't fierce calamitics do 
by acquaintance grow more tractable ; fo 
that he that exchanges an: old one for a 
new , do's but bring a wild Lion 1nto his 
houſe inſtead of a raine : ir may for ought 
he knows inmediatly reac him in pieces, 
bur ac leait mu't colt hima great deal of 
pains to render it gentle and familiar; 
and certainly no wiie man wouid wiſh to 
make ſuch a bargain. 

5 By all this it appzars that how, extra- 
yvagantly ſoevec we aggravate our own 
calamities and extenuute other mens, we 
dare not upon recollection ſtand to our 
own eſtimate : and what can be ſaid more 
in prejudice of our diſconteits? Lis a'grant- 
ed maxim,rharevery man mult have affli. 
tions, Man that is born of a woman , 1aies 
Job, is of few years, and full of troubie, Job. 
14. 4+ and we mult reverſe Gods founda- 
meatal law , before we can hope for a to- 
tal exemtion. All that any man can aſpire 
to, is tohave bur an equal ſhare with 0- 
thers, and the generalicy of men have 
ſo, at leaft none can prov? he ha: nt to z 
and till he can, his muriurs will fur? bz 


X very 
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very unjultifiable, eſpecially when they 
have this convincing circumſtance a- 
# gainſt them , that he dares not upon ſober 
thoughts change his afflitions with moſt 
of his neighbors. He js an ill member of 
a community, who in public aſſeſments 
ſhould ſhuffle off all paunents : and he 1s 
no 'better who in this common tax God 
has laid upon our nature, is not content 
to bear his ſhare. - 

6. Anv truly would we but confider 
that in all our ſafferings nothing befals us 
but what is common to our kind, nay 
which is extremely exceeded by many 
within the verge of our own obſeryation, 
we mult be ſenſeleſsly partial to be impa- 
tient, The Apoſtle thought it a compe- 
tent conlolation for the firſt Chriſtians, p 
that there had no temtation befallen them 5 
but what was common to men, 1Cor. io. Þ n 
13. and we betray very extravagant opi- | r; 
n10ns of our ſelves if it be not lo to us. p1 
Indeed twas {carce poſlible for us to be }Þ © 

Y ſo unſatisfied, as the greateſt part of us | th 
are, did we in the comparing our ſelves | y; 
with others, proceed with any tolerable Þ te 
ingenuity. 

7. BUT alaswearevery fallacious and F} |: 
Cece.t:ul in the point, we do not coni- þ j1 

pare 
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pare the good of others with our good, 
nor their evil with our evil ; but with an 
envious Ccuriofity we amaſs together all 
the deſirable circumſtances of our neigh- 
bors condition, and with as prying d.[- 
content we ranſack all our grievances, 
and confront to them, This 1s ſo inſin- 
cere a way of proceeding, as the mo:t or- 
dinary underſtanding can det-&. If I 
ſhould wager that my arm wvre longer 
then another mans, and tor crial meſure 
my arm with his finger, he muſt be ftu- 
pidly filly, that ſhould award tor me; 
and yet this were not a groflcr cheat, then 
that which we put upon our ſeives, in our 
compariſons with others. And tis a htrle 
ſtrange to oblerve unto what various pur- 
poſes we can apply this one thin piece ot 
Sophiltry : for when we compare our 
neighbors and our ſelves in point of mo- 
rality , we do but reverſe the tallacy, and 
preſently make his vices as much exceed 
ours, as our calamities did his in the 0+ 
ther inſtance, T hey are indeed both great 


violences to reaſon and jultice, yet the lat-' 


ter is ſure the pleaſanter kind of d-ceit: 
A man has fome joy in thinking himſelf 
leſs wicked then his neighbor, but whar 
!maginable comfort can he take in think- 
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164 The Art ot: Contentmert. < 
ing himſelf tnore miſercabie ? Certainly he  t 
that would ſabinit to a couſenaye, had | x 
much better ſh:it the ſcene, and think Þ 1 


his ſufferings leſs then they are, rather | » 
th-n more; for ſince opinion is the thing | b 
that uſually ſets an. edg upon our cala- ſ e 
mitics, it might be a proficable deceit I} { 
that could iteal that from us. i 
8. Bur we need not blind-fold our 

ſelves if we would bur uſe our cies aright, | tf 

_ and ſee things in their true-ſhapes;z andif Nh 
we did thus, what a ftrange tura would |} n 
there bzin the common eitimates of the I} / 

world ? How many cf the gilded troubles |} 11 
of greatneſs, which men at a diſtance |lf fi 
look on with ſo mach admiration and de. i w 
ſire, would then be as much contemned |} | 
as now they are courted ? A competency | h 
wou'd then get the betrer of abundance, | tl 
and the now envie\| pamp ot Princes, ||| ft: 
when balanced with the cares and hazards || b 
annext, would bs lo far from a bait, that |} t! 
men like Sau!, x Sam. 10 22. would h:de I © 
themſ loves trom the preferment; and he |} 0 
that underſtood the weight, would rather I} 2: 
chuſe to wild a Flayle then a Scepter : || t! 
yet ſochil | ſh'y are we beſotted with the I {c 
glitteri:g appearance of things, that we | in 
co:clue telicity muſt needs dwell _ y 
| tacre 
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there 15 a magnificent Portico, aid being 
poſſeſt with this fancy we over-look her 
in our own humbler Cottages, where thz 


would more con!tantiy.refide, if ſhe couid 
but fiad us at home : but we are commoniy 


engag'd ina rambling purſuit of her where 


2 15 ſeldomelit to be tound, and in the 
jaterim miſs of her at our own doors. 

9. IxvszD there is ſcarce a greater 
folly or unhappineſs incident to mans na- 
ture, then this fond admiration of other 
mens ei:joiments, and contemt of our own, 
And wiulft we have that humor, 1t will 
ſupplantnot only our preſent , but all poſ- 
ſibilities of our future content : for tho 
we could draw to our ſelves all thoſe 
things for which we envy others, we ſhould 
have no.ſooner made them our own , then 
they will grow deſpicable and naifeous 
to us. This is a (ſpeculation which has 
bin atteſted by innumerable experiments, 
there being nothing more frequent , then 
to ſee men with impatient cagerneſs , nay 
often with extreme hazards puriue thoſe 
acqueſts, which when they have them, 


they are immediatly fick of. There 1s 


ſcarce any man that may not give himſelf 
inſtances of this in his own particular : and 
yet 1o fatally ſtupid are we., .that no de- 
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fears will diſcipline us, or take us off from 
theſe falſe eſtimates of other mens hap- 
pineſſes, And truly while we ſtate our 
compariſons ſo unequally, they are as mil- 
chievous as the common proverb {peaks 
them odious : but if we would begin at 
the right end, and look with as much 
compatilion on the adveriities of our bre« 
thren, as wedo with envy on their proſpe- 
rities, every man would find caule to fit 
down contentedly with his own burden, 
an:! confeſs that he bears but the propor. 
tionable ſhare of his common nature, un- 
lefs perhaps it be where ſome extraordi- 
nary demerits of his own have added to 
the weight; and in that caſe he has more 
reaſon to admire his afflictions are ſo few, 
then ſo many. And certainly every man 
knows ſo many more ills by himſelf, chen 
It is poſſible for him to do by another, that 
he that really ſ.es himſelf excced others 
in his ſuff-rings, will fiad cauſe enough to 
thin': he do's 1n ſing alſo. 

I-., Bur if weftretch thecompariſon 
bevy ond our contemmTraries,andlook back 
tt» che gen-rations of old , we ſhall have 
yet fariher cauſe to acknowledg Gods 
great iiidulgenceto us. e Abraham rho the 
friend of God was not excinted from ſe- 

| Verc 


| Jeruſalem , the bale revilings of Shimet, 


SECT. IX. Misfortunes.compar'd. 167 


vere [rials; he was firſt made to wander 


from his Country , and betake —_ 
E 


to a kind of vagrant life ; waga long ti 

ſuſpended from the blefling of his deſired 
off.ſpring , and when at lait his beloved 
Iſaac was obtained, it cauſed a domeftic 


 jarr, which he was fain to compoſe by 


the.expulſfion of //þmacl tho his fon alſo, 
But what a conteft may we think there - 
was in his own bowels when that rigorous 
task was impoſed on him of ſacrificing his 


| Iſaac? and tho his faith gloriouſly triumpht 


over it, yet ſure there could not be a great=- 
er preſſure upon human nature, David 
the man after Gods own heart is no leſs 
ſignal for his afflictions then for his piety : 
he was. for a great while an exile frem his 
Country, and ( which he moſt bewailed ) 
from the Sanctuary by the perſecutions 
of Saul, and after he way ſetled in that 
throne to which Gods immediate aſſigna- 
tion had intitled him, what a ſacceſhon 
of calamities had he in his own family ? 
the inceſtuous rape of his Daughter , the 
retaliation of that by the asunnatural mur- 
der of Amnon, and that ſeconded hy an- 
other no leſs barbarous Conſpiracy of Ab. 
ſolom againſt himſelf, his expulſion from 


and 


- 
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alld naaity CIC-104> Of Clat dcarling fon 
in the a& of his fin, A clulter of affli. 
&ions, in compariſon: w'tereof the moſt 
. of ours are but | k: the gleaimegs (as the 


P:oph-r {peaks) after the vintage & don, 


Ic w-re indeed endiels to in.cance in 
ail the ſeveral Fore tath-rs of our Faith 
b-tore Chrif/s lacarnation. The Apoſtle 
g'ves us a briet, but very.compreh-nfive 
compendium of their ſufferings, They had 
trial of cru:l markings and ſcourgings; Yea 
mMoreov.y , of borids an4inipriſcnmenis: they 
were ſtoned, were*ſa:in aſunder, were temt- 
ed, were /lain with the ſword: they Wane 
' ded about in ſheep skins, end goat -Skins, 
 beicg deſiitute , afjlifted , tormented: they 
Wwandred in deſerts, and in mount ains, and 
in dents, and cates of the earth, Heb. 11, 
36,37;:38, And it we look on the Pri- 
mit1ve Chriſtians, we ſhall ſee chem per- 
tectly che counterpart to them, their pri- 
vileges confiited not in any immunities 
from calamitizs ; tor their whole hives were 
{cenes of ſ1iferings, St. Paul gives us an 
account of his own, 2n /abors more ab tn- 
dant , #11 ripe. ala e meliirc, in p' fe ns mire 
'yf equent, in deaihs oft : o! the F wi free 
1ites nece.vel | fo” y ſtripes ſave ont, 
7 hrice was 1 veaien wth reds , once was 1 


ſta- 
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f wed, thrice 1 ſuſfer'd /-1þwrack , a night 


and a day have T bin inthe deep , in jJourny- 
ing ofien , &C. 2 Oc. 11. 23. and it his 
ſlug | :ardſh; 'psrofe thus high, waat may 


we ciunk the whole {um of all hd f-llow. 
Jabor ers amounted to to2cther , with that 


noble Ariny of tnartvrs who lealed their 
faith with their blood ; cf aſs {uffcre 


ings £Lecl:ſeaſtic hiftory gives us ſuch a» 


litoniſhiug reiutions fr 
11. AN.D Now be!ng compaſſed about 
with ſo great a cloudof witn refſes the'Apo- 
{tles inference 18 very 1rretragable , lt us 
ru with patience the race "which ts ſet be- 
fore us, Hav. 12.1, 2. Bur yet 1tjs more 
ſo ,if we proceed on to that conſideration 
he adjoins , 1.00king unto Jeſus the Author 
end fintther of our faith, who for the joy 
that was ſet before him , endur'd rhe croſs, 
deſpiſmg the ſhame, verle 3. Indeed it we 
contemplate him 1n the whole courſe -of 
his life , we ſhall find him rightly fryled 
by the Prophet, a man of ſorrows , Ifai, 5x, 
And, as if he had charged himſelf with 
all our griefs as well as our fins, there is 
(carce any human calamity which we _ 
not find exemplified in him, Do's any 
complain of the lowwnels and poverty of 
his condition 2 Alas his whole lite was a 
þ | Rate 
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ate of ind: gence : he was forced rH an 
inmate with the beaits, belaid fi a {table 
at his birth, and after hinſelt prof-ſles 
that he had not where to lay his head, Luk. 
9.58. Tauy oppictt with 1ifamy and re- 
procit? he may ſee his Savior accusd as 
a elattan and a wine-bibber, Like 7. 34- 
a Blaſphemer , Joh. 10. 33. @ /e:cerer, Mar, 
12. 24. 4 perv:ricrof the nation, Luk. 23. 
2. yea to lucha forgid lowneſ; had they 
ſank his repute , that-a ſed:ticus thief and 
murderer was thou ght rhe more eligible 
perſon, #0? 7bhis ma but Buraibas , Joh. 
18 40, And finally ali rhis icene of indi- 
gnities closd with the ſpighttul pageant:y 
oft —_— ated vy the ſoldiers, Mat. 27. 
28. and the yet more barbaro! us inſult. 
ings of Prieſts and Scribes, verſe 41. Is a- 
ny man deſpiſed or deferted by his triends! 
he was contemned by his country-men, 
thought frantic by his friends, betraicd by 
one of his difcipl-s, abandon'd by all , un 
le{s that one who followed him longeſt, 
to renounce him the molt ſhimetully by 
a three-fold abjuration, Nay whit is in- 
finicly more then this, he ſeem'd delert- 
ed by God allo, asis witneſſed by that 
doleftul exclamation, My God , m» God, why | 
haſt thou forſaken me? Mar, 27. 64. Is a: ; 
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SECT. IN. Mesfortunes compar'd. I/L 
ny diſſacisfied with the hard-ſhips or la. 
boriouſnels of his life ? lec lim remember 
his Saviors was not a life of delicacy or 
eaſe: he #as never entefd 1n tioic Ace 
demies of luxury , where menare gorgeou/ly 
arparell'd and live d.licaily, Lun. 7. 25. 
bc he was brought upunder the mean rouf 
of a Carpenter , and conl{equently fubje- 
ted to all the lowneis of ſuch an educa- 
tion, H:> initiation fo his Prophetic of- 
fi-e was with the nuraculous feverity of 
a forty daics fait, and ia his diicharge of 
it we find him 1 p-rpoetual labors, g0- 
ng about doing £o:d , Act. 10. 3S. aiid that 


not 1N triumpa, hk? a Prince bettowr g 


his largefſes, but in weary percgrinations, 
never riding: but once, an that only up- 
ona borrow'd beaſt, and to fuljr1 a Þro- 
phecy, Mat. 24, Dos any inan groan 
nnder ſharp and acute pains 2 ler him con- 
ſfiler what his Redeemer endur'd , how in 
his infancy at Is circumc:fion he offer'd 
the firſt truits , as an earneſt of that bloody 
vintage when he t:od the wine preſs alone, 
Iiaiah 63. 3. Let him attend him thio 
all the flages of his dirctul paſſion , and- 
behold his arms pinion'd with rough cords, 
his head imore witha reed, and torn with 
his crown-of thorns, his back ploughed 
- 2 | with 
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with thoſe /onz firrrows ( Pal, 120. 3.)F | 
the ſcourges had made 5 his maceratedF' 1 
teeble body oppreit with rhe weight off 1 
hiscroſs, and' ar laſt racket and extended \ 
on it; his hands and feet, thoſe nervous 1 
and conſequently moſt ſenhible parts trans-f 1 
fixt with nails, his whole body taitned toff \ 
that accuried tree, and cxpol-d naked to x 
th? air in a cold ſeaſon $ Is throat par-Þ 5 
c:cd with thirit, and yet more atilicgedf r 
with that vinegar and gall wherewithÞ q 
they pretendcd oo relieve him and final-Þ 1 
ly his life expiring amidſt the full ſenſefþ - 
of theſe accurate torments, Laitly do'sÞ n 
any man labor under the bittercit of all Þ : 
forrows, inportunate temrations co, or 


a wounded {pirit for fin ? even here allo he 


may find, that he has an high Prieſt who þ C 
hath bin touched with the ſenje of his infir-Þþ 5: 
mitics, Heb.q4 15- H- was violently aſ-Þ 2 
fauli-d with a ſucceſſion of temtrartions, Þ 1 
Mat. 4. and we cannot doubt but Satan Þþ ſ: 
would on him employ the utmott of his Þþ ar 
3&1]. Nor was he leis oppreit with the bur- þþ te 
dun of tin, Cours I mean, tho not his own,) | vc 
Wizz may we think were his apprehen- F ii 
ho in the Garden, when he fo earneſtly Þ m 
teprecared that wnich was his whole er- Þ {1 
ra::d into the world? What a dreadful Þ cf 


preſ- 


which 
' plainr, that ffropg cx on the cr ols, Heb. 5. 
| 7. the ſharp accent whereof, if it do a- 
| r:ght found in our hearts , mt ult certainly 


Li fFor! 183 entail'd UPON Us : 
[eihcacy of his , that they haye commuted 


| Sucr, IX. Az-:fortimmes FOmpery” d, I73 


eu Ou rn oe —e—— ——— 


1 preſſure was that which wrung fromhim 


that bloody ſweat, and catt 1m into that 
inexplicable agony, the horror whereof 


was beyond the comprehenfions of any 


| bur his who telt ir? And finally how a> 


mazing was the ſenſe of divine wrath , 
"enenereck that ſtuperdous come 


quite overwh=lm our loudeſt groans ? And 
now cerfainiy I may fay with Pilate, Zcce 
homo, behold the man, or rather with a 
more divine Author, Behold if ewvir there 
wee ſorrows like unto his ſorrows, Lam. 1. 12. 

12, A N D lure oa were bur a reaſonable 


Chi 1ft himlelE; fe! 'e, things be din im a 
| greet Free, what ſhall be don inihedry 2 Luk, 


23.31, Tian imputative guilt could nu- 
ih fo ſcorching a flame, pull cown fo 
ſevere a wrath , what can we expect who 


are merely made up of combuitible mate. 


is , Whoſe proper perſonal fins cry for 


engeance ?, Sure were we to judg by 
ws nan meſures , we ſhould reckon to have 
more thea a double portion of our Saviors 
vet ſuch is the 


for 
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for OIuUTS anl have letc US Ouy {uCha ſhare, 
as may Cv:id2:ce our relation to Our Cri. 
cified Lord : ſuch as may ſerve only tor 
badges and cognizances to whoin we re= 
tain. For alas, let the moft aftlited of us 
weighour ſorrows with his, how ablurdly 
unequal will the compariſon appear ? And 
therefore as the beit expedient to baffle 
our murinies, to ſhame us out 'of; our 1e- 
pinings, let us often draw this uneven pa- 
rellel, confroac our petty unealinefles with 
his anſpeakable torments ; an] fure tis im- 
poſſible but our admiration and gratitude 
muſt {.ipplant our impatienCies, 

1}, THIS is ind-ed the method to 
which the Apoltle directs us, Conſt arr him 
that Job Wi ſuch cont radidtion of ſinners 
agarnſt hi ſelf , leatt ye be weary ard faint i! 
your mind: ye hive rot yet re fol ed unto blood, 
H 5.12 34. Was he contradicted, and 
ſhail we £apett tobe humor'd and compli d 

viti  D d he r:ftt to blood, ang ſhall 
we think choſe preſſures intolerable, which 
force only a few tears from us* This js fuch 
an unmanly niceneſs, as utterly makes us 
unfirto follow the Captain of our Salva- 
tion, Whata ſfollicr is he like ro make. 
thar will me no ſhare of the hazards and 
hardſhips of his General * Honeſt 7r14h 


W 'ould 
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would not take the lawtul folaces of his 
own houſe, upon the con'ideration that 
his Lord Fo.b "tho bur his feilow ſubject) 
lay incamped in the open fie/ds , 2 Sam. 1. 
1. yea tho he was lent by hum trot rhe 
Camp. And thal! we batcly forlake ours 
in purſuit of our cales He is Of a dege- 
nerous ſpirit, whom the example of his 
{uperior will not animate. Plutarch tells us, 
that Cato marching thro the deſarts , was 
{o dittrelt tor water , thata {mall quanciry 

was brought to him 11 a helmet as a great 
prize, which he rcfuling becauſe he could 
not help his loldicrs to the ike , they were 
ſo tranſported with that generoſity , that 


it extinguithrt che ſenſe of their thirſt , and. 


they were aſhuned to complain of what 
their Leader vo! luncarily endur'd tor their 
ſakes, And lure! ely we extremely diſcredit 
ac inſtitution, it we cannot equal their 
ingenuity , and follow ours with as great 
alacrity thro all the difficulties he has [ra- 
ced before us, and for us. 

14. Nox letus think to excuſe our 
ſelves upon the imporency of our fleſh, 
whici wants the afhi'!taice which his di- 
vinity gave him: for that plea is ſuper- 


ſed-d by the fore-menrion'd examples of 


the Saints, men of like paiſions with us, 
who 
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It is 207 impoſitble ro our nature, with 


thoſe aids ot grace which arc common to 


us with theta : for certainly theditfercnce 
berwcen them and us, 1s not fo much in 
the degrees of the aid, as in the diligence 
of empioying them, Letus theretore, as 
the Apoltic adviſes, /ift up the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees, 12, 12. 
and with a noble emulation follow thote 


heroic patterns they have ſet us. Aud fince , 


we (cc that even thoſe Favorites of hea- 
ven have ſmarted ſo ſeyerely , let us never 
dream of an immunity z but when ever we 
finq our ſelves inclining ro any ſuch flat- 
tering hope, let every one of us upbraid 
our ſelves 1n thoſe terms the Jews did our 
Savior, Art thougreater then Abraham , ard 


the Prophets, whom makeſt thou thy ſelf? - 


loh.8. 52. Nay we may deſcend lower, 
and rake not only all the inferior Saints 
of former times, but all thoſe our con- 
temporaries in ſuffering , which are moſt 
within our view, and may ask the Apoſtles 
queſtion,what then ? are webetter then they? 
Rom. 3. 9. It we think we are, certain 
we are io much worſe by that inſolence ; 
and if we confeſs we are not, upon what 

: ſcore 
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ſcore can we pretend to be better treated 7 
To conclude , let us not pore on.y upon 
our Peculiar evils, but attcntively luok 


about us,and conhder what others endure: 


and fince in tro]ics we can ſport our fclves 
with many uneaſinefſes tor company fake, 
let us not be more puſillanunous in our 


ſobcrer moods, bur every man cheeitully 


take h1s turnin bearing tie common bur 
den of mortality, till we pur off bech irand 
its appendages rogerher., when this mortal 
ſhall put on 1mmortality, 1 Cor,15. 54. 
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Srcua, 


Of particular Aids for the gaining 
of Contentment, | | 


I. N E have now paſt thro all thoſe / 
conſiderations we at firſt pro-. 


poſed, and may trult the conſidering Rea- 


der to make his own colleQions : yet be- 


cauſe impatience is the vice that has bin 
all this while arraigned, Iam to fore-ſee 
it poſſible, that thoſe who have the greateſt 
degrce of that, may be the leaſt willing 


to attend the whole procels, and there-_ 


foreI think it may not be amiſs, for their 
eaſe to ſuitand reduce all into ſome ſhort 
directions and rules for the acquiring 
contentment. 

2, Tas firſt and moſt fundamental is, 
the mortitying our pride, which as it 1s 
the ſeminary of moit fins, fo eſpecially 
this of repining. Mea that are highly 0- 
pinion'd of themſelves are commonly un- 
ſatishable: for how well ſoeyer they are 


treated, they ftill think it ſhort of their 


merits. Princes have often experimented 


this 


Ws 
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thisin thoſe who have don them 11gnal ſer- 


vices ; but God finds'1t in thoſe who have 
don him none, and we expe& he ſhall 


. diſpzuſe to us according ro thoſe talle 


eitimates we put upon our ſelves. There- 
tore he that aſpires to Content , muſt firſt 
take truer meſures of himſelf, and confider 
that as he was nothing till God gave him 
a being ,. ſo all that he can produce from 
thar being, is Gods by original right, and 
therefore can pretend to nothing of re- 
ward , io that whatever he receives, 1s {ti11 
upon theaccount of new bounty ; and to 
complain that he has no more, 1s like the 
murmurs of an unthankful debtor , who 
would ftill encreaſe thoic ſcores wich he 
knows he can never pay. 

3. In the ſecond place, let every man 
conſider how many bleſtygs ( notwith- 
ſtanding his no claim to any ) he daily eu- 
Joies : and whether thole he fo 1impatiently 
raves after be not much inferior to them, 
Nay let him ask his own heart , whether 
he-would quit all thoſe he has , for them 
he wants, and if he would not ( as I ſup- 
poſe no man in his wits would, thoſe wits 
being part of the barter) let him then judg 
how unreaſonable his repinings are, when 
himſelf confeſſes he has the better part of 
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worlily happineſs, and never any man 

living had all. | 4 
-4. IN the third place therefore let him 
ſecure his duty of thauktulnets tor thoſe 
good things he hath, and that will infen- 
fibly undermine his impatiencies for the 
reit , it being impoſhble to be at once 
thankful and murmuring. To this pur- 
poſe it were very well, it he would keep 
a ſolemn catalogue of all the bounties, 
proceftions, and deliverances he has re- 
ceiv'd trom Gods hand, and every night 
examin what acceſſions that day has 
brought to the ſum : and he that did this, 
would undoubtedly find ſo. many incita- 
tions to gratitude, that all thuſe to diſc 
content would be ſtifled in the croud. 
And fince acknowledgment of Gods mer- 
CicS 1s all the tribute he exacts for them, 
we mult certainly look on that as an in- 
diſpenſable duty : and therefore he that 
finds that God ſhortens his hand, ſtops 
the efflux of his bounty towards him , 
ſhould refle& on himſelf, whether he be 
not behind in that homage by which he 
hoids, andhave not by his unthankful- 
neſs turs#'d away good things from him, Ela. 
$9.8, And if he find it ſo (as who alas 
15 there that may not? ) he cannot ſure for 
| ſhame 
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ſhame coinplain, but muit 1n prudence 
reiatforce his gratitude tor what is letr, 
as the beit means to recover what he has 
loſt, 

5. BuT his murmurs will yet be more 
amazingly filenc'd , 1t in the fourth place 
he COMPanes the good things he enjoies 
with the ill he has don. Certainly this 18 a 
molt intalhbie cure for our 1mpatienCcies, 
the holiclt man Jiving being able to ac. 
Cuſe himſelf of ſuch fins, as wonld ac- 
cording to ail human meſures of equity 
fort-1t all bleflings, and pull down a greater 
weight of judgment then the molt miſe- 
rable groan under, Therefore as before 
] advited to keep a catalogue of benefits 
receiv'd,{o here it would beof uſe to draw 
up one of fins Committed, And douvtlels 
he that confronts the one with the other 
cannot but be aſtoniſhed to find them. 
both io numerous, eq tally won: dring at 
Gods mercy in continuing his bleſflings, 
in deſpight of all his provocations, and 
at his own baſeneſs in continuing his pro- 
VOCAations, In deſpight of ajl thoſc blef- 
ſings. Indeed tis nothing but our affe- 
Red j iznoranceof our own demerits, that 
makes it poſlibie for us to repine under 
the ſevereit oft Gods difpenſations. Would 

we 
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we but ranſack our hearts, and ſee all the 
avominations that lie there, nay would 
the moſt of us but recolleC&t thoſe bare- 
fac'd Crimes whicheven the world can wit- 
neſsagainſt us, we ſhould find more then 


enough ro balance the heavieſt of our prc(- 


fires. When therefore by our impaticnt 
itruglings we fret and gall our ſelves under 
our burdens , let us interrogate our ſouls 
in the words of the Prophet, Why 4vth 
a living man complain , a man for the pu- 
n'/bment of his ſm ? Let us not ſpend onr 
breath in murmurs and out-cries , which 
will only f-rveto provoke more ſtripes : 
but let us ſearch and try our Waies , and 
turn 47a! 70 the Tnrd, Lam. 3. 39. dilt- 
gently icek out that accuſed thing which 
has cauſed our dilcointeiture, Jos. 18. and 
by the removal of that, prepare the way 
for the acceſs of mercy. But alas how 
prepoſterous 4 method do we take 1n our 
attd:Ctions? We-accule every thing but 
what weought, fariouſly fly at all the 1c- 
cond cauſes of our calamity , nay too of- 
ren at the firſt by impious diſputes of pro- 
vidence, an1 in the mean time, as' Fov 
ipeaks, the root of the matter is found mus, 
Job. 19. 28. We ſhelcer and protect in 
our boſoms the real Author of our miſe- 

riCs. 
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ries. I he truc way then to ailay the lente 
of our ſufferings, is to ſharpen that of our 
ling. The prodigal thought the meaneſt 
condition in his fathers tamiiy a preter- 
ment, Make me one of thy hired ſervants, 
Luk. 15. 19. And it we have his pezicence, 
we ſhali have his ſubmitiion alio, aud calm- 
ly attend Gods diſpoſals of us. 

6. As every man in his affliction is 
to look inward on his own heart, to al'o up- 
ward, and conlider by whoſe proviuence 
all eyents are-order'd, Js there any evil 
(i.e. of puniſhment) 7# ihe city, and the 
Lord hath not denit? Am.3.6. and what 
are we worms that we ſhould diſpute with 


| him ? Shall a man contend with his Maker ? 


Let the potſherd $irive with the potſherds 
of the earth,11a.45. 9. And as his power is 
not to be control d, ſo neither is his ju- 
{tice to be1impeach*d, Shall not the jude of 


a'l the errth do right 7 Gen. 18. 25. And 


where we Can neither reſiſt nor appeal , 
what have we to do but humb'y, to ſub- 
mit? Nor are we only compell'd to it by 
neceflity , but induced and invited by in- 
tereſt, ſince his diſpenſartions are dirctted 
not barely to aſſert his dominion, but to 


evidence his paternal Care over us. He: 


diſcerns our needs, and- accordingly ap- 
plics 
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pliesrous, Tic bemgnicy of his nature 
permits him not to take delight 1n our di- 
ttreſſes, he doth not ajjiztt willingly , nor 
grieve th? children of men, Lam. 3. 33. and 
tiierctore when ever he adminitters to us 
a bitrer cup,, we may be ſure the ingredi- 
ents are aorraggy © and ſuch as our infir. 
mities require, He dares not truſt our in- 
rempcrate appetites with unmuxt pro{pe- 
ritics, the luſhiouſneſs whereof tho it 
may pleaſe our palats, yet hke St. Johns 
bouk, Rev. 10. 9. that hony in the mouth 
may prove gall in the bowels, ingender the 

10it fatal diſeaſes, Let us therefore in 
our Calamities not conſult with fleſh and 
blood, Cal, 1. 16. (which the more it 1s 
bemoar'd, the more it complains ) bur 
look to rhe hand that ſtrikes, and afſure 
our lelves, that the ſtripes are not more 
ſevere, then he ſecs neceſſary in order to 
our good :; and fince they are ſo, they 
ought in reafon to be our choices as well 
as hisz and not only Religion, but ſelf-love 
will promt us to fay, withotd Ely, [t « the 


Lord, It him do what ſeemeth him good, 


T $4111.3 Ic. But alas we do not underitand 
what 1s our 1ntereits becauſe we do not 
rightly underſtand what we are our elves, 
We couſtder our ſelves merely in our __ 

ma 


mal being , our bodies and thole tenfirive 
faculties veſted in them, and when we are 
invaded there, we think we are undon, 
tho that breach be made only to relieve 
that diviner part within-us, beſieged and 
oppreſt with the fleſh about it ( tor ſo God 
knows it too often is;)or it we do not con- 
fider it in that notion of an enemy, yet 


at the utmoſt eſtimate, the body is to the 


ſoul but. as the garment to the body, a 
decent caſe or cover : now what man (not 
ſtark frantic ) would not rather have his 
clothes cut then his fleſh ? and then by the 
rate of proportion, we may well queſtion 
our own ſobriety, when we repine that 
our ſouls are ſecur'd at the coſt ot our bo- 
dies, and that is-certainly the wortt, the 
unkindeft deſign, that God has upon us; 
and our impatient reftitances ſerve only to 
fruſtrate the kind, the medicinal part of 
aflictions , but will not at all reſcue us 
from the ſevere. Our murmurings may 
ruine our ſouls , but will never avert any 
of our outward calamities, 

7. A ſeventh help to contentment is to 
havea right eſtimate of the world, and the 
common ſtate of humanity : to conſider 


| the world but asa (tage and our ſelves but 


as ators, and to reiolve that it is very lit- 
Aa tle 
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tle material what part we play fo we do 
it well. A Comedian may get as much ap- 
plauſe by ating the flave as the conque- 
-ror,and he that acts the one to day,may to 
morrow reverſe the part, and perſonate the 
other. So greatare the viciſſitudes of the 
world, thar there is no building any firm 
hopes upon it. All thecertainty we have 
of ity is, that in every condition it has its 
uneaſineſſes : fo that when we court a 
change, we rather ſeek to vary then end 
our miſeries. And certainly he that has 
well impreſt upon his mind the vanity and 


vexation of the world, cannot be much. 


ſurpriſed at any thing that befalk him in 
it, We exp2& no more of any thing 
but ro do its kind , and we may as well be 
angry that we cannot bring the lions to 
vur Cribs, or fix the wind to a Certain 
point, as that we cannot ſecure our ſelves 
trom dangers and diſappointments in this 
rough and mutable world, We are there- 
tore to lay it as an infallible maxim, that 
in this vale of tearsevery man muſt meet 
with ſorrows and diſaſters: and then ſure 
we may take our peculiar with eyennels 
_ of temper, as being bur the natural con- 
ſequent of our being men, And tho pol- 
fibly we may every one think himſelf to 

have 
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have a double portion, yet that is uſually 
from the deceicful compariſon we make 
of our ſelves with others, We take the 
magnifying glafles of diſcontent and envy. 
when we view our own miſeries and others 
felicities, but look on our enjoiments 
and their ſufferings thro the contracting 
optics of ingratitude and incompaſſion : 
and whillt we do thus, tis impoflible but 


we mult foinent our own difſatisfactions. 


2 that will compare to good purpoſe 
muſt do-it honeſtly and fincerely , and 
view his neigibors calamities with the 
ſame atrention he do's his own, and his 
own comforts with the ſame he do's his 
neighbors; and then many of the great 
ſeeming inequalities would come pretty 
neer a level, 

8. Bur even where they doMnot, it in 
the 8:9 place deſerves however to be cons 
ſider'd how ill natur' a thing it is, for 
any man to think himſelf more miſerable 
becauſe another is happy : and yer this is 
the very thing, by which alone many men 
have made themſelves wretched : for ma- 
ny have created wants , merely from the 
envious contemplation of other mens a- 
bundance., And indeed there is nothing 


 morediſingenuous, or (to go higher) more 
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Diabolical. | Lucifer was happy enough 


in his original ſtate, yet could not think 
himſelf ſo becauſe he was not /zke the moſt 
high Iſa, 14. 14. And when by that inſo- 
lent ainbitionhe had forfeited bliſs , it has 
ever ſince bin an aggravation of his tor- 
ment, that mankind is aſſumed to a capa- 
City of it; and accordingly he makes it 
the deſign of his envious induſtry to de- 
feat him, Now how pertedly are the two 
firſt parts of this copy tran{crib'd, by thoſe 
who firſt cannot be ſatisfied with any in- 


ferior degree of proſperity, and then whet. 


their impatiencics with other mens enjoi- 
ments of what they cannot attain? And tis 
much to be doubted, that they who go thus 
far may Compleat ihe parallel, and endea- 
vor when they have opportunity. to un- 
dermine that happinels they envy. There- 


fore ſince Satan is ſo apt to impreſs his. 
wholeimage , where he has drawn any of 


his lineaments, it concerns us warily to 
guard our ſelves, and by a Chriſtian ſym- 
pathy with our brethren, rejoice with them 
that do rejoice, Rom. 12. 15. make the 
comforts of others, an allay not an im- 
provement of our own miſeries. Chari- 
ty has-a ſtrange magnetic power, and at- 
tracts the concerns of our brethren to us, 

and 


£ a 
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and he that has that in his brealt can never 
want refreſhment, whilft any about him 
are happy z for by adopting their intereſt , 
he ſhares in their joies. Ferhro tho an a- 
lien rejorced for all the good God had don to 
Iſrael, Exod. 18. 9g, and why ſhould not 
we have as ſenſible a concurrence with 
our fellow Chriſtians ? And he that has lo , 
will ſtill find ſomthing to balance his own 
ſufferings. 

9. L = T him that aſpires to content- 
ment ſet bounds to his defire, Tis our 
common fault in this affair , we uſually 
begin at the wrong end, we enlarge our 
aefires as hell, and cannot be ſatisfied, Hab. 
- 2.5. and then think God uſes us i111, it he 
do not fill our 1nfariable appetites : where- 
as if we would confine our expectations to 
thoſe things which we need, or hz has pro- 
mis'd, there are few of us who would not 
find them abundantly anſwer'd, Alas how 
tew things are there which our natare (if 
not ſtimulated by fancy and luxury ) re- 
quires ? And how rare 1s-it to find them 
who want thoſe? Nay who have not ma- 
ny additionals for delightand pleſure? And 
yetGods promiſe under theGoſpel extends - 
only to thoſe neceſſaries: for where Chri/? 
aſſures his diſciples that 7heſe things shall 
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be added unto them, Mat,6. 2 3. the context |}. 4 
apparently reitrains theſe thmgs to meat a 


and drink and clothing. Therefore rake fl 
710 1hought for the life what you Shall eat, a 
or what you shull drink, nor yet for the body el 


what you shall put on , verſe 25, now what A 
pretence have we to claim more then our fc 
Charter gives us? God never articled with my 
the ambitious to give him honors,or with n 
the covetous to fill his bags, or with the || <+c 
voluptuous to feed his luxuries. -Let us Ww 
therefore, if we expe to be ſatisfied , tc 
modeſtly confine our defires within the li- = 
mits he has ſer us: and then every acceſ- tc 
ſion which he ſuperadds will appear (what = 
it1s) alargels and bounty. Bur whilſt our ag 
apperites are boundleſs, and rather {tretcht ſe 
then filled with our acquett's, what poſh- de 
bility 1s there of their ſatisfaction ? And by 
when we 1mportune God for it, we do at 
but aſſign him ſuch a rask the Poets made tc 
a repretentation of their Hell, the filling F q 
a fieve with water, or the rolling a ſtone he 
upAa PreCipice, : nz 

Ioly, A great expedierit for content- F 
ment, is to confine our thoughts to the F je 
preſent, and not to let them looſe to fu- ox 
turecvents. Would we but do this, we an 
might ſhake off a great part of our _ A 

den: 
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den : for we often heap tantaſtic loads 
upon our ſelves by anxious prefages of 
things which perhaps will never happen, 
and yet fink more under them, then under 
the real weight that is actual upon us, 
And this is certainly one of the greateſt 
follies imaginable : tor either theeyil will 
come or it will not: if it will, tis ſure no 
ſuch defirable gueſt that w2 ſhould go out 


*to meet it, we ſhall feel it time enough 


when it falls on us, we need not proje& 
toanticipate our ſenſe of it : butif it will 
not, what extreme madneſs is it for a man 
to torment himſelt with that which will 
never be, to create engines of tortures, 
and by ſuch aerial afflictions, make him- 
ſelfas miſerable as the moit real ones could 
do? And truly this is all that we uſually get 
by our fore-{1ghts. Previſion 1s one of Gods 
attributes, and he mocks at all our pre- 


tences to it, by a frequent defeating of” 


all our fore-caſts. He do'sit often in our 
hopes: ſomelittle croſs circumi{tance ma- 
ny times demoliſhes thoſe goodly machins 
we raiſe to our felves: and he do's it no 
leſs in our fears : thoſe ills we ſolemnly 
expected often baulk us, and others from 
an unexpeted coaſt ſuddenly invade us, 
And ſince we are fo blind,fo ſhort-ſighted, 


let 


wy 
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letusnever take upon us to be ſcouts,” to 
diſcover danger at adiſtance (for tis mani- 
fold odds we ſhall only Bring home falſe a- 


larins) but ler us reit our ſelves upon that 


molt admirable Aphorifm of ourbleſled 

Lord, Sufficient unto the day tx the evil there- 
of, Mat. 6 34-apply our ſelves with Chri- 

{tian courage to bear the preſent, and 

leave God either to augment or diminiſh, 

as he ſees fit, for the fature, Orit we will 

needs be looking forward, let it be in 0- 

bedience not contradiction to our duty ; 

let us entertain our ſelves with thole tu- 

turities which we are ſure are not Chime- 

ra's, death and judgment, heaven and hell, 
The nearer we draw theſe things to our 

view , the more inſenfible will all inter- 

medial objetts be; they will deceive our 

ſenſe of preſent, and much more -fore-{tal 

the apprehenſion of future evils : for tis 

our neglect of things eternal, that leaves us 

thus at leaſure for the tranſitory. 

11. In the laſt placelet us in all our 
diſtreſſes ſuperſede our anxieties and ſo- 
licitudes by that moſt effeCtual remedy 
the Apoltlepreſcribes, 1s any man af flitted 
let him pray, Jam. 5. 14. And this ſure 
is a moſt rational preſcription : for alas 
.what elſe can we do towards the redreſs 


of 


I93 


of our griefts, We whoare lo impotent, 
that we have not power over the moſt 
deſpicable excreſcence of our own body, 
cannot make one hair white or black, Mar. 
5. 39. what can we do towards the new 
moulding our condition, or modelling 
things withoutus ? Our ſolicitudes ſerve 
only to bind our burdens faiter upon us, 
but this expedient of Praicr will certainly 
relieve us. Call upon me , ſaies God, 7n 
the time of trouble, and I will hear thee, 
and thou Shalt praiſe me, Plal. 50. 15. 
Whenever therefore we are linking in the 
floods of affliction, let us thus ſupport 
our ſelves by repreſenting our wants unto 
our gracious Lord, cry unto him as St. 
Peter did, Mat. 14. 30. and he will ake 
us by the hand, and be the winds neyer 1o 
boifterous or contrary,preſerveus from fink- 
ing: the waves or billows of this trou- 
blefom world, will ſerve but to toſs us 
cloſer into his arms, who can with a word 
appeaſe the rougheſt tempeſt, or reicue 
from it. Oletus not then be ſo unkind 
to our ſelves, as to neglect this infallible 
means of our deliverance ! but with the 
Pſalmiſt take our refuge under the sHadow 
of the divine wings till the calamity be 0+ 
ver-pa#?. Plal.57,1, Andasthisisa lure 
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expedient 1n all our real important a{fli- 
&1ons, ſo it is a good teſt by which to 
try what are fo. We are often peeviſh 


and diſquieted at trifles, nay we take up 


the quarrelsof our luſts and vices, and are 
diicontented when they want their wiſht 
ſupplies, Now in either of theſe caſes, 
no man that at all conſiders who he praies 
to, will dare to inſert theſe in his praiers , 
it being a contemt of God to invoke him 
in things ſo ſlight as the one, or impious 
gs the other. It will therefore be good for 
every man when he goes to addreſs for re- 
lief, to conſider which of his preſſures they 
are, that gre worthy of that ſolemn de- 
precation : and when hehas ſingled thoſe 
out, let him reflect, and he will find he 
has in that prejudg'd all his other diſcon- 
tents as frivolous or wicked. And then 
{ure he cannot think fit to harbour them, 
but muſt for ſhame diſmiſs them, ſince 
they. are ſuch, as he dares not ayow to 
him, from whom alone he can expect 
relief. God alwaics pities our real mi- 
ſeries, but our imaginary ones dare 
not demand it. Let us not then create 
ſuch diſeaſes to our ſelves, as we can- 
not declare to our Phyfitian : and when 
thoſe are precluded, for all the reſt St. 
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Pauls recipe is a Catholicon, Be care- 


| ful for nothing, but in every thing by prai- 


ers and ſufpplications, with thankſgiving , 
let your requeſts be made known to God. 
Phil. 4. 6. 
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' Of "Reſignation. 


[. AN D now amidft ſuch varicty of 
reccits, twill be hard to inſtance 

any one ſort of calamity which can eſcape 
their efficacy, if they be but duly applrd: 
But indeed we have generally a compendi- 
ous way of fruſtrating all remedies by ne- 
ver making uſe of them: like fantaſtic pati- 
ents we are well enough content to have 
our diſeaſe diſcourſt , and medicines pre- 
ſcrib'd, but when the Phylſic comes, have 
ſtill ſome pretence or other to protract 
the taking it, But TI ſhall beſcech the 
Reader to conſider, that counſels are not 
charms, to work without any cooperation 
of the concern'd perſon : they mult be ad.- 
verted to, they muſt be ponder'd and con- 
ſider'd, and finally they mult be practic d, 
or elſe the urmoſt good they can do us, 
15 to give us a few hours divertiſment in 
the reading : but they do us a miſchief 
that infinitly out-weighs it, for they im- 
prove 
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prove our guilts by the ineffective "render 
they make of reſcuing us from them, and 
leave us accountable not only tor the ori- 
ginal crimes, but our obitinate adheſion 
co them in ſpight of admonition, 

2. I ſay this becauſe it is a little roo 
notorious , that many take up books only 
as they do cards or dice, as alt in{trument 
of diverſion, Tis a good entertainment 
of their curiofity to ſee what can be ſaid 
upon any ſubjec, and be ic well or ill 
handled, they can plcaic themſelyes e- 
qually with the ingenuity or ridiculouſ- 
neſs of the compoſure, and when they 


have don this, they have don all they de- 


fign'd, This indeed may be tolerable in 
Romances and Play-books, but ſure it ill 
befits Divinity, And yet I fear it oftneſt 
happens there : for in the tormer ſome do 
project for ſome trivial improvements, as 


_ the embelliſhing of their ſtile, the inſpi- 


riting of their fancies ; and ſome men 
would {ſcarce beable to drive their pedling 


trade of wit, did they not thus ſweep the 


ſtage : but alas how many books of piery 
are read, of which one cannot diſcern 
the leaſt tinEture in mens converſations, 
which ſure do's ina great meture proceed 
from the want of a deterininare deft an in 

their 
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their reading , mens practice being not 
apt to be leſs rovers then their ſpecula- 
tion. He thar rakes a practical ſubje& 
in hand, muſt do it with a deſign to con- 
form his practice to what he ſhall there 
be convinc'd to be his duty , and he that 
comes not with this probity of mind, 
is not like to be much benefited by his 
rgading. | 

3- Bur one would think this ſhould 
be an unneceflary caution at this time , 
for ſince the intent of this tract, is only 
' to ſhew men the way to contentment, tis 
to be ſuppos' the Readers will be as much 
in earnelt as the writer can be, it being 
every mans proper and moſt important 
intereſt, the inſtating him in the higheſt 
and molt ſupreme felicity that this world 
can admit: yet for all this fair probabili- 
ty, I doubt many will in this inſtance 
have the ſame indifference they have in 
their other ſpiritual concerns, 

4» T 1 s true indeed that a querulous res 
pining humor, 1s one of the moſt per- 
nicious, the moſt ugly habits incident to 
mankind; but yet as deformed people are 
oft the moſt in love with themielves, ſo 
this crooked piece of our temper, is of all 
others the moſt indulgeut to it ſelf, Me- 
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lancholy is the moſt ftubborn and untra- 
Qtable of all humors , and diſcontent being 
the offspring of that, partakes of that in- 
flexibility : and accordingly we ſee how 
impregnable it often is, againſt all aſſaulrs 
of reaſon and Religion too. Fonah in a 
ſullen mood would juſtify his diſcontent 
cvento God himſelf, and in ſpight of thar 
calm reproof, Doſt thou well to be angry ? 
Jon. 4. 9. averr he did well to be angry e- 


_ ven to the death. Anddo we not frequent- 


ly ſee men upon an impatience of ſome 
diſappointment , grow angry even at their 
comforts ? Their friends, thcir children, 
their meat,” their drjnk, every thing grows 
nauſeousto them,/and ina frantic diſcon- 
tent, they often fling away thoſe things 
which they molt value. Befides this pee- 
viſh impatience is of fo aerial a diet, that tis 
ſcarce poſflible to ſtarve it. Twill nuriſh it 
ſelf with Phantaſms and Chimeras, ſuborn 
a thouſand ſurmiſes and imaginary dittreſc 
ſes to abet its pretenCes: and rthoevery one 
of us can remonſtrate to one anorher, the 
unreaſonableneſs of this diſcontent yet 
ſcarce any of us will draw the argument 
home, or ſuffer ourſelves to be convinc'd 
by what we urge as irrefragable to others. 
Nay farther this humor is 1mpatient of any 

dis 
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diverſion, loves to converſe only with it 

ſelf. Ia bodily pains, men that deſpair of 
cure are yet gladofallates and mitigations, 
and iirive by all arts to divert and de- 
ceive rae ſenſe of their anguiſh, butin 
this diteais of the mind, men cheriſh and 
;71prove tir torment, roll and chew the 
biccer pill in their mouths, that they may 
be ſure to have it5utmolt flavor; and by 
devoting a'! taeictioughts io the ſubject 
of their grics, ep up wwanuninterrupied 
ſenle of it: as if they '-+ the ſame Tys= 
ranny for,themſelves v1 Caligula had 
for othersz and lovcd to feel themlelves 
die. Indeed there is not a more abſurd 
contradiction 1n the world, then to hear 
men cry out of the weight, the intolera- 
blenels of their burden, and yet graſp it 
as faſt asif their life were bound up in its 
will not depoſite it, no not for the ſmal- 
leſt breathing time. A ſtrange faſcinati- 
on ſure; and yet ſo frequent, that it 
ought to be the fundamental care of him 
that would cure men of their diſcontents, 
to bring them to a hearty willingneſs of 
being cured, EE 

5. Ir may be this will look like pa- 
radox, and every man will be apt to ſay he 
wiſhes nothing more in earneſt, then to 
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be cured of his preſent dilcontent, He that 
is poor would be cured by wealth , he that 
is low and obſcure by honor and great- 
neſs; but fo an Hydropic perſon may fay 
he defires to have his thirſt cur'd by a 
perpetual ſupply of drink; yet all ſober 
people know, that that is the way only 
to increaſe it: but let the whole habir 
of the body be rectified, and then the 
thirſt will ceaſe of it ſelf. And certainly 
tis the very fame in the preſent caſe: no 
outward acceſſions will ever ſatisfy our 
cravings , our appetites muſt be tam'd 
and reduc'd, and then they will never be 
able to raiſe tumults, or put us into mu- 
tiny and diſcontent : and he ( and none 
but he ). that ſubmits to this method , can 
truly be ſaid to delire a cure, 


6. BU r he that thus atteſts the reali- 


ty of his defires, and ſeeks contentment 
in its proper ſphere, may ſurelyarrive to 


ſome conſiderable degrees of it, We find 


in all ages men, that only by the dire. 
&tion of natural light have calmed their 
diſquiets, and reaſon'd themſelves into 
contentment even under great and ſen. 
ſible preſſures ; men who amidſt the acu. 
teſt torments , have till preſerv'd a ſe. 
renity of mind, and have fruſtrated con- 
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temts and reproches by diſregarding them : 

and ſure we give a very ill account of our 

- Chriſtianity, if we cannot do as much with 
it as they did without it. 

7. I do not herepropoſe ſuch a Stoical 
inſenſibllity as makes no diſtin&tion ofe- 
vents,which,tho it has bin vainly pretend- 
ed toby many, yet ſure was never attain'd 
by any upon the ſtrength. of diſcourſe, 
Some natural dulneſs or caſual ftupeta- 
Ction muſt .concur to that, and perhaps 
by doing ſo, has had the luck to be ca- 
noniz'd tor vertue. I mean only ſuch a 
ſuperiority of mind as raiſes us above our 
ſufferiugs, tho it exemt us not from the 
tenſe of them. We cannot propoſe to 
our ſelves a higher pattern in any vertue 
then our bleſſed Lord : yet we ſee he not 

_ only felt that load under which he lay, 
but had the moſt pungent and quick 
ſenſe of it, ſuch agpromted thoſe earneſt 
deprecations , Father if it be poſſible let 
this cup paſs : yet all thoſe diſplacencics 
of his fleſh were ſurmounted by the re- 
ſignation of his {pirit,vevertheleſs not what 
1 will, but what thou wilt, Luk, 22. And 
certainly he that in 1mitation of this pat=- 
tern, do's in ſpight of all the reluctancies 


of his ſenfc, thus intirely ſubmit his will , 
how- 
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however he may be ſad, yet he is not im- 
patient. Noris he like to be fad long, for 
| to him that is thus refign'd, /jght will 
ſpring up, Pal. 97.11. foie good Angel 
| will be ſent like that to our Savior to re- 
leive his diſconſfolation. God will ſend 
either ſome outward allaies, or give fuch I 
| interior comforts and ſupports, as ſhall Wilt 
—— thoſe afligions he takes not | | 
£ off. | |! 
8. InDs =D the grand deſign of God ii 
in correcting us is ( the ſame with that _— 
of a prudent parent towards his child ) to (IN 
break our wills, Thar ſtubborn faculty will Wh! 
ſcarce bend with eaſy touches, and there- | | 
fore do's require ſome force: and when | 


We 


by that rougher handling he has brought 
it to a pliantneſs, the work is don, Tis | 
therefore our intereſt to cooperate with Wt 
this deſign, to affitt as much as we are able } 
towards the ſubjugating this unruly part 
of our ſelves. This is that Sheba 2 Sam, 20, 
the ſurrendring of whom is Gods <xpecta- 
tion in all the cloſe fteges he laies tous, 
Let us then be ſo wiſe, as by anearly re- 
ſigning it to divert his farther hoſtilities, 
and buy our peace with him. 

” 9. AND truly this is the way not only 
> to gain peace with him, but our ſelves 
? p EC3 roo : 
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_ too: tis the uſurpation of our will over 
. our reaſon which - breeds all the confu- 
fon and tumults within our own breaſts, \ 
and there is no poſlibility of curbing its 
inſolence, but by putting it into ſafe cu- | 
ſtody, committing it to him who ( as our | 
Church teaches us) alone can order the 
unruly wills of ſinful men, Indeed no- | 
thing but experience can fully inform us 
of the ſerenity and calm of that ſoul, who 
has refign'd his will to God, All careof 
- chuſing for himſelf is happily ſuperſeded, 
he is temted to no anxious forecaſts for 
future evegts, for he knows nothing can 
happen in contradiction of that ſupreme 
will, in which he hath ſanQuary: which 
will certainly chuſe for him with that 
tenderneſs and regard, that a fafhful 
Guardian would for his pupil, an, indul- 
gent father for his child that caſts its ſelf 
into his arms. Certainly there is not in 
the world ſuch a holy ſort of artifice, ſo 
_ Divine acharm to tie our God to us,as this | 
of reſigning our ſelves to him. We find the 
Gibeonites by yielding themſelves vaſlals 
to the Iſraelites, had their whole army at 
their beck to reſcue them in their danger 
Jof. 10. 6. and can we think Godis leſs con- 
fiderate of his homagers and dependants ? 
| '.D No 
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No certainly, his honor as well as his com- 
paſſion is concern'd in the relief of thoſe 


who have ſurrendred themſelves to him. 


Io, FARTHER yet, whenby reſig- 
nation we have united our wills to God, 
we have quite changed the ſcene, and 
we, who when our wills ſtood fingle were 
liable to perpetual defeats, in this bleſſed 
combination cannever be croſt. When 
our will is twiſted and involved with 
Gods, the ſame omnipotence which backs 
his wilLdo's alſo attend ours. Gods will, we 
are ſure, admits of no controle, can never 
be reliſted; and we have the ſame ſecuri- 
ty for ours, ſo long as it concurs with it. 
By this means all calamities are unſting'd; 
and even thoſe things which are moſt re- 
pugnant to our ſenfitive natures, are yet 
very agreable ro our ſpirits, when we 
conlider they arc implicitly our own 


choice, ſince they are certainly his, whom 


we have deputed ro elect for us. Indeed 
there can be no face of adverſity ſo aver- 
ting and formidable, which ſet in this 
light will not look amiable. We ſee daily 
how many uneaſinefſes and prejudices 


men will contentedly ſuffer in purſuit of 


their wills : andif we have really eſpou- 
ſed Gods, made his will ours, we ſhall 
with 


_ 
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with as great ( nay far greater ) alacrity 


embrace its diſtributions, how unecaſ\ 
| ſoever to our ſenſe, our fouls will more 
acquieſce in the accompliſhment of the 


Divine will, then our fleſh can*relucdt to 
any ſevere effect of it. 

| 11. HErE then is that footing 
of firm ground, on which whoſoeyer 
can ſtand, fnay indeed do , that which 
Archimedes toalted, move the whole 
world. He may as to himſelt ſubvert the 
whole courſe of ſublunary things, un- 
venem all thoſe calamitics which are to 
others the gallof Aſps and in a farther 
ſenſe verify that Evangelical prophecy, 
of beating ſwords intn plough-shares, and 
[peares into pruning hooks, Efay. 2. 4. the 
moit hottile weapons , the mott adverſe 
cveits, ſhall be by him converted into 


' Inttruments of fertility, ſhall only advance 


his {piritual growth. 
12, A xÞ now whocanchuſle but con- 
icis this a much more eligible ſtate, thea 
to be alwaies harraſſed with ſolicatudes 
and cares, perpetually either fearing fu- 
cure deteats, Or bewailing the paſt. And 
then what can we call it lefs then mad- 
neſs or enchantment, for men to a ſo 
contrary to their own dictates, yea to 
| their 
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their very ſenſe and experience, to ſce 
and acknowledg the inexplicable felicity 
of a reſigned will, and yet perverſly to 
hold our theirs, tho they can get nothing 
by ir, but the fullen pleaſure of oppoſing 
God, and tormenting themſelves ? Let 
us therefore it not tor our duty or caſe, 
yet at leait tor our reputation , the aſ- 
{ſerting our ſelves men of ſobriety and 
common ſenſe, do that which upon all 
theſe intereſts weare obliged ; let us bur 
give up our wills, and with them we ſhall 
certainly diveſt our felvesof all our fruit- 
leſs anxieties, and caſt our burdens upon 
him whoinvites us to do io. He who bears 
all our fins, will: bear all our ſorrows, 
our griefs toO, it we will but be content 
to depoſite them : he willrelieve us from 
all thoſe oppreſſing weights, which make 
our ſouls cleave to the duſt, Plal. 119. 25. 
and will in exchange give us only his L:ght, 
his pleaſant burden , Mat, 11, 33. Ina 
word there will be no careleft for us, but 
that of keeping our ſelves in a capacity 
of his : let us but ſecure our love to him, 
and we are aſcertain'd that a!l things Shall 
work together for our good, Rom. 8,28. 
| To conclude, Reſignation and Con: 
rentment are vertues not only of a near 
| * COgNnads 
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cognation and reſemblance, but they are 
licked as the Cauſe and the Effet, Let 
us but make ſure of Reſignation, and 
Content will flow into us without our 
farther induſtry : as on the contrary whilſt 
our wills are at defiance with Gods, we 
ſhall alwaies. find things at as great defi- 
ance with ours. All our ſubtilties or in- 


duſtries will never mould them to our ſa- * 


tisfaQtions,till we have moulded our ſelves 
into that pliant temper that we can cor- 
dially ſay, It & the Lord, let him do what 
ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam, 3.18. 
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I, H1S ſhort inſtitution of the Art 

A of Contentment , cannot more na- 
turally, or more deſirable draw to a con- 
cluſion, then in the refort we have given 
it, in the boſome of divine Providence. 
The Roman conquerors at the laſt pitch 
of all their triumphs, went to the Capi. 
tol, and laid their Garlands in the lap of 
Fupiter ; but the Chriſtian has an caſier 


way to Triumph, to put his crown of - 


thornes ( for that is the trophy of his v1i- 
Qtories ) within the arms of his gracious 
God ; there lodg his fears, his wants, 
his ſorrows, and himſelf too, as in the 
beſt repoſitory. - 

2: Tau n Goſpel command of 19 ca- 
ring for the morrow, Mat. 6. 34. and being 
careful for nothing, Phil. 4. 6. nakedly 
propos'd, might feem the abandoning of 


us toall the calamities of life : but when 


we are directed to caſt all our care upon 
a gracious and all-powerful Parent, and. 
are aſſur'd that he cares for 1s, 1 Pet. 5.7. 
that tho a woman may forget her ſucking 


of 
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of the ſon of her womb, yet will he not for« 
get his children , Iſa. 49. 15. this will 
abundantly fuperſede all cavil and obje- 
Ction. Whilſt worldly men thruſt in an 
arm of fleſh, lay up rreſrre on earth, a prey 
for ruſt and moth, Mat. 6. 19. and 4 tor- 
ment to themſelves, Jam. 5. 3. the Chri- 
ſtian has Omnipotence for his ſupport, 
and a rreſure iu heaven, where no thief 
atproches nor moth corrupts, Mat, 6, 20, 
Whilſt bold inquirers call in queſtion 
Gods ſecret will, oblige him to their ſub 
or ſupralapſarian ſchemes, their abſolute 
or conditional decrees, their grace fore- 
ſeen or predetermin'd, the pious man with 
aweful acquieſcence ſubmits to that which . 
is revel'd : reſolves for ever to obey , but 
never to diſpute ; as knowing that the - 
beloy'd Diſciple lean'd on his Maſters bo- 
ſome ; but tis the thiets and traitors part 
to go about to- rifle 1t. | 

3. T 1s ſurely a modeſt demand in the 
behalf of God Almighty, that we ſhould 
allow him as much privilege in this World, 
as every Peſant clames in his Cottage z to 
be Maſter there, ani] diſpoſe of his houſe- 
holdas he thinks beft : to ſay ro this man, 
Co, and he goeth : and to another , Come , 
and he comet ; and tohis ſervant, Do this, 


and 


The Cloſe. 211 


and be dothit, Mat. 8.9. Andit we would 
afford him this liberty, there would be 
an immediate end put toall clamor and 
complaint. 

4. We make it our daily praier that 
the wil of God may be don in earth as it 
is m heaven, with a ready, ſwift, and 
uninterrupted conſtancy. As tis Giant- 
like rebellion to ſet up our will againſt 
his, ſo 1s it mad perverſneſs to ſet it up 
againſt our own, be diſpleasd that our 
requelts are granted,” and repine that his, 
and therewith our will is don, It were 
indeed not only good manners, but good 


_ policy, to obſerve the direction of the 
Heathen, and follow God : not prejudg 


his determinations by ours ; but in a mo- 
deſt ſuſpenſion of our thoughts , hearken 
what the Lard God will ſay concerning us , 
for he will ſpeak peace unto his people, and 
to is Saints that they turn not aan , 
Pla. 85.8. 

5. Ox how?verupon ſurpriſe we may 
indulge toa paſltonate affection, and dote 
upon our illegitimate off-ſpring,our dearl- 
ing guilts- or follies, as David did upon 
that Child, which was the price of Murder 
and adultery : yet when the brat is taken 
irom us, when the Cþ:14 zs dead, it will 
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become us to do as he did, riſe from our 
ſullen poſture on the earth , and worshp 
mn the houſe of the Lord, 2 Sam, 12. 20, 
It will behoye us, as he ſaies in another 
place, to lay our hand upon our mouth , be- 
cauſe it was his doing , Pſal. 30, 10: and 
with holy 7b , Chap. 40. 4. when charg'd 
with his murmurings, Behold [ am wie 
what ſhall I anſiver ® Once have I ſpoken, 
brt I mill not anſwer + yea twice, but 1 will 
proceed no farther, 

6. Socrates rightly ſaid of Content- 
ment, oppoſing ir to the riches of fortune 
and opinion, thar tis the wealth of nature; 
for it gives every thing that we have 
learat to wing, and really need : but 

- Reſignation += the riches of Grace, be- 
{towing all things that a Chriſtian not 
only needs, but can defire, even Almighty 
God himſelf, Heindeed, as the Schole- 
men teach, is the objzGive happineſs of 
the Creature , He who is the fountain of 
being, mutt be alſo of blefſedneſs. And 
tho this be only communicable to us, 
when we have put off that flesh which can- 
not enter into th? kingdom of God, and laid 
aſide that corruption which cannot znherit 
fororrauptten s 1 Cor I F-_y-t £VCn 1n this 
jife, we may make approches to that bleſ- 
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ſed ſtate, by a&sof reſignation and de- 


nial of our ſelves. It was the generous 
ſaying of Socrates being about to die un- 


!to his friend; O Cr/70, fince it is the will 


of God, ſo let it be: Anytus and Melitus 
may kill me, but cannot hurt 'me, But 
ſuch a reſignation as tis infinitly a greater 
duty to a Chriſtian, ſoit isalſo a more 
firm ſecurity. In that caſe tis not the 
Martyr , but Jeſus of Nazareth who is 
thus perſecuted, and he who attaques himy 
will find 2t hard to kick againſt the pricks y 
Act, 9. 5. 

7. THERE could not be a greater 
inſtance of the profligate ſenſuality of the 
ſfraelites ; then that they murmured for 
want of /eeks and onions, Num: II. Fo 
when they ate Angels food , and had 
bread rain'd down from heaven, - Tis 1m- 
poſſible for the ſoul that is ſenſible of 
God Almighties favor, to repine at any 
earthly preſſure. The Lord is my Shep- 
herd, faith David, therefore can 1 lack 
nothing, Pla. 23. 1. And, thou ha? put 
gladneſs into my heart, more then when t heir 
corn, and wine, and oil increaſed , Pla, 4. 7- 
and in paſhonate rapture he cries out, 
Pla. 73. 25. Whom have T in heaven but 
thee? and there is none upon earth that 1 
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acre in compariſon of thee, My fleſh and 
my heart faileth : but God is the ftrength 

of my heart, and my portion for ever. And 

likewiſe Pal. 46. 1, God x our hope and 
Nlrenath,, a very preſent help in trouble, 

Therefore will we not fear, tho the earth be 
moved: and tho the hills be carried into the 

midſt of the ſea. Tho the waters there- 

of rage and ſwell, and tho the mountains 
ſhake at the tempeſt of the ſame. Tf God be 

in the midjt of 1:5, we ſhall not be removed, 

he will help us , and that right early, Let 

us therefore poſſeſs our ſelves of this ſup- 

port, and as the Prophet adviſes, Iſa, 8.12, 

neither fear, norbe afraid, in any exigence 

how great ſoever ; bur be ſtill and quiet , 

and fanttify the Lord of hoſts himſelf', and 
let him be our fear , and let him be our 

Aread, 
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